
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5)

TO: Honorable Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa  DATE: December 15, 2020 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan  SUBJECT:     Resolution amending Resolution No. R- 
  Successor County Attorney 332-20 relating to financial relief plans 

at the airports due to the effects of
coronavirus disease 2019 (C -19);
extending the term of relief for certain  
business partners at Miami International  
Airport on a month-to-month basis from
January 1, 2021 to no later than April 30,
2021 for a total amount of
$32,996,656.00, subject to termination  
upon a finding of a change in  
circumstances; authorizing the County  
Mayor to execute amendments to  
agreements with certain airport business  
partners and to execute any subsequent  
agreements necessary to effectuate the  
extension of the Financial Relief Plan  
and exercise all provisions contained  
therein, including termination, provided  
that any relief extended shall be subject  
to approval by the Federal Aviation  
Administration and compliance with the  
Airport Amended and Restated Trust  
Agreement and Bond Covenants;
directing the County Mayor to strategize  
and develop a forward-looking long- 

    term plan to provide financial assistance 
to concessionaires at Miami  
International Airport due to the effects  
of COVID-19; and directing the County 
Mayor to provide reports pursuant to  
Ordinance No. 14-65

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Acting 
Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa and Co-Sponsor Senator Javier D. Souto. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan  
Successor County Attorney 
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Approved Mayor
Veto __________ 

Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5) 
12-15-20

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. R-332-20 
RELATING TO FINANCIAL RELIEF PLANS AT THE 
AIRPORTS DUE TO THE EFFECTS OF CORONAVIRUS 
DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19); EXTENDING THE TERM OF 
RELIEF FOR CERTAIN BUSINESS PARTNERS AT MIAMI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A MONTH-TO-MONTH 
BASIS FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 TO NO LATER THAN APRIL 
30, 2021 FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $32,996,656.00,
SUBJECT TO TERMINATION UPON A FINDING OF A 
CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES;  AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
EXECUTE AMENDMENTS TO AGREEMENTS WITH 
CERTAIN AIRPORT BUSINESS PARTNERS AND TO 
EXECUTE ANY SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENTS NECESSARY 
TO EFFECTUATE THE EXTENSION OF THE FINANCIAL 
RELIEF PLAN AND EXERCISE ALL PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN, INCLUDING TERMINATION, 
PROVIDED THAT ANY RELIEF EXTENDED SHALL BE 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
AIRPORT AMENDED AND RESTATED TRUST AGREEMENT 
AND BOND COVENANTS; DIRECTING THE COUNTY 
MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
STRATEGIZE AND DEVELOP A FORWARD-LOOKING 
LONG-TERM PLAN TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO CONCESSIONAIRES AT MIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT DUE TO THE EFFECTS OF COVID-19; AND 
DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S 
DESIGNEE TO PROVIDE REPORTS PURSUANT TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 14-65 

WHEREAS, in December 2019, a novel coronavirus causing an infectious disease, named 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) emerged; and 

WHEREAS, with the illness spreading and the death toll rising around the world, on

March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak a pandemic; and 
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WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump declared a national 

emergency and imposed travel restrictions between the United States and several countries around 

the world; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) along 

with healthcare professionals worldwide have consistently stated that the best way to prevent 

illness is to avoid close person-to-person contact; and 

WHEREAS, the travel restrictions along with the general public’s adherence to the CDC’s 

guidelines on physical distancing have resulted in a great reduction in passenger travel to and 

through Miami International Airport (“MIA”); and  

WHEREAS, thereafter, many of the airport business partners requested deferrals or 

reductions in their monthly payments; and 

WHEREAS, in response to these requests, on April 7, 2020, this Board passed Resolution 

No. R-332-20, which approved the adoption and implementation of financial relief plans for the 

County’s business partners at MIA and the County’s aeronautical business partners at the General 

Aviation Airports due to the effects of COVID-19 for a period of three months from March 1, 2020 

through May 31, 2020, with one option to extend for an additional three months from June 1, 2020 

through August 31, 2020, revocable upon a finding of a change in circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, thereafter, this Board passed Resolution No. R-749-20, which amended 

Resolution No. R-332-20 extending the term of relief for certain concessionaires and one fixed-

based operator at Miami International Airport, on a month-to-month basis from September 1, 2020 

not to exceed December 31, 2020, subject to termination upon a finding of a change in 

circumstances; and  
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WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade Aviation Department (MDAD) continues to submit monthly 

reports to this Board detailing the grim circumstances that persist at MIA; and  

WHEREAS, for example, MDAD’s most recent July 2020 Relief Report provided a

cumulative comparative analysis that showed an average decline of 79 percent in passenger flow 

levels at MIA for March 2019, April 2019, May 2019, June 2019 and July 2019 as compared to 

the same months in 2020, with the total number of domestic and international passengers falling 

from 19,592,694 passengers to 4,118,817 passengers, as well as a decline in total gross revenues 

for MIA concessionaires (including car rental agencies) of 77 percent, with revenues falling from 

$398,712,211.00 to $91,912,488.00  for the same time period; and 

WHEREAS, based on certain shared information and the expectations of some air carriers 

at MIA, MDAD projects an average decrease of approximately 30 percent in passenger traffic 

flows in 2021; and   

WHEREAS, because of the grim circumstances that persist, the forecasts that exist, and 

the unpredictability of the virus, it is important that MDAD develop a forward-looking long-term 

plan to assist concessionaires at MIA; and  

WHEREAS, in the meantime, continued short term relief must be provided to assist certain 

business partners at MIA during these unprecedented times,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1.   Amends Resolution No. R-332-20, as amended by Resolution No. R-749-

20, relating to financial relief plans at Miami-Dade County’s airports due to the effects of 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), to extend the term of relief for 64 business partners at 

Miami International Airport (MIA) as listed in Exhibit A attached hereto, on a month-to-month 
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basis from January 1, 2021 to no later than April 30, 2021, for a total amount of $32,996,656.00, 

subject to termination upon a finding of a change in circumstances.  During the extended term, the 

Financial Relief Plan shall waive the Minimum Annual Guarantee (MAG) monthly payments, 

monthly rent, and other related fees for 64 business partners at MIA listed in Exhibit A, while still 

requiring payments based on a percentage of gross revenues.  Notwithstanding its term, the 

Financial Relief Plan shall be subject to termination upon a finding of a change in circumstances, 

with such change fully set forth in monthly reports to this Board, detailing, at a minimum, 

passenger traffic and business productivity at MIA. 

Section 2. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

amendments to the agreements with the County’s airport business partners listed in Exhibit A and 

to execute subsequent agreements necessary to effectuate the financial relief plans, provided that 

any relief authorized is (1) approved by the Federal Aviation Administration, and (2) in compliance 

with the Airport Amended and Restated Trust Agreement and Bond Covenants.  Such amendments 

and subsequent agreement shall maintain their current provisions, including those enforcing

releases of claims and requiring business partners to provide similar relief received to their 

subtenants and/or subcontractors. 

Section 3. Directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to continue to 

provide monthly reports to this Board regarding section 1 above, pursuant to Ordinance No. 14-

65. Each report shall, at a minimum, detail the passenger traffic and level of business productivity

at MIA since COVID-19’s impact.

Section 4. Directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to strategize and 

develop a forward-looking long-term plan to provide financial assistance to concessionaires at 

MIA due to the effects of COVID-19. Such plan shall at the very least explore potential changes 
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to existing concessionaire contracts and examine the impacts of passenger volumes in relation to 

revenues generated while ensuring compliance with rules of the Federal Aviation Administration, 

the Airport Amended and Restated Trust Agreement, and Bond Covenants. 

Section 5. Directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to place a report on 

this Board’s agenda regarding section 4 above, pursuant to Ordinance No. 14-65 detailing the 

information in section 1 above within 120 days of this resolution.  

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa and 

the Co-Sponsor is Senator Javier D. Souto. It was offered by 

Commissioner       , who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner  and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as 

follows:  
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Rebeca Sosa, Acting Chairwoman 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee 

Raquel A. Regalado 

Sen. René García 

Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Joe A. Martinez 

Jean Monestime 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 15th day 

of December, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Altanese Phenelus 

________________________________________________________________________
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