
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(I)(2)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: 

Successor County Attorney 

January 20, 2021 

Resolution approving the 

terms of a Memorandum of  

Understanding on Cooperation, 

for a period of five years,  

between the Bureau of  

International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs of the U.S.  

Department of State and Miami- 

Dade County, by and through the 

Miami-Dade Police Department,  

for training of international law  

enforcement personnel and  

assistance with anti-crime efforts 

overseas; authorizing the County 

Mayor to execute the  

Memorandum of Understanding  

and exercise all provisions set  

forth therein, including  

amendments as to the countries  

trained, courses offered, and  

funds received, and termination  

provision; and authorizing  

the County Mayor to apply for,  

receive, and expend available  

funds to implement this program 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Miami-Dade Police Department and placed on 

the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Joe A. Martinez. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan  

Successor County Attorney 

GBK/smm 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioner (Board) approve the attached 
resolution approving the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Cooperation between The 
Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) of the U.S. Department of State and 
Miami-Dade County (County), by and through the Miami-Dade Police Department (MDPD), to train 
international law enforcement personnel and provide assistance with anti-crime efforts overseas.  It is also 
recommended that this Board authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 
MOU and exercise all provisions set forth therein. In addition, it is also recommended that the Board 
authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to apply for, receive, and expend available funds 
to implement this program. This MOU will be effective upon signature by all parties, and will remain in 
effect until January 31, 2026. 

Scope 
This MOU provides for the continuation of a cooperative relationship between the U.S. Department of 
State, INL, and the County via the MDPD.   

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The INL estimates that approximately $1 million in funding per year will be allocated for the 
implementation of this program. Such funding will be used to reimburse the County and MDPD for 
allowable program expenses, such as personnel, travel, training course materials, supplies, equipment, and 
other items.  Training and other services provided by the MDPD will be conducted on an overtime basis. 

Track Record/Monitor 
To ensure compliance with requirements of this MOU, all activities and services will be monitored by 
Major Carlos Gonzalez, of the MDPD’s Miami-Dade Public Safety Training Institute. 

Background 
The Bureau of International Matters (INM) was created in 1978 to reduce drug trafficking from Latin 
America into the United States.  The INM’s mission expanded beyond combating drugs to fighting 
corruption and transnational crime around the world.  To reflect its expanded mission, the INM was re-
established in 1995 as the INL.  Today, the INL uses a wide range of tools to counter crime, illegal drugs, 
and instability abroad, including foreign assistance, bilateral diplomacy, multilateral engagement, and 
reporting, sanctions, and rewards.  The INL has two complementary core competencies: (1) helping partner 
governments assess, build, reform, and sustain competent and legitimate criminal justice systems, and (2) 
developing and implementing the architecture necessary for international drug control and cross-border law 
enforcement cooperation.  The INL works with partner nations, international and regional organizations, 
non-governmental organizations, and U.S. federal, state, and local criminal justice entities to achieve its 
mission.  

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving the Terms of and Authorizing the Execution of a Memorandum of 
Understanding on Cooperation Between The Bureau of International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs of the Department of State and Miami-Dade County 

January 20, 2021

Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 

The MDPD’s partnership with the INL began in 2012, pursuant to Resolution No. R-690-12, which 
authorized the MDPD to conduct training, advise, and mentor law enforcement personnel from Columbia, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, and Mexico.  Based on the quality of training and 
expertise provided by the MDPD, the INL invited the County, through the MDPD, to continue this 
innovative partnership for another five year-term.  The County, through the MDPD, will continue working 
with the Department of State in partnership with international law enforcement personnel, and share best 
practices related to anti-crime efforts. 

The MOU establishes a mutual framework governing the respective responsibilities of the INL and the 
County, through the MDPD, to provide assistance to foreign governments relative to international criminal 
activities.  It is the intent of the INL that the MDPD will, consistent with the terms of the MOU, train, 
mentor, and advise international law enforcement personnel.  Achieving this goal will require familiarizing 
the INL with MDPD training offered to such personnel and familiarizing the MDPD personnel with INL 
and its role in the provision of foreign assistance.  The terms and conditions or operational plan(s) for the 
provision of services by the MDPD will be specified in the addendum to the MOU.  The INL will pay the 
County for the costs of the services provided by the MDPD. 

As the INL identifies countries and their respective law enforcement agencies to participate in this program, 
a training plan is developed, including a scope of work and budget, for each participating country.  The INL 
also identifies which MDPD training courses are appropriate for each country, and then provides the 
County with an amendment to the MOU documenting a required training plan for each participating 
country.  Once the amendment is approved by the County and INL, training activities are planned and 
conducted.  At the conclusion of training for each participating country, services provided by the MDPD are 
reimbursed by the INL, as permitted by the MOU. 

_______________________________ 
JD Patterson 
Chief Public Safety Officer  
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

January 20, 2021
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(I)(2)
1-20-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TERMS OF A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON COOPERATION, 

FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS, BETWEEN THE BUREAU 

OF INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AFFAIRS OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

STATE AND MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, BY AND THROUGH 

THE MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT, FOR TRAINING 

OF INTERNATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL 

AND ASSISTANCE WITH ANTI-CRIME EFFORTS 

OVERSEAS; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND EXERCISE 

ALL PROVISIONS SET FORTH THEREIN, INCLUDING 

AMENDMENTS AS TO THE COUNTRIES TRAINED, 

COURSES OFFERED, AND FUNDS RECEIVED, AND 

TERMINATION PROVISION; AND AUTHORIZING THE 

COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

APPLY FOR, RECEIVE, AND EXPEND AVAILABLE FUNDS 

TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROGRAM   

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves the foregoing recital, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2. Approves the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation, 

for a period of five years, between the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement 

Affairs of the U.S. Department of State and Miami-Dade County, by and through the Miami-Dade 

Police Department, for training of international law enforcement personnel and assistance with 

anti-crime efforts overseas, in substantially the form attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
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Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation and exercise all provisions set forth therein, 

including amendments as to the countries trained, courses offered, and funds received, and 

termination provision. 

Section 4. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to apply for, receive, 

and expend available funds to implement this program in accordance with the terms of the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation and any other requirements from the Bureau of 

International Narcotics and Law Enforcement of the U. S. Department of State, for and on behalf 

of Miami-Dade County. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 

Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 

Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th 

day of January, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 

Altanese Phenelus  
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XIII. Effective Date and Term

This MOU will become effective when signed by INL and Miami-Dade County and will 

continue into effect until January 31, 2026. 

Department of State, 
Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs 

Kirsten D. Madison Date 
Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs 

Miami-Dade County: 

Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Director 

Date 

Date 

pg.8
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