
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached resolution which 
provides for the following: 

• Ratifies the execution by the County Mayor’s designee of a one-year Intergovernmental Agreement
(Agreement) with Florida International University Board of Trustees (FIU), authorized pursuant to
Sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Code of Miami-Dade County  (Code), which was entered into for a study
that will offer recommendations on how to increase economic growth and improve income distribution
in Miami-Dade County (Study).

• Authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to extend term of the Agreement for up
to an additional six months, at no cost to the County, for FIU to complete the study.

Scope 
The impact of this item is countywide in nature. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The Agreement will have an allocation of $50,000.00 and will be covered by proprietary fees in the Department 
of Regulatory and Economic Resources.  

Track Record/Monitor 
The Director of the Center for Economic Research, Full Professor Jorge Salazar-Carrillo, together with a 
research group in the Economics Department at FIU will complete the Study. The scope is detailed in Appendix 
A to the attached Agreement.  The Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources’ Planning Division, 
headed by Jerry Bell, Assistant Director, will manage this Agreement.  

Background 
On January 25, 2007, the Board adopted Resolution No. R-69-07, directing the Administration to explore 
contracting opportunities with local universities.  FIU has offered to provide a Study that will offer the Mayor 
and Board of County Commissioners recommendations to increase economic growth and improve income 
distribution in Miami-Dade County by specifically looking at production, income, employment and earnings 
multipliers to identify the economic activities that would add the largest economic contributions to the economy 
of Miami-Dade County.  The Study will also identify the social accounting matrix, representing all economic 
transactions that take place within Miami-Dade County, to assist with the determination of income distribution 
in the County.  This Study and its deliverables will also help inform the Planning Division’s update of the 
Comprehensive Development Master Plan’s (CDMP) Economic Element, which is being conducted as part of 
the larger Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) effort.  As stated in the CDMP, “the overarching aims of the 
Economic Element are to expand and further diversity the Miami-Dade economy, provide employment for all 
who want to work, and increase income and wealth.”     

Jack Osterholt 
Deputy Mayor 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Carlos A. Gimenez 
Mayor 

Subject: Intergovernmental Agreement with Florida International University for Study to Increase 
Economic Growth and Improve Income Distribution in Miami-Dade County 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(L)(2)
8-31-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE EXECUTION BY THE 

MAYOR OR MAYOR’S DESIGNEE OF AN 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH FLORIDA 

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES ON 

BEHALF OF ITS CENTER FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH FOR 

A STUDY TO INCREASE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND 

IMPROVE INCOME DISTRIBUTION IN MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY  FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM IN A TOTAL AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $50,000.00; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 

OR THE MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXTEND THE 

AGREEMENT FOR UP TO SIX MONTHS AT NO COST TO 

THE COUNTY; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR 

MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE ANY AND ALL 

PROVISIONS THEREOF, INCLUDING THE TERMINATION 

PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, Sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Miami-Dade County Code permits the County 

Mayor to enter into contracts on behalf of the County with municipalities and other governmental 

units, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board ratifies the 

execution by the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee of an Intergovernmental Agreement 

(“Agreement”), authorized pursuant to Sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, in the amount not to exceed $50,000.00 with the Florida 

International University Board of Trustees, for a one-year term  and authorizes the County Mayor 
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or County Mayor’s designee to extend the Agreement for up to six additional months at no cost to 

the County and  to exercise all the provisions thereof, including the termination provisions 

contained therein. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 31st day

of August, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Hugo Benitez 
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Appendix A - Scope of Services and Pricing 

A STUDY TO INCREASE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND IM PROVE DISTRIBUTION I N MIAMI-DADE 

The economy of the Miami-Dade Metropolitan Statistical Area is greater than those of 22 states in the Union, as well as 
the District of Columbia. It is also larger than any Latin American country, with the exception of Mexico, Brazil and 
perhaps Argentina. In order to improve the social and economic outcomes in Miami-Dade, it is essential to study its 
economy in detail. 

There were early attempts in the late 1950s to try to determine the economic base of Miami-Dade County, and its 
multiplier effect over the rest of its economy.  More than a decade ago the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 
requested the first sectoral study of Its economy.  This effort has recently been updated, but it is based on business 
surveys, rather than on economic and statistical techniques. We are proposing a more comprehensive and technically 
oriented study, based on the myriad activities that characterize the Miami-Dade economy. This would establish which 
have the largest Impact in generating production, income and employment and how well they are distributed. 

The tool being proposed has a long and well proven history. Input-Output (1-0) was developed in the 1940's. A 1-0 table 
for the United States was published by Nobel Laureate Wasslly Leontieff in 1951. Following this lead, the technique not 
only spread throughout the world, but has been applied at the regional and local levels. The Bureau of Economic Analysis 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce keeps a body of regional 1-0 tables, which it updates regularly. Thus it would be 
possible to adapt their effort, as well as other sources, to the compilation of Input-Output multipliers for Miami-Dade 
County.  It is our proposal to develop such production, income, employment and earnings multipliers for the County, and 
to use them to identify the economic activities that would add the largest economic contributions to the economy of 
Miami-Dade. These would present its government with opportunities to spread production, employment and earnings, 
through their backward and forward linkages, to the rest of its economy. The research would also identify the social 
accounting matrix, representing all economic transactions that take place within Miami-Dade County, to assist with the 
determination of income distribution in the County. 

The project would be undertaken by the Director of the Center for Economic Research, Full Professor Jorge Salazar-
Carrillo, together with a research group in the Economics Department at Florida International University (FIU).  The cost 
of the project is estimated to be $50,000 distributed according to the following budget. 

Budget          
Personnel $40,000 
Word Processing 5,000 
Travel and Consulting 2,500 
Incidentals 2,500 
Total $50,000 

Deliverables  
The study to be produced by FIU will provide a slew of results that could lead to economic policy measures by the Miami-
Dade County government as well as actions by the business community. Particularly relevant would be those economic 
activities that would generate the highest employment, earnings and tax multipliers, through their overall backward and 
forward linkages. The study, based on the use of the aforementioned economic analysis tools, would generate the total value 
added (gross county product) and particularly the factor incomes resulting from the expansion of these economic sectors, 
as well as their distribution. The impact on government revenues would also be determined. 

Resources 
The budget above implies that two part-time research assistants would be needed, that would be selected from our promising 
economic PH.D. students (or alternatively a full-time recent PH.D. graduate).  A part-time secretary will be required as 
well. No space would be needed for the project.  Finally, some Consultants would provide advice throughout the process, 
particularly as sounding boards, which requires resources for travel as well. 
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