
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 8(I)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: October 6, 2020

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Resolution retroactively 

County Attorney authorizing the action of the  

County Mayor in applying for  

and receiving grant funds in the 

amount of $5,250,000.00 from 

the United States Department of 

Justice, Office of Community 

Oriented Policing Services, under 

the 2020 Cops Hiring Program; 

and further authorizing the 

County Mayor to allocate from 

the general fund an amount not to 

exceed $5,245,222.00 as a local 

match; to expend said federal 

grant and local funds in 

connection with the purposes of 

the grant; to execute contracts, as 

may be required by program 

guidelines; and to exercise any 

amendment, termination, and 

extension provisions contained 

therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Miami-Dade Police Department and placed 

on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Joe A. Martinez. 

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/uw 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Miami-Dade County Board of Commissioners (Board) approve the 
attached resolution retroactively authorizing the action of the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 
designee in applying for and receiving federal grant funds in the amount of $5,250,000.00 from 
the United States Department of Justice (USDOJ), Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS), through the 2020 COPS Hiring Program to support the Miami-Dade Police 
Department (MDPD).  The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is further authorized to 
allocate from the General Fund an amount not to exceed $5,245,222.00 as a local match; and to 
expend said federal grant and local funds in connection with the purposes of the grant; and to 
execute contracts, as may be required by program guidelines; and to exercise any amendment, 
termination, and extension provisions contained therein.  

Scope 
The grant will provide countywide services. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is authorized to apply for, receive, and expend 
grant funds from the USDOJ, COPS Hiring Program.  The County Mayor or the County Mayor’s 
designee is further authorized to allocate from the General Fund an amount not to exceed 
$5,245,222.00 as a local match; and to expend said federal grant and local funds in connection 
with the purposes of the grant; and to execute any contracts, as may be required by program 
guidelines; and to exercise any amendment, termination, and extension provisions contained 
therein. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The County, through the MDPD, has received an award of federal funds in the amount of 
$5,250,000.00 from the USDOJ COPS Hiring Program.  There is a local cash match required for 
this award in an amount of $5,245,222.00.  The funding source for the required local cash match is 
the General Fund.  

Track Record/Monitor 
In order to ensure compliance with grant requirements, these funds will be monitored by Assistant 
Director Gustavo Knoepffler, of the MDPD’s Departmental Services. 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Carlos A. Gimenez 
Mayor 

Subject: Authorizing the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s Designee to Apply for, 
Receive, and Expend Grant Funds from the United States Department of Justice, 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services Hiring Program 

October 6, 2020
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Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 

Background 
The 2020 COPS Hiring Program is a competitive grant program designed to advance public safety 
through community policing by addressing the full-time sworn officer needs of state, local, and 
tribal law enforcement agencies nationwide.  The COPS Hiring Program provides funds directly to 
law enforcement agencies to hire new or rehire existing career law enforcement officers to increase 
community policing capacity and crime prevention efforts.  

The MDPD will utilize awarded funds to hire police officers who will supplement existing staffing 
efforts to reduce gun violence in high-crime areas throughout Miami-Dade County (County).  The 
new MDPD officers will be deployed strategically throughout the County in areas identified as 
having high incidents of gun violence.  Additionally, officers hired or rehired using the funds 
provided by this grant will patrol community areas such as local parks. The goal of the program is 
to build relationships with residents by developing a proactive and prosocial environment. With 
the assistance of the COPS-funded officers, the MDPD will focus on reducing gun violence by 
improving community trust through one-on-one outreaches, building rapport, opening channels of 
communication, and collaborating with a diverse group of community representatives.  These 
efforts will foster true dialogue surrounding the common goal of providing a safe community for 
County residents and visitors.  

_____________________ 
Maurice L. Kemp 
Deputy Mayor
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November 19, 2019
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(I)(1)
10-6-20 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RETROACTIVELY AUTHORIZING THE 

ACTION OF THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY 

MAYOR’S DESIGNEE IN APPLYING FOR AND RECEIVING 

GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,250,000.00 FROM 

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OFFICE 

OF COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES, UNDER 

THE 2020 COPS HIRING PROGRAM; AND FURTHER 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY 

MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO ALLOCATE FROM THE GENERAL 

FUND AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5,245,222.00 AS A 

LOCAL MATCH; TO EXPEND SAID FEDERAL GRANT AND 

LOCAL FUNDS IN CONNECTION WITH THE PURPOSES OF 

THE GRANT; TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS, AS MAY BE 

REQUIRED BY PROGRAM GUIDELINES; AND TO 

EXERCISE ANY AMENDMENT, TERMINATION, AND 

EXTENSION PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board retroactively 

authorizes the action of the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee in applying for and 

receiving grant funds in the amount of $5,250,000.00 from the United States Department of 

Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, through the 2020 COPS Hiring Program.  

This Board further authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to allocate from 

the General Fund an amount not to exceed $5,245,222.00 as a local cash match; to expend said 

federal grant and local funds in connection with the purposes of the grant; to execute contracts, as 

may be required by program guidelines; and to exercise any amendment, termination, and 

extension provisions contained in such contracts, after review by the County Attorney’s Office for 

form and legal sufficiency. 
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Agenda Item No. 8(I)(1) 
Page No. 2 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner  and 

upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 6th day of 

October, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Anita Viciana Zapata 
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