
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 14(A)(6)

TO: Honorable Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa  DATE: December 15, 2020
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution accepting nine  

Successor County Attorney environmentally endangered  

lands covenants in Miami-Dade 

County, Florida  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources 

Department and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Infrastructure & Capital 

Improvements Committee. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan     

Successor County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) authorize the acceptance of nine 
covenants running with the land for the preservation and maintenance of environmentally endangered 
lands listed below and shown as attachments to the resolution. 

Scope 

These covenants are for properties located in Commission Districts 2 and 8, which are represented by 
Commissioner Jean Monestime and Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava, respectively. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

Under Sec. 193.501(3)(a), Florida Statutes, and Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County 

(Code), these properties will receive preferential tax treatment through reductions in their assessed 
property values from the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser upon execution of the covenants 
and approval by the Board.  

Track Record / Monitor 

The Manager of the Tree and Forest Resources Section in the Department of Regulatory and 
Economic Resources, Division of Environmental Resources Management, Lazaro Quintino, will 
monitor these covenants.  

Background 

On December 4, 1979, Chapter 25B (Article II) of the Code was approved by the Board under 
Ordinance No. 79-105. This ordinance allows qualifying property owners to voluntarily enter into a 
10-year covenant running with the land and in favor of Miami-Dade County with the Board, 

stipulating that their property will be preserved and maintained in its natural state subject to one (1) or 
more conservation restrictions. Additionally, Ordinance No. 79-105 provides an economic incentive 

for owners of environmentally endangered lands, such as hammocks and pinelands, who choose to 
manage their land in a natural state and preserve the natural resource values. Renewals of existing 
covenants for additional 10-year periods are also available to willing property owners.  

There are currently 88 properties with environmentally endangered lands covenants in Miami-Dade 

County, comprising a total of 411 acres. Many of the existing covenanted properties include pine 
rocklands that once covered 185,000 acres in Miami-Dade County but are now officially designated 
as globally imperiled habitat. Over 225 native plants live in pine rocklands with more than 20 percent 

of those species being endemic and 10 species being federally listed as threatened or endangered and 
at least two other species locally extinct.  

Date: 

To: Honorable Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Accepting Nine Environmentally Endangered Lands Covenants in Miami-Dade 
County 

December 15, 2020
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Honorable Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

Page 2  

Under Chapter 25B of the Code, the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources shall review 
proposed covenants and make recommendations to the Board as to whether the land qualifies as 
environmentally endangered. To qualify, lands must have: (a) unique ecological characteristics, (b) 

features of a rare or limited nature constituting wildlife habitat, (c) coastal protection elements, or (d) 
scientific, geologic or archaeological significance. Examples of lands qualifying under Chapter 25B 

are mangrove forests, hammock and tree islands, pinelands, wetlands and native cypress forests.  

Once a site has been determined to qualify as environmentally endangered, the application and 

covenant are submitted to the Board for approval. Upon approval by the Board and execution of the 
attached covenants, the assessed property values will be reduced by the Property Appraiser’s Office, 

resulting in tax savings to the property owners. If any portion of the covenant is breached, the 
property owner is then liable for all deferred tax liability (i.e. taxes that would have been required had 
the endangered land designation not been granted) plus any required interest and/or penalties on the 

deferred tax liability. 

The sites listed below meet the criteria for environmentally endangered lands. Therefore, the 
resolution is recommended for approval of the attached nine environmentally endangered lands 
covenants for the following properties in Miami-Dade County.  

New Covenants 

Attachment A: Lydia Borgatta (0.643 acres of tropical hardwood hammock/sinkhole lake feature) 
Folio 30-2218-002-0320 at 410 NE 152 Street, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment B: Michael M. & Shirley A. Wood (0.13 acres of pine rockland) 

Folio 30-6931-004-0350 at 17442 SW 266 Terrace, Miami-Dade County 
Attachment C: Thomas R. & Margaret Gerrish (0.273 acres of tropical hardwood hammock) 

Folio 33-5023-002-0190 at 13900 Old Cutler Road, Miami-Dade County 
Attachment D: Iris McDonald (1.211 acres of pine rockland)  

Folio 30-6931-000-0460 at 16091 SW 266 Terrace, Miami-Dade County 

Renewal Covenants 

Attachment E: Thomas J. Blakley (3.07 acres of tropical hardwood hammock) 
Folio 30-7906-000-0100 at 28590 SW 170 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment F: James Michael Adams, James K. Adams TRS & James K. Adams REV TR (4.104 

acres of pine rockland) 
Folio 30-6928-000-0500 at 26363 SW 152 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment G: Nesbitt Goulds, LLC (2.763 acres of tropical hardwood hammock) 
Folio 30-6917-000-0031 at 22000 SW 157 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment H: Roberto Moreno (4.333 acres of pine rockland) 

Folio 30-6914-000-0300 at 22520 SW 134 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 
Attachment I: Roberta Lovett (3.824 acres of pine rockland) 

Folio 30-6914-000-0287 at 22405 SW 137 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 
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Honorable Acting Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

December 15, 2020
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Approved      Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(6)
12-15-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING NINE ENVIRONMENTALLY 
ENDANGERED LANDS COVENANTS IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY,

FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the 

accompanying memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the attached nine covenants have been submitted pursuant to Chapter 

25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, and Section 193.501, Florida Statutes, which both 

provide for beneficial ad valorem tax classifications for outdoor recreational or parkland and 

environmentally endangered lands, covering properties identified as: 

1. Folio: 30-2218-002-0320 at 410 NE 152 Street, 0.643 acres of tropical hardwood

hammock & sinkhole lake (Attachment A);

2. Folio: 30-6931-004-0350 at 17442 SW 266 Terrace, 0.013 acres of pine rockland

(Attachment B);

3. Folio: 33-5023-002-0190 at 13900 Old Cutler Road, 0.273 acres of tropical

hardwood hammock (Attachment C);

4. Folio: 30-6931-000-0460 at 16091 SW 266 Terrace, 1.211 acres of pine rockland

(Attachment D);

5. Folio: 30-7906-000-0100 at 28590 SW 170 Avenue, 3.07 acres of tropical

hardwood hammock (Attachment E);

6. Folio: 30-6928-000-0500 at 26363 SW 152 Avenue, 4.104 acres of pine rockland

(Attachment F);
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7. Folio: 30-6917-000-0031 at 22000 SW 157 Avenue, 2.763 acres of tropical

hardwood hammock (Attachment G);

8. Folio: 30-6914-000-0300 at 22520 SW 134 Avenue, 4.333 acres of pine rockland

(Attachment H); and

9. Folio: 30-6914-000-0287 at 22405 SW 137 Avenue, 3.824 acres of pine rockland

(Attachment I); and

WHEREAS, the attached covenants have been executed and are being proffered to this 

Board for acceptance, as indicated in the Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is attached hereto 

and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, this Board finds that the attached covenants meet the criteria for County 

acceptance as set forth in Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board hereby 

accepts the attached covenants and, upon demonstration that they have been properly executed 

by all necessary parties, pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09, hereby directs the County Mayor 

or the County Mayor’s designee to record the aforementioned covenants accepted herein and 

applicable joinders by mortgagees in the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida; and 

to provide recorded copies of the covenants accepted herein and applicable joinders to the Clerk 

of the Board within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this resolution; directs the Clerk of 

the Board to attach and permanently store recorded copies of the covenants and applicable 

joinders together with this resolution; and directs the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s 

designee to forward certified copies of same to the Property Appraiser. 
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The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner  , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Rebeca Sosa, Acting Chairwoman 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sen. René García 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Sen. Javier D. Souto 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 15th day

of December, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency. _______ 

Abbie Schwaderer-Raurell 

7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90



91



92



93



94



95



96



97



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



109



110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



121



122



123



124



125



126



127



128



129



130



131



132



133



134



135



136


	314245- EEL Covenants RESO 9-28-2020.pdf
	WHEREAS, the attached nine (9) covenants have been submitted pursuant to Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, and Section 193.501, Florida Statutes, which both provide for beneficial ad valorem tax classifications for outdoor recreational or...
	WHEREAS, the attached nine (9) covenants have been submitted pursuant to Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, and Section 193.501, Florida Statutes, which both provide for beneficial ad valorem tax classifications for outdoor recreational or...
	1. Folio: 30-2218-002-0320 at 410 NE 152 Street, 0.643 acres of tropical hardwood hammock & sinkhole lake (Attachment A);
	2. Folio: 30-6931-004-0350 at 17442 SW 266 Terrace, 0.013 acres of pine rockland (Attachment B);
	3. Folio: 33-5023-002-0190 at 13900 Old Cutler Road, 0.273 acres of tropical hardwood hammock (Attachment C);
	4. Folio: 30-6931-000-0460 at 16091 SW 266 Terrace, 1.211 acres of pine rockland (Attachment D);
	5. Folio: 30-7906-000-0100 at 28590 SW 170 Avenue, 3.07 acres of tropical hardwood hammock (Attachment E);
	6. Folio: 30-6928-000-0500 at 26363 SW 152 Avenue, 4.104 acres of pine rockland (Attachment F);
	7. Folio: 30-6917-000-0031 at 22000 SW 157 Avenue, 2.763 acres of tropical hardwood hammock (Attachment G);
	8. Folio: 30-6914-000-0300 at 22520 SW 134 Avenue, 4.333 acres of pine rockland (Attachment H); and
	9. Folio: 30-6914-000-0287 at 22405 SW 137 Avenue, 3.824 acres of pine rockland (Attachment I).
	WHEREAS, the attached covenants have been executed and are being proffered to this Board for acceptance, as indicated in the Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and




