
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(I)(3) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: January 20, 2021

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving a 

Successor County Attorney Memorandum of Understanding  

and Cost Reimbursement  

Agreement in the amount of  

$15,000.00 with the United  

States Postal Inspection Service  

for participation in a Joint  

Cooperative Law Enforcement  

Task Force to combat the  

trafficking of narcotics and  

related violent crimes that have  

a nexus to the United States mail; 

authorizing the County Mayor  

to execute the Memorandum  

of Understanding and Cost  

Reimbursement Agreement,  

to exercise the cancellation and  

termination provisions  

contained therein, and to execute  

amendments, provided that such 

amendments do not alter the term 

or the purpose and nature of the  

agreement to develop a  

cooperative effort to investigate  

and prosecute criminal offenses  

involving the trafficking of  

controlled substances and  

money laundering 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Miami-Dade Police Department and placed on 

the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Joe A. Martinez. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan  

Successor County Attorney 

GBK/smm 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached 
resolution authorizing the County Mayor or County Mayor’s Designee to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Cost Reimbursement Agreement with the United 
States Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) in the amount of $15,000.00 that allows the Miami-Dade 
Police Department (MDPD) to participate in a joint cooperative law enforcement task force to 
combat the trafficking of narcotics and related violent crimes.  It is further recommended that the 
Board authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to exercise termination and 
cancellation provisions, and to execute any amendments, provided that such amendments do not 
alter the term, or purpose and nature of the agreement to develop a cooperative effort between the 
MDPD and the USPIS for the investigation and prosecution of criminal offenses involving the 
trafficking of controlled substances and money laundering violations.  The MOU and Cost 
Reimbursement Agreement shall become effective upon signature by all parties and shall be in 
effect until June 30, 2025, unless terminated or cancelled.  

Scope 
Participation in this task force supports investigations that may cross jurisdictional lines within the 
Southern District of Florida, including Broward and Miami-Dade Counties. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee is authorized to execute the MOU and the 
Cost Reimbursement Agreement between the USPIS and Miami-Dade County, by and through the 
MDPD, to exercise termination and cancellation provisions, and to execute amendments, provided 
that such amendments do not alter the term or purpose and nature of the agreement to develop a 
cooperative effort between the MDPD and the USPIS for the investigation and prosecution of 
criminal offenses involving trafficking of controlled substances and money laundering.   

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
USPIS will reimburse the MDPD for overtime in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00 for all 
assigned MDPD investigations per fiscal year. Additionally, the MOU requires all parties to 
indemnify and hold harmless each other, which may be a fiscal impact should the County have to 
litigate any claim arising from the MOU. 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving the Terms and Execution of Memoranda of Understanding 
and Cost Reimbursement Agreements Between the United States Postal 
Inspection Service and Miami-Dade County for Joint Task Force Operations  

January 20, 2021
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Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 
 

 

 
Track Record/Monitor 
The MOU and Cost Reimbursement Agreement will be monitored by Major Jesus Ramirez, of 
MDPD’s Narcotics Bureau, and Assistant Director Gustavo Knoepffler, of MDPD’s Departmental 
Services, to ensure compliance with the requirements of the MOU and Cost Reimbursement 
Agreement. 
 
Background 
This MOU establishes the USPIS’s policies and procedures that govern the task force whose 
purpose is to develop a cooperative effort with the MDPD for the investigation and prosecution of  
criminal offenses relating to the trafficking of controlled and other dangerous substances that 
utilize or have a nexus to the United States mail, as well as mail suspected of containing proceeds 
related to narcotics transactions, and related money laundering offenses.  The Cost Reimbursement 
Agreement establishes the policies, procedures, and requirements for reimbursement by the USPIS 
for MDPD officer overtime costs associated with MDPD’s participation in task force operations, 
including detection, investigation, and prosecution of crimes.  These kinds of interagency law 
enforcement task forces provide a proactive, coordinated response to investigating crimes while 
maximizing resources and results. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
JD Patterson 
Chief Public Safety Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

January 20, 2021
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(I)(3)
1-20-21 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING AND COST REIMBURSEMENT 

AGREEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000.00 WITH THE 

UNITED STATES POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN A JOINT COOPERATIVE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE TO COMBAT THE 

TRAFFICKING OF NARCOTICS AND RELATED VIOLENT 

CRIMES THAT HAVE A NEXUS TO THE UNITED STATES 

MAIL; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE 

COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND COST 

REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT, TO EXERCISE THE 

CANCELLATION AND TERMINATION PROVISIONS 

CONTAINED THEREIN, AND TO EXECUTE AMENDMENTS, 

PROVIDED THAT SUCH AMENDMENTS DO NOT ALTER 

THE TERM OR THE PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE 

AGREEMENT TO DEVELOP A COOPERATIVE EFFORT TO 

INVESTIGATE AND PROSECUTE CRIMINAL OFFENSES 

INVOLVING THE TRAFFICKING OF CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES AND MONEY LAUNDERING 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves the Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) and Cost 

Reimbursement Agreement (“agreement”), in the amount of $15,000.00 with the United States 

Postal Inspection Service and Miami-Dade County, by and through the Miami-Dade Police 

Department, for participation in a narcotics related task force, in substantially the form attached 

hereto and made a part hereof.  
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Section 2. Authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to execute 

the MOU and the agreement with the United States Postal Inspection Service in substantially the 

form attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to exercise 

the cancellation and termination provisions contained in the MOU and the agreement, and to 

execute amendments, provided that such amendments do not alter the term, or purpose and nature 

of the agreement  to develop a cooperative effort to investigate and prosecute criminal offenses 

involving the trafficking of controlled substances and money laundering, as may be necessary on 

behalf of Miami-Dade County, for a term ending on June 30, 2025, unless terminated or cancelled. 

 The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 

Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 

Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th day

of January, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 

Altanese Phenelus  
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