
Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to gain approval of the Board of County Commissioners (Board) 
for execution of a grant application for up to $4,750,000 with the United States Department 
of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to purchase 10 40-foot 
battery electric buses for the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW). 
These buses would replace existing buses in the DTPW fleet, as the active fleet consists of 
746 buses, approximately 10 percent of which (75 buses) have exceeded their useful life span 
based upon FTA guidelines. The delivery of these buses is anticipated by the end of 2023. 

The total estimated cost of the new replacement buses is $9,500,000. This grant will provide 
$4,750,000, which represents FTA’s federal share of 50 percent.  Local funds will be 
provided for the required 50 percent match of $4,750,000, which may possibly be Charter 
County Transportation Surtax (Surtax) funds. At the appropriate time, the contract intended 
to be funded with said matching surtax funds, as well as any required amendments to the PTP 
Five-Year Plan, will be forwarded to the Citizens’ Independent Transportation Trust for its 
review and recommendation and subsequently to the Board for approval. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the terms of and authorize the County Mayor or 
County Mayor’s designee to execute and file a grant application on behalf of Miami-Dade 
County with USDOT FTA for Fiscal Year 2021 Section 5339(c) Low or No Emission 
Grant Program (Low-No Program) funding in the amount of $4,750,000.  This funding will 
be used to purchase 10 replacement 40-foot electric buses.  A completed grant application 
must be submitted to FTA before federal funds can be awarded. The total project cost is 
$9,500,000.  It is further recommended that the Board authorize receipt and expenditure of 
funds as specified in the grant agreement.  A public hearing is required in accordance with 
federal regulations. 

Scope 
This impact of this project benefits the riding public and is, therefore, countywide in nature. 

Delegated Authority 

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Approving Terms of and Authorizing the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 
Designee to Execute and File a Grant Application with the United States 
Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration, for Fiscal Year 
2021 Section 5339(c) Low or No Emission Grant Program Funding in the 
Amount of $4,750,000 

April 4, 2023 

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III    
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Pursuant of Section 2-8.3 of the County Code, there are no delegations of authority beyond 
those specified in the attached resolution.     

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
This project is included in the Fiscal Year 2022-23 Adopted Budget and Multi-Year Capital 
Plan under Bus Related Projects (Program No. 673800 and Project No. 3001290 CIP147) 
with funding to be received and buses purchased in Fiscal Year 2023. The requested FTA 
funding for the 10 battery electric replacement buses will reduce the amount of local 
funding needed in accordance with DTPW’s Fleet Replacement Plan, thereby, lessening the 
financial impact to the County.      

The total estimated cost of the new replacement buses is $9,500,000. This grant will 
provide $4,750,000, which represents FTA’s federal share of 50 percent.  Local funds will 
be provided for the required 50 percent match of $4,750,000.  

It is anticipated that Charter County Transportation Surtax (Surtax) funds may be used as 
the matching funds for this project. At the appropriate time, the contract intended to be 
funded with said matching surtax funds, as well as any required amendments to the PTP 
Five-Year Plan, will be forwarded to the Citizens’ Independent Transportation Trust for its 
review and recommendation and subsequently to the Board for approval.   

Track Record/Monitor 
The monitor for this federal application is Robert Villar, DTPW Chief Financial Officer.  
The Project Manager for the bus purchase is Carlos Delgado, P.E., DTPW, Infrastructure 
and Field Engineering Division.       

Background 
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) continues authorization under 49 U.S.C. 5339(c) 
to provide competitive grants for eligible projects under the Low-No Program.  The 
purpose of the Low-No Program is to support the transition of the nation’s transit fleet to 
the lowest polluting and most energy efficient transit vehicle technologies, thereby 
reducing local air pollution and direct carbon emissions, and to support the deployment of 
technologically advanced U.S.-made transit buses that have been largely proven in testing 
and demonstrations but are not yet widely deployed in transit fleets.   

On February 18, 2021, the FTA published a Notice of Funding Opportunity soliciting 
proposals to compete for $182,000,000 in Fiscal Year 2021 Low-No Program funding.  In 
response to the solicitation, DTPW submitted a request for $4,750,000 to purchase 10 battery 
electric buses to replace 10 older model traditional diesel buses that have exceeded their 
useful life span (12 years and/or 500,000 miles of service).  The requested federal funding 
represented 50 percent of the total cost of the buses.  DTPW proposed to provide the 50 
percent required local match of $4,750,000.  On June 25, 2021, the USDOT announced the 
selection of 20 transit providers that would receive a share of the $182,000,000 allocated for 
the Low-No Program.   
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Currently, DTPW’s active fleet consists of 746 buses. Approximately 10 percent (75 buses) 
of the active fleet have exceeded their useful life span based upon FTA Circular 5010.1E, 
pages IV-25 (12 years and/or 500,000 miles of service). The fleet is comprised of 687 full 
size buses, 56 articulated buses and 3 minibuses.  The average age of the fleet is 4.7 years.   

In an effort to improve performance reliability and safety, DTPW has been involved in 
actively assessing opportunities to acquire the most effective technology for its Metrobus 
system and has investigated the feasibility of utilizing alternative fuels such as biodiesel, 
compressed natural gas and battery-electric vehicles in its transit bus fleet.  In accordance 
with federal guidelines, DTPW has issued a Request for Proposals soliciting bids for the 
manufacturing and delivery of battery-electric transit buses and charging systems.  DTPW 
anticipates the delivery and acceptance of the buses in 2023.   

This project will maximize public health benefits by reducing diesel exhaust exposure.  The 
reduction in emissions from this project will be a significant benefit for the people living in 
the operating service area and to DTPW’s commitment to improving air quality, promoting 
public health and to providing safe, efficient, and reliable transportation for the riding public.  

_________________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(N)(4)
4-4-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AND FILE A 
GRANT APPLICATION WITH THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL TRANSIT 
ADMINISTRATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021, SECTION 
5339(c) LOW OR NO EMISSION GRANT PROGRAM 
FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,750,000.00; 
AUTHORIZING RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS 
PURSUANT TO SUCH APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT 
AND OF ANY ADDITIONAL FUNDS AS SPECIFIED IN THE 
AGREEMENT SHOULD SUCH FUNDS BECOME AVAILABLE 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing has been conducted on Miami-Dade County’s application 

for section 5339(c) Low or No Emission Grant Program (Low-No Program) funding as described 

in the accompanying memorandum,   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:  

Section 1.   This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute and file a grant application with the United States Department of Transportation Federal 

Transit Administration (FTA) for Fiscal Year 2021, section 5339(c) Low or No Program funding 

in the amount of $4,750,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing 10 new electric replacement buses 

and further authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to provide all necessary 

supporting documentation in the form of the template attached to the resolution.   
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Section 2.  This Board authorizes receipt and expenditure of funds received pursuant 

to such application and agreement and further authorizes receipt and expenditure of any additional 

funds as specified in the agreement should they become available.      

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of 

April, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Bruce Libhaber 
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