
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 3(B)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: March 3, 2026 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan      SUBJECT: Resolution ratifying the County 
County Attorney Mayor’s application for and 

acceptance of a grant award in 
the amount of $5,000.00 from the 
National Council on Aging to 
support the Social Connections 
Project for Older Adults, as well 
as execution of the grant 
agreement for a term 
commencing on October 1, 2025 
through June 20, 2026; and 
authorizing the County Mayor to: 
(1) expend such grant funds; (2)
execute other necessary
documents and agreements; and
(3) exercise the provisions set
forth therein

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Community Services Department and placed on 
the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Marleine Bastien. 

GBK/ks
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Executive Summary 
The Community Services Department (CSD), Miami-Dade County’s (County) largest provider 
of social services and a nationally accredited agency through the Council on Accreditation, the 
nation’s premier accrediting entity for social services entities, has been awarded grant funding 
from the National Council on Aging (NCOA) to support its Social Connections Project; this 
project seeks to elevate over 90 community-based organizations across the Country to promote 
social connection and mental well-being among vulnerable older adults. 

CSD will leverage the $5,000 grant award to provide a series of in-person interactive sessions 
through two of its Adult Day Centers with the goal of engaging a minimum of 40 older adults 
who are 60 years of age or older. These sessions will utilize structured curriculum to reduce 
isolation and enhance the mental health of participants. This series will be comprised of three 
sessions that will be repeated twice during the nine-month grant term. 

As part of receiving this award, a CSD staff member will receive specialized training to serve 
as a Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) Instructor. Said staff member will be able to further 
leverage this experience and provide additional training to other CSD personnel, volunteers, 
and interested community members thereby strengthening CSD’s internal capacity for 
assisting vulnerable residents and supporting long-term community benefits beyond the grant 
term. These trainings will serve to build up a network of connections and training individuals 
throughout the community to ensure that older adults in the County do not have to navigate 
aging or mental health experiences alone. 

Subject to Resolution No. R-1170-06, CSD, as the County Mayor’s designee, seeks ratification 
of such application for and acceptance of this grant award, and the execution of documents 
necessary for doing so. 

Social isolation and loneliness among older adults are increasingly recognized as public health 
risks—impacting physical health, mental health, and quality of life. This work directly aligns 
with CSD’s responsibility to provide aging residents with a continuum of care that allows for 
dignity, connection, and meaningful engagement. 

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Ratification of Application for and Acceptance of Grant Award and Execution of 
Grant Agreement for the National Council on Aging Social Connections Project 

March 3, 2026

Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 2 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that this Board: 

1) Ratify the County Mayor’s or County Mayor’s designee’s application for and
acceptance of a grant award in the amount of $5,000 from the NCOA, as well as
execution of the grant agreement, for the period of October 1, 2025, through June 30,
2026. The grant award letter is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

2) Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to expend the grant funds
for implementation of the Social Connections Project.

3) Ratify the County Mayor’s or County Mayor’s designee’s execution of a Grant
Agreement with the NCOA for the implementation of programming as described
herein, attached hereto as Exhibit B.

4) Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute other documents
and agreements that are necessary for implementation of the project, and to exercise
the provisions set forth in all documents and agreements authorized in this resolution,
provided that such documents and agreements and any amendments thereto are
consistent with the purposes described herein and following approval by the County
Attorney’s Office for form and legal sufficiency.

Scope 
This project has a countywide community benefit, with services delivered at the following 
designated Adult Day Centers serving older adults throughout the County: 

1. Miami-Dade County North Dade Adult Day Care Center (District 2)
60 NE 166th Street
Miami, FL 33162

2. Miami-Dade County West Dade Adult Day Care Center (District 6)
6950 North Water Way Drive
Miami, FL 33155

Delegation of Authority 
Upon approval of this item, the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee will have 
delegated authority to expend the grant funds and execute all other agreements and documents 
necessary to implement the project and to exercise the provisions contained therein.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is a positive fiscal impact to the County of $5,000.00 for programming; there is no 
negative fiscal impact to the County’s General Fund. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Cathy Burgos, LCSW, CSD Director, or other supervisory personnel, will oversee and 
administer all work resulting from this resolution 
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Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 3 

Background 
Founded in 1950, NCOA is the oldest national organization focused on older adults. Its mission 
is to advocate for older adults, providing resources, tools, and best practices to ensure their 
health and economic well-being.  

On October 2025, NCOA released this project’s notice of funding opportunity through the 
Humana Foundation to design and implement programming to reduce social isolation and 
enhance mental health of older adults. The program seeks to engage with at least 90 
community-based organizations over three years. 

The Social Connections Project supports structured group workshops, peer-navigation 
supports, and MHFA training to reduce isolation among older adults and provides resources to 
eligible individuals who may be experiencing mental health challenges. The MFHA Instructor 
will participate in six hours of MHFA training, two hours of instructor training pre-work, three 
days of instructor led training, and one hour of post work. Participation and activity reporting 
will be completed in accordance with NCOA requirements. 

CSD’s older adults and disabilities programming is administered through its Older Adults and 
Individuals with Disabilities Division (OAIDSD); OAIDSD currently serves over 2,400 older 
and disabled residents across the County and provides them the opportunity to socialize 
through CSD’s Adult Day Centers, avoid hunger and malnutrition through CSD’s congregate 
meal sites or receive at-home meals through Meals on Wheels, and be provided critical daily 
living assistance by in-home care aides. 

____________________ 
Arnold Palmer  
Chief of Public Safety 
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Docusign Envelope ID: 9CB0798C-F0E6-4955-BF18-771200EEABCA 

request for proposal or application process, GRANTEE agrees to abide by all such requirements and provisions made known to 
GRANTEE, either through the proposal or application process or as explicitly designated below. 

II. GRANTEE RELATIONSHIP

A. GRANTEE Rcprcsentatious, Warranties and Covenants

GRANTEE represents warrants and covenants that:

l. at all times during the Grant Period it is and shall be in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws, regulations,
requirements and standards and all requirements of all funding sources;

2. it possesses the legal right and authority and has obtained all necessary and appropriate official action necessaiy for GRANTEE
to enter into this Agreement, receive the funds authorized by this Agreement, and to perform the services the GRANTEE has
obligated itself to perform under this Agreement.

3. the person or persons signing and executing this Agreement on behalf of the GRANTEE, or representing themselves as persons
authorized to sign and execute this Agreement on behalf of the GRANTEE, have been fully authorized by the GRANTEE to
execute this Agreement on behalf of the GRANTEE and to validly and legally bind the GRANTEE to all terms, conditions,
performances and provisions herein set forth;

4. all statements and responses provided by GRANTEE to NCOA in its grant application and related documents which gave rise to
this Agreement were when given and remain accurate and complete in all material respects.

5. If the subgrant/contract award amount is in excess of $150,000, the subgrantce/contractor confirms it complies with the Clean
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 740l-767 lq.) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387), as amended - and all
applicable standards, orders or regulations issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act (42 U S.C. 7401-767l q) and the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act as amended (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387). Violations must be reported to the Federal awarding agency and the
Regional Office of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

6. By signing this agreement, the subgrantee/contractor confirms that it is not listed on the governmentwide exclusions in the
System for Award Management (SAM), in accordance with the 0MB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders
12549 (3 CFR part 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR part 1989 Comp., p. 235), "Debarment and Suspension." SAM
Exclusions contains the names of parties debarred, suspended, or otherwise excluded by agencies, as well as parties declared
ineligible under statuto1y or regulato1y authority other than Executive Order 12549.

7. As appropriate and to the extent consistent with law, the non-Federal entity should, to the greatest extent practicable under a
Federal award, provide a preference for the purchase, acquisition, or use of goods, products, or materials produced in the United
States (including but not limited to iron, aluminum, steel, cement, and other manufactured products). The requirements of this
section must be included in all subawards including all contracts and purchase orders for work or products under this award.

For puq>oses of this section:

i. "Produced in the United States" means, for iron and steel products, that all manufacturing processes, from the initial 
melting stage through the application of coatings, occurred in the United States.

11. "Manufactured products" means items and construction materials composed in whole or in part of non-ferrous metals such
as aluminum; plastics and polymer-based products such as polyvinyl chloride pipe; aggregates such as concrete; glass,
including optical fiber; and lumber.

8. This grant award and employees working on this subaward will be subject to the whistleblower rights and remedies in the pilot
program on Contractor employee whistleblower protections established at 41 U.S.C. 47 I 2 by section 828 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Y car 2013 (Pub. L. 112-239) and Federal Acquisition R egulation (FAR) .3....2.0..8.. 

a. The GRANTEE shall inform its employees in writing, in the predominant language of the workforce, of employee
whistleblower rights and protections under 41 U.S.C. 4712., as described in section FAR3.908.
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 3(B)(1) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan

County Attorney 

March 3, 2026
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 3(B)(1)
3-3-26 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE COUNTY MAYOR’S OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE’S APPLICATION FOR AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$5,000.00 FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON AGING TO 
SUPPORT THE SOCIAL CONNECTIONS PROJECT FOR 
OLDER ADULTS, AS WELL AS EXECUTION OF THE GRANT 
AGREEMENT FOR A TERM COMMENCING ON OCTOBER 1, 
2025 THROUGH JUNE 20, 2026; AND AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO: 
(1) EXPEND SUCH GRANT FUNDS; (2) EXECUTE OTHER
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND AGREEMENTS; AND (3)
EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS SET FORTH THEREIN

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves the foregoing recital, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2. Pursuant to Resolution No. R-1170-06, ratifies the County Mayor’s or 

County Mayor’s designee’s application for and acceptance of a grant award in the amount of 

$5,000.00 from the National Council on Aging to support the Social Connections Project for Older 

Adults, as well as execution of the grant agreement, attached to the accompanying County Mayor’s 

memorandum as Exhibit B, for a term commencing on October 1, 2025 through June 20, 2026. 

The Social Connections Project supports structured group workshops, peer-navigation supports, 

and Mental Health First Aid training to reduce isolation among older adults and also provides 

resources to eligible individuals who may be experiencing mental health challenges. 

MDC019



Agenda Item No. 3(B)(1) 
Page No. 2 

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to expend such 

grant funds for the purpose described in section 2. 

Section 4. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute other 

documents and agreements necessary for implementation of the program described in section 2 

and to exercise the provisions set forth in all documents and agreements approved in this 

resolution, provided that such other documents and agreements and any amendments thereto are 

consistent with the purposes described herein and following approval for form and legal 

sufficiency by the County Attorney’s Office.  

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 
Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Sen. René García Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Vicki L. Lopez  
Natalie Milian Orbis Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 
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Page No. 3 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 3rd day 

of March, 2026.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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