
MEMORANDUM
ICI
Agenda Item No. 3A

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: October 14, 2020

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Resolution adopting revised 

County Attorney Implementing Order 8-8 to  

update and clarify County

policies and procedures related 

to the County’s Sustainable  

Buildings Program 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources 

Department and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Daniella 

Levine Cava. 

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/uw 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the revisions to 
Implementing Order (IO) 8-8, attached as Exhibit A to the resolution, relating to Miami-Dade 
County’s Sustainable Buildings Program.  The revised IO 8-8 clarifies policies and procedures 
related to resilient and sustainable building and infrastructure practices that comply with the 
Sustainable Buildings Program. The revised IO 8-8 would replace the existing IO 8-8, which was 
previously approved by the Board in 2007. The proposed revised IO 8-8 is designed to implement 
the associated amendments to the Sustainable Buildings Program being presented to the Board for 
approval through a separate item. 

Exhibit A to the resolution is the revised IO shown as strikethrough with underlined changes to 
the existing IO 8-8. Since the changes are substantial, a clean version of the proposed revised IO 
8-8 is included as Attachment 1 to this memorandum.  

Scope 
This Implementing Order applies to all County departments that are engaged in the planning, 
design, construction, management, renovation, maintenance or decommissioning of County 
government public projects (buildings and infrastructure). 

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source 
There is no clear fiscal impact with the approval of the revised IO 8-8. The revisions are intended 
to clarify policies and procedures relating to the Sustainable Buildings Program. There is an 
anticipated positive (monetary savings) fiscal impact anticipated over the expected life of building 
and infrastructure projects. To the extent that initial costs may be increased for any particular 
project, including costs for sustainability certification, operations and maintenance, will continue 
to be funded through each department’s capital and operating budgets. Exemptions from the 
requirements of the IO may be granted by the Board by a two-thirds vote of members present. 

Track Record/Monitor 
The Implementing Order identifies the Sustainability Manager, within the Office of Resilience in 
the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, as the responsible party for oversight and 
adherence to the Sustainable Buildings Program.  

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Carlos A. Gimenez 
Mayor 

Subject: Revisions to Implementing Order 8-8 to Update and Clarify 
County/Departmental Policies and Procedures in furtherance of the County's 
Sustainable Buildings Program 

October 6, 2020
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November 19, 2020
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Background 
The County’s existing IO 8-8 was adopted by the Board on December 4, 2007 through Resolution 
No. R-1309-07. The proposed revised IO is a substantial rewrite of the existing IO that would: a) 
address issues that have arisen during implementation of the existing IO, such as lost 
opportunities to increase resilience in County buildings, and b) incorporate the Envision Rating 
standard for infrastructure projects as directed by Resolution No. R-617-17 adopted by the Board 
on June 6, 2017.  To develop the revised IO, the Office of Resilience (OOR) met with various 
relevant departments that engage in building and infrastructure projects.   As part of the process, 
OOR also met with ISD Procurement staff as well as, the ISD Real Estate division and researched 
other jurisdictions regarding implementation of the Envision infrastructure rating standard to 
determine best practices and procedures. OOR provided Envision training to staff in multiple 
departments in 2017, and some departments have already been voluntarily using the Envision 
standard. The proposed revised IO has been modified to address concerns and suggestions that 
arose during OOR’s research and review process. 

Other changes include:  

• Clarifying definitions and standards;
• Clarifying applicability to public projects that are financed by the County using “other

agreements” such as P3s;
• Adding  previously adopted requirements such as the Cool Roof requirement (R-1103-10

approved on November 4, 2010 and R-54-18 approved on January 23, 2018) and
designating these as “Prescriptive Path” required elements (if applicable) to be used to
earn LEED or Envision credits that would otherwise be optional ways to earn LEED or
Envision credits toward certification; and

• Clarifying the procedure for requesting a substitute standard.

By building and operating more efficiently through sustainable building practices, the County can 
ensure the value of its capital assets as well as support positive resiliency, health, and economic 
impacts to the community over the long term. This type of approach considers more than initial 
costs when estimating the total cost of developing, maintaining and/or operating a County 
building or infrastructure asset. Using a resiliency and sustainability approach ensures that the 
County’s investments are more cost-effective and strategic over the total useful life of a building 
or infrastructure project.   

Investing in the resiliency and sustainability of our own County buildings show this same positive 
payback.  For example, in 2018, the County’s LEED-certified Children’s Courthouse used an 
average of 18 percent less electricity than the County’s average for non-LEED courthouses. These 
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cost savings add up year after year of operations, as do reduced maintenance costs, providing 
direct monetary benefits to the County as well as many other direct and indirect benefits to the 
County and the community as a whole. 

Jack Osterholt 
Deputy Mayor 

44



55



66



77



88



99



1010



1111



1212



1313



1414



1515



1616



1717



1818

kmd
Text Box
       November 19, 2020



Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 

Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________________________ 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING REVISED IMPLEMENTING 

ORDER 8-8 TO UPDATE AND CLARIFY COUNTY POLICIES 

AND PROCEDURES RELATED TO THE COUNTY’S 

SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board hereby 

adopts the revised Implementing Order 8-8, in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit 

A, which establishes requirements to further Miami-Dade County’s Sustainable Buildings 

Program. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner       and 

upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 19th day 

of November, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Abbie Schwaderer-Raurell 
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