OFFICIAL FILE COFY
CLERK OF THE BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

MEMORANDUM Agenda Item No. 11(A) (27)

TO: Honorable Chairman Joe A. Martinez DATE: September 1, 2011
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A. Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT: Resolution urging the State of Florida
County Attorney and Governor Rick Scott to apply for
. federal grant funding through the
Race to the Top Early Learning
Challenge

Resolution No. R-711-11

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime
Sponsor Commissioner Barbara J. Jordan.

R. A. Cue{/as, Jr. i
County Attorney
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MEMORANDUM

(Revised)
TO: Honorable Chairman Joe A. Martinez DATE: September 1, 2011
and Members, Board of County Commissioners
FROM: SUBJECT: Agendaltem No. 11(A)(27)

R. A. Cuevas, Jr. 4 C;.‘ |
County Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budgef
Budget required
Statement of fiscal impact required

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Manager’s
report for public hearing -

No committee review

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s )
3/5’s , Unanimous ) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(27)
~ Veto 9-1-11

Override

RESOLUTION NO. R-711-11

RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND
GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL
GRANT FUNDING THROUGH THE RACE TO THE TOP
EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2011, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and U.S.
Health & Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced a new $500 million grant
competition, the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge, which is open only to states; and

WHEREAS, the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge results from business, law
enforcement and military leaders advocating for increased investments in early learning to
reduce crime, strengthen national security, and boost U.S. competitiveness; and

WHEREAS, the Early Learning Challenge will reward states that create comprehensive
plans to transform early learning systems with better coordination, clearer learning standards,
and meaningful workforce development; and

WHEREAS, among other grant criteria for the Early Learning Challenge, states will

need to take action to

» Increase the number and percentage of low-income and disadvantaged children in each
age group of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are enrolled in high-quality early
learning programs; and

»  Design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and
services; and

»  Ensure that any use of assessments conforms with the recommendations of the National
Research Council’s reports on early childhood; and
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WHEREAS, research shows that high-quality early learning programs lead to
long-lasting positive outcomes for children, including increased rates of high school graduation,
college attendance and college completion; and

WHEREAS, despite these research findings, just 40 percent of 4-year olds in America
are currently enrolled in preschool programs; and

WHEREAS, the most recent report from the National Institute for Early Education
Research (NIEER) indicates that, for the first time in a decade, states are reducing some of their
key investments in early learning as they deal with budget gaps; and

WHEREAS, Early Learning Challenge grants will encourage states to make the best
possible use of current federal and state investments in early learning and child care; and

WHEREAS, high quality early learning programs mean that children will enter school
better prepared with a greater chance of finishing high school and college; and

WHEREAS, expanding access to such early education and child care programs will also
make it easier for working parents, giving them peace of mind that their children are in a high
quality learning environment while they are at work; and

WHEREAS, if chosen, Florida has the potential to receive as much as $100 million from
2012 to 2015 through the Early Learning Challenge; and

WHEREAS, there may be some question whether Florida is eligible to apply for grant
funding through the Early Learning Challenge because Florida passed up $3.4 million in grant
funding from the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood and Home Visiting Program; and

WHEREAS, this Board strongly urges the State of Florida and Governor Rick Scott to

apply for the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:

Section 1. Urges the State of Florida and Governor Rick Scott to apply for federal
grant funding through the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge.

Section 2. Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit certified copies of the resolution
to the Governor, Senate President, House Speaker, the Chair and Members of the Miami-Dade
State Legislative Delegation and the Director of the Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation.

Section 3. Directs the County’s state lobbyists to advocate for the issues identified in
Section 1 above, and directs the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to include this item in the
2012 state legislative package.

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Barbara J. Jordan. It
was offered by Commissioner Jose "Pepe" Diaz , who moved its adoption. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Audrey Edmonson and upon being put to a

vote, the vote was as follows:

Joe A. Martinez, Chairman aye
Audrey M. Edmonson, Vice Chairwoman aye
Bruno A. Barreiro absent Lynda Bell aye
Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. aye Jose "Pepe" Diaz  aye
Sally A. Heyman aye Barbara J. Jordan aye
Jean Monestime aye Dennis C. Moss aye
Rebeca Sosa aye Sen. Javier D. Souto absent
Xavier L. Suarez absent
/
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The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 1% day
of September, 2011. This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its
adoption unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an

override by this Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

B Christopher Agrippa
y:
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as

to form and legal sufficiency. \,_MM

Jess M. McCarty



