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October 25, 2006

Community Atfordablc Housing Alliance Commuttce
Dcar Committce Members:

The Officc of Amcricans with Disability Act Coordmation 1s a Miam-Dadc County Department that
provides guidance to County government on the requirements of Title IT of the ADA. We appland vour
cfforts and all the committee members” eftorts to brmg more atfordable housmg to all people m need n
Miami-Dade County. However, individuals with physical disabilitics oficn need housing that not only 1s
affordablc but 13 accessible ag well: housing where accessible building standards have been ncorporated
mto the design,

After reading the committee reports submitted for vour October 19" mecting, our office has the following
rccommendartions:

¢ Improving cnforcement of the Fair Housing Acecssibility standards
Including accessibility in any incentive program that is developed for atfordability

e Expanding the Miami-Dade Housing Ageney’s Smgle Family Rehabilitation program so more
people with disabilitics may be scrved

¢ Extendmg the Singlc Family Rohabilitation program to renters so a parson with a disability, who
can’t afford to make a nceded modification, would be able to apply for a forgivable loan trom the
County, Modifications may be needed to limit the scope of work to the interior of the apartment
or to reduce the size of the loan below that allowed for homeowncrs 1n the existing Single Family
Rchabilitation program.

e Decveloping a central pomt of ongin for all mformation on public housing and voucher programs
m unincorporated Miami Dade and the various municipalitics that participate in HUD programs,

¢ Developing new strategics to help people with disabilitics who arc below 30% of median income.
This group of mdividuals 1s growmg but the public housing program, which traditionally houscd
many of these people, 1s not.

e Decveloping Incentives that would encourage private scetor builders. who don't take Federal tunds
to incorporate greater acecssibility into their projects.

+ Decveloping, through the Miami-Dade Housing Agency, ways to provide information on
accessibility m its hist of voucher program propertics, to assist pcople with disabilitics who arc
looking tor acecssible housing.

Respecttully submitted,

Ilene Hvams
Scnior ADA Coordinator Spceiahst



