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From: Carlos A. Gime
Mayor

Subject: Report to the Board Regarding Implementation of Resolution No. R-422-15 for
the Purchase of Local Products

This report is being provided to the Board of County Commissioners (Board) pursuant to
Ordinance No. 14-65 in response to Resolution No. R-422-15, which establishes a preference for
the purchase of goods produced or manufactured in geographical Miami-Dade County (“Local
Products”) including local agricultural products. The resolution directs the Administration to
identify competitive solicitations and contracts for application of the Local Products preference
and to develop language for inclusion in contracts to effectuate the preference. In implementing
the preference, the resolution also directs the Administration to seek the advice of the Agricultural
Manager, the Miami-Dade County Cooperative Extension Service, and the Small Business
Development Division of the Internal Services Department. This report communicates the steps
taken by the Administration thus far to implement Local Products set-aside or preference
provisions in the County's procurement of goods and services.

Internal Services Department staff met with staff from the Corrections and Rehabilitation
Department and the Zoo Miami Division of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Spaces Department.
These departments are the largest consumers of fresh produce on County contracts. Both
departments expressed a commitment to support local growers and to obtain locally grown
products on a consistent basis to meet the dietary and nutritional needs of their respective client
populations. The following produce is required to meet the dietary needs of the populations
served by the departments and is available locally: bananas, avocados, cucumbers, green beans,
squash, onions, papayas, tomatoes, and zucchini. These products can be purchased through
the County's Fresh Produce Prequalification Pool.

The suppliers of fresh produce utilized by the County globally source products based on customer
requirements. While the suppliers do source some products from local growers/packers, they
have not yet been asked to supply products based on geographic origin for County contracting
purposes. The establishment of a Local Products preference could be implemented on a
quarterly, spot market purchase basis for the purchase of fresh produce. Invitations to Quote
would identify the required locally produced or manufactured products to be purchased if such
products are available at the right quality, quantity, and price to meet the County’s needs. If the
identified products are not available at the time of quoting, suppliers will be required to provide a
valid and reasonable justification.

Additionally, a Local Products preference can be implemented for contracts in which the County
is purchasing a service that requires food production, such as a food service operation in a County
building. For example, the County recently awarded a contract for food service at the Children's
Courthouse, which included the vendor's commitment to purchase local agricultural products
including seasonal produce, baked goods, and pastries, when available.
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Upon acceptance of this report by the Board, the Internal Services Department will work with the
County Attorney's Office to develop the appropriate language to effectuate this directive. Should
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Miriam Singer, Senior
Assistant Director of the Internal Services Department at (305) 375-5502 or
singer@miamidade.gov, or me directly.
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