
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 5(F) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: April 4, 2023 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution granting petition to 
County Attorney close a portion of SW 229 

Terrace between SW 127 Avenue 
and the South Dade Transitway 
(busway) and a remaining 
portion of SW 126 Road (also 
known as North Loop) lying east 
of SW 127 Avenue and 
southwest of SW 229 Terrace 
(Vacation of Right-of-Way 
Petition No. P-993) filed by 
Thomas B. Ward Jr. and Delores 
A. Ward; and waiving the
signature requirements of
Resolution No. 7606 as to
adjacent property owners

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Transportation and Public Works Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Attachments:  Exhibit 1 – Location Maps, Exhibit 2 – Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition P-993, Exhibit 
“A” – Boundary Survey 

Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is for the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to grant a petition filed by 
Mr. Thomas B. Ward, Jr. and Ms. Delores A. Ward to vacate the subject portion of County right-of-way. 
If this petition is granted, the underlying lands will become incorporated into the abutting properties. The 
owners of all the abutting properties wish to close the portion of the SW 229 Terrace Between SW 127 
Avenue and the South Dade Transitway (Busway) and a remaining portion of SW 126 Road (also known 
as North Loop) lying east of SW 127 Avenue and southwest of SW 229 Terrace to incorporate the land 
into their properties for development purposes for the Children’s Rainbow Day School on the petitioners’ 
properties to the north and the Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue Department’s proposed fire station on the 
properties to the south. 

The subject portion of right-of-way is covered with grass, trees, and brush and has never been improved 
nor maintained by Miami-Dade County. The $21,046.21 fee for this Vacation of Right-of-Way petition 
has been paid.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board grant Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition P-993, attached to this 
Memorandum as Exhibit 2, following a public hearing. The Miami-Dade County Departments of 
Regulatory and Economic Resources, Transportation and Public Works (DTPW), Water and Sewer, and 
Fire Rescue have no objection to this portion of right-of-way being vacated. This request conforms with 
County regulations governing the procedures for the vacation of County right-of-way as set forth in 
Resolution No. 7606. The subject portion of right-of-way includes areas of grass, trees, and brush. 
Location maps are attached as Exhibit 1. 

Scope 
The subject Vacation of Right-of-Way petition is located within District 8, which is represented by 
Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The Property Appraiser’s Office has assessed the properties adjacent to the subject portion of right-of-way 
at an average rate of $9.90 per square foot. Therefore, the estimated value of the subject land is $190,862. 
However, all the properties abutting the subject portion of right-of-way are tax-exempt. Therefore, the 
granting of this petition will not result in an increase in revenue from property taxes. The fee for this 
Vacation of Right-of-Way petition is $21,046.21. 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III    
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition P-993, Section: 13-56-39, SW 229 Terrace Between 
SW 127 Avenue and the South Dade Transitway (Busway); and a Remaining Portion of 
SW 126 Road (also known as North Loop) Lying East of SW 127 Avenue and Southwest 
of SW 229 Terrace, Commission District: 8 

April 4, 2023
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Track Record/Monitor 
DTPW is the entity overseeing this project and the person responsible for monitoring is Maria D. Molina, 
P.E., Chief, Right-of-Way Division.

Delegated Authority 
There is no delegation of authority associated with this item. 

Background 
The owners of all the abutting properties wish to close the portion of the SW 229 Terrace Between SW 
127 Avenue and the South Dade Transitway (Busway) and a remaining portion of SW 126 Road (also 
known as North Loop) lying east of SW 127 Avenue and southwest of SW 229 Terrace to incorporate the 
land into their properties for development purposes for the Children’s Rainbow Day School on the 
petitioners’ properties to the north and the Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue Department’s proposed fire 
station on the properties to the south. 

The subject portion of right-of-way is covered with grass, trees, and brush and has never been improved 
nor maintained by Miami-Dade County. A segment of wooden rail fence encroaches upon the subject 
portion of right-of-way to be closed. 

The subject lands were dedicated to Miami-Dade County for perpetual use of the public in 1926 by the 
plat of SILVER PALM PARK, recorded in Plat Book 25, at Page 13, of the Public Records of Miami-
Dade County, Florida. Four of the abutting properties are zoned RU-1 (Single-Family Residential District, 
7,500 square feet net). One abutting property is zoned GU (Interim District). 

_________________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

April 4, 2023
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 5(F)
4-4-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION GRANTING PETITION TO CLOSE A PORTION OF 
SW 229 TERRACE BETWEEN SW 127 AVENUE AND THE SOUTH 
DADE TRANSITWAY (BUSWAY) AND A REMAINING PORTION 
OF SW 126 ROAD (ALSO KNOWN AS NORTH LOOP) LYING 
EAST OF SW 127 AVENUE AND SOUTHWEST OF SW 229 
TERRACE (VACATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PETITION NO. P-
993) FILED BY THOMAS B. WARD JR. AND DELORES A. WARD;
AND WAIVING THE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS OF
RESOLUTION NO. 7606 AS TO ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition No. P-993 was signed by the private 

property owners abutting on the north side of the portion of right-of-way sought to be closed; and 

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County, through its Fire Rescue Department, the user 

department of all the properties abutting on the south side of the portion of right-of-way sought to 

be closed, has no objection to the right-of-way being vacated; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held in compliance with Resolution No. 7606, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are approved and incorporated by reference. 

Section 2. Resolution No. 7606 is waived to the extent that it requires the signatures 

of all adjacent property owners on the petition to close a road. 
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Section 3. Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition No. P-993 is hereby granted and the 

alley, avenue, street, highway, or other place used for travel as described in the petition attached 

as Exhibit 2 to the Mayor’s Memorandum is hereby vacated, abandoned, and closed. 

Section 4. All rights of Miami-Dade County and the public in and to the same are 

hereby renounced and disclaimed. 

Section 5. It is found that the action will serve a public purpose and benefit the public 

without violating private property rights. 

Section 6. The procedure utilized in the adoption of this resolution is expressly ratified 

and approved. 

Section 7. Pursuant to Resolution No. 7606, the Clerk is hereby directed to publish 

notice of the adoption of this resolution one time within 30 days hereafter in a newspaper of general 

circulation of Miami-Dade County and the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee shall record 

the proof of publication of the notice of public hearing of this resolution as adopted and the proof 

of publication of the notice of the adoption of this hearing in the public records of Miami-Dade 

County. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      ,  

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of 

April, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Annery Pulgar Alfonso 
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