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Date: September 21, 2016 Agenda Item No. 2(B)5

To: Honorable Chairman Jean Mnnesifme October 5, 2016
dnd Mermibers, Board of Cotnty Gamprissioner:

From: Catlos A, Gimenez
Mayor e
Subject: Report én the Cost and Feas;bmty of ﬂ%al]mg Sidewalks along the West Side of

NWHT7 Avénue — Dirsctive #150204

At the March 17, 2015 Board of County Commissioners: (Board) mesting, the Board approved
Resolution No. R-259-15 sponsored by Commissionar Barbara J. Jordan directing the Miami-Dade
County’ {Colnty) Mayor or his designee to prepare’ ahd. subimit & report regarding the cost and
feasibility of installing a sidewalk along the west side of NW 57 Averue from NW 173 Street to NW
183 Street, -or connecting existing private sidewalks in the area {Attachment 1), The Department of
Trarisportation and Public Works (DTPW), as the agericy in charge of construction and maintenance
of pedestrian nfrastructire 1 the County, has been tasked with the preparation of this report.

Site Evaluation

Trie site was inspected by DTPW staff to determinie thie feasibility and cost of installing new sndewaiks
The evaluation consisted of a field survey estabhshmg the path of the proposed sidewalk, assessing
the type and extent of the required improvements, and deveiopmg a proposal for the nonxtmct[on af
sidewalk improvements that would addréss the identified deficiency. Additionally, DTPW staff met
with Mr, Richard Browning, a Social Studies and Law Academy Lead teacher, who initiated this
regiiast ofi behaif of students from American Senior High School, and with Larry Gardner from
Commigsion District 1 to discuss the findings of the evaluation.

Sidewalk Standards

The onstruction of: sidewalks along this segment of NW 57 Avehue must comply with the Flotida
Department of Transportation's (FDOT) Design Standards and the Americahs with Disabilities Act’s
Public Rights of Way Accessibifity Guidelines {ADA PROWAG) Ag per these standards, sidewalks
must Frave a minimuim width of five {5) feet, a longitudinal slope no greater than five (5) percent and
a:maximum cross siope of two {2) pereant. Pedestriah ramps must have amaximum running siope
of 8.3 pereent, @ cross slope 1o greater than two (2) percent, a landing area with a minimum width of
48 inches, and a detectable waming surface to act as a cue to cross the street, Sidewalks need to
be located a minimum of five (5) feet away from the edge of pavement, with sidewalks that are closer
than five (5) féet to the edge of paverment, requiring curb-and gutter installed between the roadway
and the front ec%ge of the sidewalk.

Existing Conditions

The area west of NW 57 Avenue is commercial land, while the area west of NW &7 Avenue is
predominantly a- smg% family residential heighborhood, with the International Bible Baptist Church
located at 17701 NW57 Avehue. The entire ast side of NW 57 Avenue Kas sxisting sidewalks in
place. The NW 57 Avenue Canal is iocated just west of this roadway.

As indicatad inthe reselution, NW 57 Avenue is a State maintained roadway (SR 823). The majority
of roadways intersecting SR 823 are maintained by the County, with the exception of NW 183 Street
{SR 860}, which is also under the jurisdictional responsibility of FDOT. There are approximately 3,100
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linear feat of frontage alongthe east side of the right-af-way along this segment of roadway that could
recelve rew sidewalks. However, thers are stretches where there is insufficient space for the
instaliation of sidewalks, speczﬁca%ly glong the 220 linear foot right turn bay located north of the
entrance to the shopping center on the west {thecsretscal NW 181 Terrace), along the 365 linear foot
fight turn bay focated north of the intersection of NW 178 Street and the 340 finear foot right turn bay
located north of the intersaction of NW 176 Stregt. In the segments of the west side of the roadway
where there is enough space, there are phyaical restrictions such-as fight poles, retaining walls, ahd
guardrails that would nead 1o be addressed prior to the installation of the proposad sidewalks
{Attachmertt 2}. The conistruction of a retaining wall ard a handrail er fence, as well as the reiacation

of the existing guardrall, would be required dus to the proximity of the proposed sidewalk to the slope
of the canal,

Connsecting to Existing Sidewalks on Private Property

As an aftemative, DTPW eval aluated the caﬂsimctmn of & public sidewalk connecting the existing
private sidewalks located on the west side of the County canal along the.same: segment of NW 57
Avenus, from NW 173 Diive to NW 183 Strest. These private sidewalks were built at'the time of
development to provide access tothe properties, only connecting to public sidewatks at NW 173 Drive
wast'of NW B7 Avente (Attachment 3). The sidewaiks along NW 176 Street west of NW 57, Avenue
‘are not ¢onnscted 1o private sidevalks, as connectivig to the public: sidewalks along NW 176 Street
would require installing sidewalks on private property; thérefore, thers are no pedestriah paths to the
north or south of this street (Attachmeant 4).

it s important to note that the other lgcation where private sidewalks connect to sidewalks faci ng a
roadway is along NW 177 Street west of NW 57 Avenue (Attachment &); howeaver, NW 177 Street is
a private roadway and, therefore, is-not under the jurisdictional maintenance of the County.

A summary of this alternative indicates that the segments which have no sidewalk confinuity on the
west side of the canal are as follows (Attachnient 6):

s Approximately 1000 feet from NW 183 Street south to theoratical NW 179 Terrace;
+ Approxinately 175 fest immediately north of NW 176 Terrace; and
»  Approximately 195 feet immediately. south of NW 176 Street.

Furthieringre, anexamination:of the NW 57 Avenue Canal indicates that its right-of:way is 65 feét in
width, AS stch, the close proximity to the water's edge renders the:west canal bank too narrow for
the insiallation of sidewalks (Attachment 7).

Estimated Cost of Improvements

The cost for installing sidevwaiks aifmg tha west side of NW §7 Avenue, using the average unit prices
of current County sidewalk contracts, is $450,000:00, The-cost estimatefor the alternative of installing
a public sidewalk interconnecting existing private- sidewalks located on the west side of the County
canal an the private lots that face the ¢anal ts $87,000.00, and includes the. installation of a chain link
fence next to the proposed sidewalks (Attachment 8).

Fundmg Sources

Sirice NW.57 Avenue is under FDOT s jurisdiction, County funding sources could not be-used for the
instaliation of sidewatks without an agresment between both parties. Additionally, public funds could
not be used for pedestrian facilities' within private property. As stch, the affected propérty owners
would need to be willing to provide access 1o the back of their gropetties for pedestrian traffic-and to
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fund the cost of the proposed improvements. They would also be liable for potential accidents that
could occur within the fimits of their property.

Eeasibility and Recommendations

Given fhe lack of physical space along NW 87 Avenue, the {:Dntmmty of pedestnan facilities cannot
be achigved without srgmﬁaantiy medifying existing conditions, meaning a furping lane wolld have to
be taken, which wauld impact the flow of vehicular southbound traffic. Additionally; the use of the
west canal bank to connect with the existing private pathways is riof viable dueto the | lack of sufficient
r:ght»afuway to construct pedestrian facilities. As such, the intércorinecting sidewalks would have to
be installed on the back of the private lots facing the canal.

As an alternative, it has been recommenged to FDOT that the existing sidewalks located along the
east side of NW 57 Avenue be improved to sliminate cracks, vertical separations, or physical barriers
i order 10 facilitate pedestrian traffic along this. sagrhant.of roatdway. This existing pedestrian facility
provides an acgessible path from nerth of NW 182 8trest and from south of NW 167 Sireet to the
church and smgiemfaml!y homes located on the east side of NW 57 Avenue. The existing pedestrian
signals and crosswalks at the intersection of NW 176 Street and NW 57 Avenue Jink the shopping
tenters on the west side to the sidewaiks on the east side of the road. However, NW 173 Drive dogs
not have pedestrian signals nor detectable warning surfaces on the Northwest, Southwest and
Southeast cornersof the intersection to allow pedestrians access into the shupplng malis to the west
of the roadway. FDOT hds infermed DTPW that it will be repairing the sidewalk along the east side
of NW 57 Avenue as part of a construction preject that ie scheduted to begin i November of
2016, The pmjact is expected to be cempleted by June of 2017. As part of this. pro;ec:t FROT will
also be installing detectable warring surfaces onali comers of the NW 173 Drive intersection, as well
as pedesirian signals.

Per Ordinance 14-85, this mermorandum will be placed ¢n the next available Board of Cournty
Commissioners-meeting agenda.

if additional information is needed, please contact Alice Bravo, P.E., Director of the DTPW, at (786)
468-5408. ' ' '

Altachments
¢ Aliria T. Hudak, Deputy Mayor, Office of the Mayor

Alice N. Bravo, P.E., Director, Department of Transportation and Public Works
Eugene Love, Agenéa Coordinator






ATTACHMENT 2

Phiysical Restrictions~ Headwall and Guardrail

" physical Restrictions — Headwall and Guardrall



ATTACHMENT 3

" Private-public sidewalk corinection - NW 173 Drive.
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Segments:with no private sidewalks



ATTACHMENT 7
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ATTACHMENT 8

Private s _ewaik-s;;jngj fence ext.tq o a.a

ferite next fo canal
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