
Recommendation 
I have reviewed the attached application for a Class I permit by the City of Miami and based upon the 
applicable evaluation factors set forth in Section 24-48.3 of the Code of Miami-Dade County (Code), 
I recommend that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the issuance of a Class I 
permit for the reasons set forth below. 

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 16-73, this quasi-judicial matter may be submitted directly for placement 
on the Board’s meeting agenda by the Director of the Department of Regulatory and Economic 
Resources. 

Scope 
The project site is located on Arthur J. Lamb Road on Virginia Key, Miami, in Commission District 
7, which is represented by Commissioner Xavier L. Suarez. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
This resolution is a regulatory approval and does not have a fiscal impact. 

Track Record/Monitor 
The Coastal Resources Section Manager, McKee Gray, in the Department of Regulatory and 
Economic Resources, Division of Environmental Resources Management (DERM), will be 
responsible for monitoring the proposed permit. 

Background 
The subject Class I permit application requests authorization for redevelopment of the existing non-
motorized vessel ramp in Virginia Key Beach North Point Park, to include the filling of tidal waters 
in association with the improvement of the non-motorized vessel ramp. The proposed project is 
required to be reviewed and approved by the Board at a public hearing because the filling associated 
with the boat ramp improvements are specifically referenced in Section 24-48.2 of the Code as work 
that shall be processed with a standard form application, including a public hearing.  

The subject boat ramp is located along Lamar Lake within the Virginia Key North Point Park and is 
in disrepair. In order to make the ramp functional and safe for patrons, the applicant proposes to 
remove the existing dilapidated boat ramp and install a new 656 square foot boat ramp within the 
same footprint. The construction of the proposed new boat ramp involves the filling of approximately 
324 square feet below the mean high-water line and the placement of a mat to facilitate the launching 
and retrieval of kayaks and other non-motorized vessels. 

According to Section 24-48.3(2) of the Code, dredging and filling work proposed in a Class I permit 
application shall comply with at least one of the criteria listed in that section of the Code. This 
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proposed filling is the minimum necessary to maintain the ramp, specifically to adequately and safely 
facilitate the launching and retrieval of non-motorized vessels and therefore complies with the criteria 
listed in Section 24.48.3(2)(c) of the Code because it is the minimum necessary for the creation and 
maintenance of marinas, piers, docks and attendant navigational channels.  

The proposed project has been evaluated for consistency with the Miami-Dade County Manatee 
Protection Plan. The project is located within an area designated as essential habitat for the Florida 
manatee, but the Manatee Protection Plan does not include specific limitations for marine facilities at 
this site, other than compliance with existing zoning or environmental regulations. Furthermore, the 
proposed use is strictly for the launching of non-motorized vessels, including kayaks, canoes, and 
paddleboards, and the proposed use is consistent with the historic use of the property. The Class I 
permit will require that all standard construction permit conditions regarding manatee protection be 
followed during all in-water operations. 

Pursuant to Section 24-48.4 of the Code, potential adverse environmental impacts and cumulative 
adverse environmental impacts for a proposed project must be avoided and minimized. No 
seagrasses, macro algae or corals were documented within the project footprint and the submerged 
bottom does not support significant benthic habitat. As the proposed ramp will be installed in the 
same footprint as the existing ramp, no adverse environmental impacts are reasonably anticipated to 
occur as a result of the proposed project. The Class I permit will require that turbidity controls be 
utilized during all phases of construction to ensure compliance with State and County water quality 
standards. Mitigation for minor temporary impacts to water quality associated with the filling of tidal 
waters will be satisfied through a contribution to the Biscayne Bay Environmental Enhancement 
Trust Fund.  

Please note that there are no riparian owners within 300 feet of the proposed project other than the 
City of Miami.  Therefore, no courtesy notices were sent out for this application.  

The project has been designed in accordance with all relevant Miami-Dade County coastal 
construction criteria and is consistent with all other Miami-Dade County coastal protection 
provisions.  Please find attached a DERM Project Report which also sets forth the reasons the 
proposed project is recommended for approval by DERM pursuant to the applicable evaluation 
factors and criteria as set forth in Section 24-48.3 of the Code. The conditions, limitations, and 
restrictions set forth in the Project Report attached hereto are incorporated herein by references 
hereto. 

Attachments 
Attachment A: Class I Permit Application 
Attachment B:  Owner/Agent Letter, Engineer Letter and Project Sketches 
Attachment C: DERM Project Report 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 5(S)
8-31-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION TAKING ACTION ON A CLASS I PERMIT 

APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF MIAMI FOR THE FILLING 

OF TIDAL WATERS IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

IMPROVEMENTS TO AN EXISTING NON-MOTORIZED 

VESSEL RAMP ON LAMAR LAKE IN THE VIRGINIA KEY 

BEACH NORTH POINT PARK IN THE CITY OF MIAMI, 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board having 

considered all the applicable factors contained within Section 24-48.3 of the Code of Miami-Dade 

County, hereby approves the application by the City of Miami for the filling of tidal waters in 

association with improvements to an existing non-motorized vessel ramp on Lamar Lake in the 

Virginia Key Beach North Point Park in the City of Miami, Miami-Dade County, Florida, subject 

to the conditions set forth in the memorandum from the Miami-Dade County Department of 

Regulatory and Economic Resources, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

The issuance of this approval does not relieve the applicant from obtaining all applicable Federal, 

State, and local permits. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 
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Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 31st day 

of August, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Abbie Schwaderer-Raurell 

28


	313649- Class I - City of Miami Virginia Key Kayak Ramp RESO 6-6-2020.pdf
	MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA




