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ITC Chair, Commissioner Natacha Seijas, led a 15 member delegation, of gov-

ernment and private sector individuals, on the first joint Miami-Dade County 

business devel-

opment mission to Sao Paulo 
and Belo Horizonte, Brazil from 

September 19th ð 26th, 2009.   

The ITC organized the mission 

in partnership with the Beacon 

Council, the Brazilian-American 

Chamber of Commerce, the 

Coral Gables Chamber of Com-

merce, and the Latin Chamber 

of Commerce of U.S.A. 

(CAMACOL).  
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Commissioner 

Audrey Edmonson 
I am honored to 

have led the 

recent ITC joint 

business devel-

opment mission 

in partnership 

with Enterprise 

Florida, to Da-

kar, Senegal and 

Cape Town and 

Johannesburg, 

South Africa.  During this important visit we 

met with relevant private sector enterprises, 

local economic development agencies, cham-

bers of commerce, and high-level govern-

ment officials.  The mission successfully met 

its objectives by promoting Miami-Dade 

County as a Global Gateway for international 

trade and business, and strengthening eco-
nomic and cultural linkages with these key 
African nations.  Our efforts during this mis-

sion laid the foundation for increased trade 
and long-term cultural ties between our 

communities.  One of the most significant 

achievements during the mission was the 
completion of the Sister Cities agreement 

with Dakar that I had the honor of signing on 
behalf of Miami-Dade County.  The historic 

signing of this agreement is the first Sister 
Cities affiliation between Miami-Dade County 
and an African city.   

ITC Mission Explores Opportunities in Africa 
The ITC organized and conducted a joint business development 
mission in partnership with Enterprise Florida, to Dakar,  

Senegal, Cape Town and Johannesburg, South Africa, from 
October 16th-27th, 

2009.  Commissioner 

Audrey Edmonson led 
the 14 member delega-

tion.  The purpose of the 
miss ion was to 

strengthen bilateral 
trade and increase cul-
tural linkages between 

Miami-Dade County and 

these strategically  

selected African com-

munities.  
 
continued on page 5  

Commissioner Edmonson signs the Sister Cities agreement with the Mayor 
and Vice-Mayor of Dakar at Dakar City Hall 

Commissioner Seijas discusses trade with Alberto Pinto Coelho, 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the State of Minas Gerais 


