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CLERK OF THE BOARD
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MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 11(A)(12)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime DATE: March 3, 2015
and Members, Board of County Commissioners '

FROM: R. A, Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT: Resolution urging Congress and
County Attorney the Florida Legislature to
increase funding for autism
spectrum disorder research
conducted at the University of
Miami Leonard M. Miller School
of Medicine John P. Hussman
Institute for Human Genomics
Resolution No. R-238-15

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime
Sponsor Commissioner Rebeca Sosa.

"

R. A. Cuekad, Ir.
County Attorney

RAC/cp




MEMORANDUM

(Revised)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime DATE: March 3, 2015
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R.A. ﬁé”vas, Ir. : SUBJECT: Agendaltem No. 11(A)(12)
County Attorney »

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

. 4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required
Statement of fiscal impact required

Ordinance ereating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s
report for public hearing

!/ No committee review

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (e, 2/3s
3/5°s , unanimous ) to approve

Curreat information regarding funding seurce, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required




Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(12)
Veto ' 3-3-15

Override

RESOLUTION NO. R-238-15

RESOLUTION URGING CONGRESS AND THE FLORIDA
LEGISLATURE TO INCREASE FUNDING FOR AUTISM
SPECTRUM DISORDER RESEARCH CONDUCTED AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI LEONARD M. MILLER SCHOQOL
OF MEDICINE JOHN P. HUSSMAN INSTITUTE FOR
HUMAN GENOMICS
WHEREAS, the term autism spectrum disorder (“ASD”) refers to a range of complex
neurodevelopment disorders that are characterized by social impairments, communication
difficulties, and restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns of behavior; and
WHEREAS, autistic disorder, sometimes called autism or classical ASD, is the most
severe form of ASD, while milder forms include Asperger syndrome, childhood disintegrative
disorder, and pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified; and
WHEREAS, although ASD varies significantly in character and severity, it occurs in all
ethnic and socioeconomic groups and affects every age group; and
WHERFEAS, experts estimate that one in 88 children who arc cight years of age have
some fo_rm of ASD; and
WHEREAS, males are four times more likely to have a form of ASD than females; and
WHEREAS, about 20 to 30 percent of children with a form of ASD develop epilepsy by
the time they reach adulthood; and
WHEREAS, scientists are not certain about what causes ASD, but agree that it is likely
that both genetics and environment play a role; and

WHEREAS, researchers have identified a number of genes associated with the disorder,

and studies of people with ASD have found irregularitics in several regions of the brain; and

v
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WHEREAS, studies have also implicated some environmental factors that may cause
ASD, such as exposure to toxins, teratogens, perinatal damage, and prenatal infections; and

WHEREAS, the John P. Hussman Institute for Human Genomics (“HIHG™) at the
University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine is dedicated to using the very latest
in cutting-edge technologies to identify genes involved in human diseases for the diagnosis,
intervention and prevention of illness; and

WHEREAS, researchers at the HIHG are conducting studies on the causes of ASD based
on two lines of hypothests, one involving numerous rare genetic mutations and the other
involving fewer, but common genetic variations; and

WHEREAS, in two recently published collaborative studies, HIHG researchers found
evidence supporting the hypothesis that the complex genetic architecture of autism involves
common variations; and

WHEREAS, the HIHG is also working with the Marino Autism Research Institute to
investigate possible linkages between ASD and acute lymphoblastic feukemia, and will be
leading an initiative supported by Autism Speaks, the Leukeﬁlia and Lymphoma Society, and the
National Institutes of Health to extend this research to a population-based study followed by a
clinical intervention trial; and

WHEREAS, while the collaborative efforts of the researchers at the HIHG have led to
promising results, further studies are necessary to reach a complete understanding of what causes
ASD and how it can be better treated and prevented; and

WHEREAS, the residents of Miami-Dade County greatly benefit from the advances that

are made at the HIHG regarding ASD treatment and prevention; and
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WHEREAS, this Board recognizes the importance of providing funding for ASD
research and urges the state and federal governments to increase funding for the ASD research
efforts taking place at the University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine John P.
Hussman Institute for Human Genomics,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:

Section 1. Urges Congress and the Florida Legislature to increase funding for autism
spectrum disorder research conducted at the University of Miami Leonard M, Miller School of
Medicine John P. Hussman Institute for Human Genomicgs,

Section 2. Directs the Clerk of this Board to send a certified copy of this resolution to
the President of the United States, Florida Congressional Delegation, Governor, Senate
President, House Speaker, the Chair and Members of the Miami-Dade State Legislative
Delegation, the President of the University of Miami, and the Dean of the University of Miami
Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine.

Section 3. Directs the County’s federal and s£ate lobbyists to advocate for the
funding indicated in Section 1 above, and authorizes and directs the Office of intergovermnental
Affairs to amend the 2015 Federal and State Legislative Packages to include this item.

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Rebeca Sosa. [t was

offered by Commissioner Rebeca Sosa , who moved its adoption. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner  Sally A. Heyman and upon being put to a vote, the vote was
as follows:
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Jean Monestime, Chairman aye
Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Vice Chairman absent
Bruno A. Barreiro absent Daniella Levine Cava  aye
Jose "Pepe"” Diaz aye Audrey M. Edmonson aye
Sally A. Heyman aye Barbara J, Jordan =~ absent
Dennis C. Moss aye Rebeca Sosa aye
Sen, Javier D. Souto aye Xavier L. Suvarez aye

Juan C. Zapata absent
The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 3™ day
of March, 2015. This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the
date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By: Christopher Agrippa

Deputy Clerk -

Approved by County Attorney as Pi?
to form and legal sufficiency. pﬁ

Annery Pulgar Alfonso




