OFFICIAL FILE COFY
CLERK OF THE BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEMORANDUM

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA Agenda Ttem No. 14(A)(9)

TO: Honorable Chairman Dennis C. Moss DATE.: May 19, 2009
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A. Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT: Resolution urging Congress
County Attorney to amend immigration laws and

policies to address children who
are U.S. citizens and whose
parents have been deported; and
directing the Mayor to develop
means by which Miami-Dade
County can assist such children

Resolution No. R-626-09

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Co-Prime
Sponsors Senator Javier D. Souto and Vice-Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz.

R. A. CueXas, Jr.
County Attorney

RAC/up



MEMORANDUM

(Revised)

TO: - Honorable Chairman Dennis C. Moss DATE.: May 19, 2009
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R A. ev%ér. SUBJECT: AgendaItem No.14(a) (9)
County Attorn€y

Please note any items checked.

“4-Day Rule” (“3-Day Rule” for committees) applicable if raised
‘6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required

Statement of fiscal impact required

Bid waiver requiring County Mayor’s written recommendation

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Manager’s
report for public hearing

Housekeeping item (no policy decision required)

/
A

No committee review



‘Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(9)
Veto 5-19-09

Override

RESOLUTION NO. _ R-626-09

RESOLUTION URGING CONGRESS AND PRESIDENT
OBAMA’S ADMINISTRATION TO AMEND IMMIGRATION
LAWS AND POLICIES TO ADDRESS CHILDREN WHO ARE
U.S. CITIZENS AND WHOSE PARENTS HAVE BEEN
DEPORTED; URGING CONGRESS AND THE STATE OF
FLORIDA TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE HEALTH,
EDUCATION, HOUSING, NUTRITION AND GENERAL
WELFARE OF SUCH CHILDREN; DIRECTING THE MAYOR
OR DESIGNEE TO DEVELOP MEANS BY WHICH
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY CAN ASSIST SUCH CHILDREN;
DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE TO RESEARCH
AND FIND A SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR AMERICAN
FRATERNITY, INC. AT THE FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL
LEVEL

WHEREAS, at the May 5, 2009 meeting of this Board, Nora Sandigo provided a citizen
presentation regarding the plight of children who are left orphans by U.S. immigration policies
when their parents are deported; and

WHEREAS, these children, some of whom appeared before the Board and testified on
May 5, are U.S. citizens, yet when their parents are deported, these children’s lives are thrown
into disarray; and

WHEREAS, this situation leads not only to instability in children’s lives, but to
substantial financial, emotional and psychological problems for hundreds of children in our
community who are U.S. citizens but who become orphans when their parents are deported; and

WHEREAS, some minor children end up living with extended family members, while
others who have no family members here and end up with few places to turn for food and shelter;

and
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WHEREAS, one child testified about losing everything and having to live in a two room
home with nine people making it hard to concentrate in school and sleep at night, while another
testified that with her mother and baby brother, she had to live in a home with no electricity after
her father was deported; and

WHEREAS, one of the fundamentals underlying U.S. law is that the interests of a child
are rightly put above all other interests, yet the interests of a child who is a U.S. citizen and
whose parents are deported is not receiving sufficient recognition under current immigration
policies; and

WHEREAS, these are children who were born here in the U.S. and have done nothing
wrong, yet their lives are turned upside down when their parents are deported; and

WHEREAS, Nora Sandigo is founder and executive director of American Fraternity,
Inc., an organization based in Sweetwater that provides social services to immigrant families;
and

WHEREAS, Sandigo herself serves as legal guardian to over 400 children in our
community who have become orphans after their parents were deported; and

WHEREAS, a concerted effort needs to be undertaken at the federal, state and local
levels to help and protect these children who live in our community; and

WHEREAS, Congress and the President Obama’s Administration should quickly
improve life for children who are U.S. citizens by stopping the deportation of immigrants who
have no criminal record and who have minor children who are U.S. citizens; and

WHEREAS, Congress and the President Obama’s Administration should also amend

immigration laws and policies to create an expedited legal process whereby American Children
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can petition for the U.S. Residency of their deported parents and minor siblings through their
legal guardian in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the federal government as well as the State of Florida should provide
funding for the health, education, housing, nutrition and general welfare of these American
children who are left orphaned because their parents have been deported; and

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County should find ways to assist these children and members
of our community, including but not limited to undertaking a public information campaign to
make the residents of Miami-Dade County aware of the plight and needs of these children,
providing a mechanism to contribute food, medicines, clothes and money to these children, and
opening Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue stations and other suitable County departments and
facilities; and

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County should find ways to assist these children by
researching and finding sources of funding at the federal, state or local level for the important
work done by American Fraternity, Inc. to help meet the needs of these children,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:

Section 1. Urges Congress and President Obama’s Administration to amend
immigration laws and policies to address Children who are U.S. citizens and whose parents have
been deported.

Section 2. Urges Congress and the State of Florida to provide funding for the health,

education, housing, nutrition and general welfare of such children.
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Section 3. Directs the Mayor or Designee to develop ways to assist these children
and members of our community, including but not limited to undertaking a public information
campaign to make the residents of Miami-Dade County aware of the plight and needs of these
children, providing a mechanism to contribute food, medicines, clothes and money to these
children, and opening Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue stations and other suitable County
departments and facilities.

Section 4. Directs the Mayor or Designee to research and find sources of funding for
American Fraternity, Inc. at the federal, state or local level to help meet the needs of these
children.

Section 5. Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit a certified copy of this
resolution to Senators Martinez and Nelson, the members of the Miami-Dade County
Congressional Delegation and the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security.

Section 6. Directs the County’s federal lobbyists to advocate for the passage of the
legislation set forth in Sections 1 and 2 above, and authorizes and directs that the 2009 and 2010
Federal Legislative Packages be amended to include this item.

The Co-Prime Sponsors of the foregoing resolution are Senator Javier D. Souto
and Vice-Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz. It was offered by Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz ,
who moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sen. Javier D. Souto

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:
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Dennis C. Moss, Chairman aye
Jose "Pepe" Diaz, Vice-Chairman aye

Bruno A. Barreiro aye
Carlos A. Gimenez aye
Barbara J. Jordan  aye
Dorrin D. Rolle aye
Katy Sorenson aye
Sen. Javier D. Souto aye

Audrey M. Edmonson aye

Sally A. Heyman aye
Joe A. Martinez aye
Natacha Seijas absent
Rebeca Sosa aye

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 19" day

of May, 2009. This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its adoption

unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an override by this

Board.

Approved by County Attorney as

to form and legal sufficiency. M

Jess M. McCarty
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

py: DIANE COLLINS
Deputy Clerk




