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Subject: Social Equity fmpact Statement for Zenifig Ordinance Prohibiting Use of Land faor Well
Stimulation \

The proposed ordinance creates Chapter 33, Article XLIl, Sections 33-435 through 33-438 of the
Code, which extends to all areas of the County (by setiing that it is a minimum standard for
municipalities), through the regulation and prohibition on the use of lands for oil or gas exploration or
production through well stimulation (fracking). '

The proposed ordinance does not allow for any variance unless it is in the public's interest and subject
to granting by the Board of County Commissioners (Board) after the demonstration of competent
substantial evidence, at a public hearing, that the proposed activity will not result in irreversible impact
to lands in Miami-Dade County and their designated uses, including: 1) structural damage to
buildings, foundations or underground infrastructure), 2) impacts to public and private drinking water
supplies and wastewater treatment facilities, 3) increased demand on water resources, 4} leaking or
leaching of chemicals or natural gas. _

If a variance is filed, the Director of the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources (Director)
is required to issue a courtesy notice to all property owners of record within a cne-mile radius as
reflected on the Property Appraiser tax .roll and publish a courtesy notice in the paper of largest
circulation with the same information as in the courtesy mailer within 30 days, which costs will be
borne by the applicant. Upon the filing of a variance application, the Director shall prepare a written
recommendation fo the Board indicating the application’s relationship to the Comprehensive
Development Master Plan, which is to include known living, working, traffic, and transportation
conditions in the vicinity of the property in the application as well as projected effects 30 days before
the public hearing. The public will have time to provide the Director with information as well as
inspect all public documents evaluating the application during that time period prior to the public
hearing.

Prior to the public hearing, the Director must also; 1) issue a written notice containing general
information (i.e. date, time and place), the subject property’'s location, and nature of the application to
all property owners of record within one-mile radius as reflected on the Property Appraiser tax roll, 2)
issue a courtesy notice, containing same information as written notice to property owners, to each city
clerk, attorney, manager for municipalities, the executive director of the Miami-Dade League of Cities,
and president of ahy homeowner's association with members living within the area of the mailed
written notice, 3) publish a full legal nctice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation
containing date, time, place of the hearing, subject property's location, nature of the application, and
all specific variances and other requests, and 4) publish a layman’s notice shall be published in the
newspaper of largest circulation containing the same information as in the full legal notice, but the
hature of the application can be summatrized in a more concise, abbreviated fashicn. The Director
must also place notices (i.e. signs) on the subject property no later than 6C days prior to the hearing in
a manner conspicuous to the public. The property owner must ensure that the posting is up until
completion of the public hearing and removed within two (2) weeks upon completion of the public
hearing. Any costs related fo the mailing and publishing of notices and the posting of signs around
the subject property associated with a variance application will be borne by the applicant.



kmd
Text Box
September 13, 2016

kmd
Typewritten Text
MSC
Supplement to 
Agenda Item No. 1(G)2


Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime
and Members, Board of County Commissioners
FPage 2

As the Board is aware, there is support for fracking as a cost-saving process for drilling oil and gas,
and it has led to new jobs and growing local economies in certain Western US states, Additionally,
proponents of fracking see the growing natural gas industry as a "bridge fuel" untii other more
renewable energy sources (i.e. wind, solar, etc,) can be produced on a larger scale. However, many
reports Indicate that aside from the economic benefits, fracking creates negative impacts to the
surrounding and distant lands of a well site. The noticeable impacts of fracking include odor, noise,
light, and heavy truck traffic, as well as potential structural damage to buildings, foundatlons or
underground infrastructure.

Miami-Dade County is a highly urbanized county with environmentally sensitive lands and coastal
areas; therefore, fracking may pose a risk to our community. Additionally, the County has specific
provisions in the Code that are intended to protect our drinking water supplies, air, and soil from the
types of environmental impacts that may be caused from the chemicals used in the fracking process.
Fracking in an urbanized County such as ours may have an adverse impact on our residents,
economy, enyironprent and regional wildlife.

Jack Osferholt
Deputy Mayor
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