
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS          
         
A well deserved thank you is in order for the voluntary members of the Mayor’s Sustainability 
Advisory Board, the Core Planning Team and Interdepartmental Team. Without their hard work, 
commitment and passion to improve the quality of life for County residents, this important key 
first step could not have come to life.   
 
Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board 
Honorable Katy Sorenson, County Commissioner - Board Chairperson 
Honorable Shirley Gibson, Mayor, City of Miami Gardens   
Veronica Benzinger, Sr. Vice President, Aon Environmental Services Group 
Ray Castellanos, Owner, Authentic Construction  
Truly Burton, Director of Government Affairs, Builders Association of South Florida 
Tracey E. Gallentine, Senior Account Executive, Ameresco 
Barry Johnson, President and CEO, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 
Jim Murley, Director, Catanese Center for Urban and Environmental Solutions, Florida Atlantic 
University 
Dr. Eduardo Padron, President, Miami-Dade College 
 Alternate: Colleen Ahern-Hettich, Director, Earth Institute, Miami-Dade College 
Bill Riley, Business Manager, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union 349 
Traci Romine, Director of Climate Change Policy and Communications, Audubon of Florida 
Dr. Mark B. Rosenberg, President, Florida International University 
Paul C. Savage, Law Offices of Paul C. Savage, P.A. 
John Scott, Director of Client Solutions, Cushman and Wake 
Dr. Jose Szapocznik, Chair, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, University of Miami 
William D. Talbert, III, President and CEO, Greater Miami Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
 
Sustainability Core Planning Team  
Susanne M. Torriente, Director, Office of Sustainability (Sustainability Plan Leader) 
Amy Knowles, Organizational Development Administrator, Department of Environmental 
Resources Management (Sustainability Plan Coordinator) 
Maribel Balbin, Sustainability Program Manager, Office of Sustainability 
Albert Charles, Sustainability Program Assistant, Office of Sustainability 
Karla Echeverria, Graphic Designer, Government Information Center 
Maggie Fernandez, Sustainability Program Manager, Office of Sustainability 
Hector Florin, Account Manager/Web Publisher, Government Information Center  
Debbie Griner, Environmental Resources Project Supervisor, Department of Environmental 
Resources Management 
Nichole Hefty, Climate Change Program Coordinator, Department of Environmental Resources 
Management 
Lisa Klopp, Sustainability Program Assistant, Office of Sustainability 
Gianni Lodi, Principal Planner, Department of Planning and Zoning 
Devesh Nirmul, Sustainability Program Manager, Office of Sustainability 
Paula Romo, Business Analyst, Office of Strategic Business Management  
Susannah Troner, Sustainability Program Manager, Office of Sustainability 
 
Sustainability Interdepartmental Team  
County departments played a vital role in developing this assessment. The effort and support 
provided by County staff, in addition to that of their regular job responsibilities, are appreciated 
throughout the planning process. 

 


