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Mational Journal

Miarmi - ¥oung professionals poured from sleek office buildings at lunch-tirme on a hurid afternoon last week as sunshine glinted off the narmeplates of the global
law frrz and the European and South Armerican banks that cluster here in the international Anancial district along busy Brickell Swenue,

&, Fewe mimutes later, just bo the northeast, a line of trucks rolled into the Part of Miami as giant cranes unloaded red and blue containers from freighters bearing
sorme of the nearly & million tons of cargo that annoally crosses these docks, In midtown, patients frorm Latin &rmerica sought world-class medical care at renowned
Jackzon Mermorial Hospital, Further to the northwest, in Hialeah and Doral, small manofacturers churmed oot medical equiprment, engine parts, and dozens of other
products destined For Brazil, Costa Rica, or Yenezuela,

Those are only some of the ways that the world econormy nourishes this bustling city's prosperity, "International tourism and banking, international trade,
internatioral services, international trans-shiprents, health-related services: Our econormy is inextricably tied to all of these,” sayvs Tony Ojeda, executive director
of Miari-Dade County's International Trade Consortiomm,

This is the side of the international economic story that Barack Obama and Hillary Rodham Clinton obscured in Ohio with their spiraling denunciations of free
trade, Buk mary of America's most vibrant communities are benefiting enormously from their connections to the global econormy, What's more, most of these
cornrmunities, the places that would suffer rost iF Arerica tried to wall oot the rest of world, are becoming Democratic stronghalds, This means that in seeking ta
retreat from globalization, Derocrats are threatening the interests of voters and communities increasingly central to their electoral coalition, "The Democrats are in
all the globally connected places," says Robert Lang, director of the Matropalitan Institute at Virginia Tech University, "They are biting the hands that fead therm "

Lang and his colleagues, in a paper. dated March 21, identified the 20 &merican metropalitan areas most thoroughly integrated into the global ecomormy, The
researchers ranked the cities along four dimmensions: the presence of global service frms (such as adwertising, law, and Anancial serwvices); wheather the area has a
rajor port; whether it has an inkernational airport; and the value of exports that pass through it,

&t the top of the list skand Hew York, Chicago, Los A&ngeles, San Francisco, and Miami, They are followed by Atlanta, Washington, Boston, Dallas, and Houston,
The second 10 start with Seattle and Philadelphia and end with Phoenix and San Jose, Calif,

These globally connected cities retain many diferences, But they generally share an expansive outlook, marked by receplivity to Foreign markets, Foreign
imwestrient, immigration, and ethnic diversiby, "They are the places where when wou walk into a building, they have clocks sat all around the world," Lang says. In
the 1930s, as Hispanic immigration surged, a popular South Flarida burnper sticker read, "l the last American bo leave Miami bring the Aag?" Today, notes Ojeda,
rost Miami leaders of all races recognize "that our intermational [population] base has given us the economy we hawe "

Such attitudes help explain the Democratic adwvantage in the global cities, Lang Found that in 2004, 15 of these 20 metropalitan areas backed Jobn Kerry ower
George W, Bush, In nine, Kerty ran at least 10 percentage points abowe his national average, Those results reflect a larger political evalation: Wehether measured
by attitudes boward immmigration or international alliances, Republicans are attracting rore suppart from Arericans who are skeptical of global inAuences, and
Dermocrats are gaining strenath among people (especially professionals] most open to the world, Oover time, those vaters may recoil from the hardening
Dermoctatic hostility bo free trade,

That doesn't mean Dermocrats should ignore the economic distress in battered industrial cormmmunities such as Youngstown, Chio, But the party iz steering by the
rearview mirror when it targets its policy solely at manufacturing workers who are leery of free trade, For Dernocrats, the challenge is bo expand opportunity For
those workers without undermining it in the communities that are thriving as &merica's bridges to the world, Dbama and Clinton bath Failed that challenge in Shio,
Tryirg bo revive Youngstown by damming the global currents lifting Miami and our other global cities has long been bad economics, Mow,; for Dermocrats, it's also
bad palitics,
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Counting Up

Eiotech crops are sprouting up
around the globe, The one billion
acre milestone for biotech crops
planted and harvested has been
excesded, Watch as we meet and
pass the bwo billior mark, as well,

Flanted:
1,900,854 Lk

Harvested:
1.719,768,358
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