
ITC RETREAT SHAPES AGENCY’S FUTURE 

O 
n December 5th, the ITC Board of Directors met for a joint board meeting and  annual 

ITC Retreat, where board members engaged in a planning process that will set the 
course for ITC’s next fiscal year strategic planning process.    continued on page 4 
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Chairman Dennis C. Moss 
As a veteran 
County Commis-

sioner, repre-

senting District 
9, it has been my 
honor to serve 

the community 
of Miami-Dade 
County for over 

15 years.  Elected 
as the 2009-

2010 Chairman 
of the Board of County Commissioners, I pride 

myself on remaining true to my principles.  I 
have been a long time proponent of interna-
tional trade and cultural exchange, and served 

as the honorary Chair of the Bahamas Sister 
Cities program.  In 2007, I also led a Sister 
Cities cultural and business development mis-
sion to The Bahamas to reaffirm the close 

cultural, government and economic ties en-
joyed by our two communities.  It is critical at 
this time, particularly in light of the economic 

downturn, that we focus our efforts on 
strengthening cultural and economic ties with 
our key trading partners in the Americas and 
the Caribbean, as well as developing new trade 

with emerging markets such as Africa.  I want 
to advance the vision of the ITC in its efforts to 

promote Miami-Dade County as the “Gateway 

to Africa,” the Americas, the Caribbean, and 
the rest of the world.   
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 MESSAGE FROM 

Rick Zelman 
Chair, Budget and Finance  

Committee 

 
It is my distinct privilege to serve as the 

Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee, 
particularly during these difficult economic 

times when the role of our committee is even 

more critical.  Due to budget cuts for fiscal 
year 2009-2010, our committee along with 

the Internal Management and Marketing 
Committee and the Strategic Planning Com-

mittee was asked to make recommendations 

to the ITC Board that would shape the future 
of our agency.   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

This certainly posed a challenge for us as we 
explored ways to essentially do more with 

less, yet continue to meet our goals and 

carry out our mission to promote and 
strengthen Miami-Dade County as an inter-

national trade and cultural center.  However, 
because we are proactively tackling the chal-

lenges of this difficult budget year and years 

to come, the ITC is skillfully positioning itself 
to capitalize on the upside once the economy 

turns around.  Our top trading partners are 
starting to experience a solid economic re-

covery, and we must be ready to play our 

part in global trade, as it will once again be 
the source of economic strength for our 

community. 
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ITC Board Welcomes New Member 
On behalf of the ITC Board of Directors, Tony Ojeda, ITC 

Executive Director welcomes newly appointed Board 
member Andrew Josh Markus, Esp. of Carlton Fields, 

P.A. representing The Beacon Council. 
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ITC Chair to Receive Award  
ITC Chair, Commissioner Natacha Seijas, 

will receive the Gold Medal award from 
The American Institute of Polish Culture 

(AIPC), the highest distinction given annually by the AIPC, 
on January 30, 2009, during the 38th International Polo-

naise Ball being held at the Surf Club in Miami Beach,  

Florida.   

ITC Board Member Recognized 
Mayor Carlos Alvarez and Commissioner Dorrin 

Rolle presented ITC Board member Dr. Denis Rod 
with a Proclamation from Miami-Dade County for 

his outstanding contributions to the community.   

Commissioner Rolle presents Proclamation 
to Dr. Rod 

In Loving Memory of Chief Sandrell Rivers 
Chief Sandrell Rivers served on the ITC Board 

from 2003 to 2008, and was Chair of the Commit-
tee on Marketing.  Chief Rivers was a professional 

and personal friend of ITC Executive Director, Tony 
Ojeda, having worked together for many years in 

the County Manager’s Office.  “Chief Rivers shared 

her zest for life with the world and encouraged us 
all to never give up on ourselves or our dreams,” 

Mr. Ojeda said.  “One could feel the kindness of her 
soul through the gentleness of her voice; her life 

touched and inspired many,” Commissioner Seijas 

said.  Chief Rivers will be missed, but her spirit will live forever in the memories we 
carry of her integrity, commitment to her community, and her love of family and 

friends. 

Andrew Josh Markus with ITC Executive Director,  
Tony Ojeda 
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ITC Welcomes India’s Minister of External Affairs  
Commissioner Natacha Seijas, Chair of the 

ITC, welcomed His Excellency S.M. Krishna, 
Minister of External Affairs of the Republic of 

India on November 25, 2009, at Miami International Airport on 
his way to the Caribbean.  Minister Krishna flew into Miami 

from Washington D.C. where he attended President Obama’s 

first State dinner honoring Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh the previous evening.  Minister Krishna thanked  

Commissioner Seijas for leading a trade mission to India in 
2007, and discussed his plans to return to Miami in the near 

future.  The government of India is exploring the possibility of 

opening a trade office in Miami, and Commissioner Seijas en-
couraged him to do so and offered the full support of the ITC.   

 
The ITC coordinated this important meeting with the assis-

tance of the Consul General of India in Houston, the Honor-

able Sanjiv Arora, who also flew into Miami to meet with the 
Minister.  “I look forward to working with Minister Krishna 

and the Indian government to set up a trade office here in 
Miami and further strengthen trade ties between India and 

Miami-Dade County,” Commissioner Seijas said .  
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Commissioner Seijas welcomes His Excellency S.M. Krishna, India’s 
Minister of External Affairs 

Commissioner Seijas walks through Miami International Airport 
with India’s Minister of External Affairs and the Consul General 

of India in Houston. 



THE MIAMI -DADE GLOBAL TRADER                             JANUARY 2010  

4 

ITC Retreat Shapes Agency’s Future           continued from page 1 
The retreat got underway with a review of planned vs. achieved objectives for fiscal year 08-09, which illustrated that ITC either met or in 

many cases exceeded its objectives.  Board members later split up into four groups where they brainstormed and subsequently presented 
many creative ideas such as organizing educational workshops, working more closely with the Consular Corps, offering virtual business-to-

business matchmaking, creating an ITC signature event, and even the possibility of changing the agency’s name.  As part of the ITC board 
meeting, ITC Chair, Commissioner Natacha Seijas presented former Sister Cities Chair Shelly Smith-Fano and Vice–Chair Norma Amaro, with 

plaques of appreciation for their many years of service and contributions to the Sister Cities program .  Ms. Amaro accepted Ms. Smith-

Fano’s award on her behalf.                 continued on back cover 



ITC Caricom Trade Summit 
The ITC held its Caricom Trade Summit, the first in a series of Consular trade workshops, on December 9th at the Port of 

Miami.  ITC Chair Natacha Seijas welcomed diplomatic representatives and trade officials from Caribbean Communities to this 
morning-long session that included panel and roundtable discussions focused on expanding trade and cultural ties between 

CARICOM nations and Miami-Dade County.  Representatives from Miami International Airport, the Port of Miami, the Adrienne Arsht Center, 
and U.S. Customs and Border Protection were also on hand to discuss their roles in international trade and cultural relations , as well as to 

participate in the question and answer segment.  Commissioner Seijas extended invitations to all the country representatives present to 

bring trade missions to Miami-Dade and offered the full support of the ITC.   
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Leather Fascination:  Presentation by Consorzio Centopercento Italiano 
(100% Italian Consortium) of fine leather goods.  The Consortium is 
made up of over 70 quality leather production companies that have 
preserved the ancient Italian handcraft traditions guaranteeing quality 
and 100% Italian made products. 

Wine & Fashion Florence 2009 
As a sponsor of the Beacon Council’s 

Wine & Fashion Florence 2009, the ITC 
provided support by using its extensive 

database to promote the event held at the Biltmore 
Hotel November 19th-21st.  A delegation of dozens of businesses from 

Tuscany participated in the event to showcase the region’s best lux-

ury hotels, leather goods, jewelry, olive oil, and world-class cuisine.  A 
special ceremony was held on Friday, November 20th for the signing 

of six Letters of Intent for Collaboration between The Beacon Council 
and Wine & Fashion Florence; Miami-Dade County and the City of Pon-

tassieve; Miami Dade College and the Istituto Statale di Istruzione 

Superiore G. Vasari; Miami International University of Art and Design 
and the Polimoda and Scuola de Alta Pelletteria (the City of Pontas-

sieve/ the City of Scandicci); Miami Dade College Film Festival and the 
Toscana Film Commission; and the Coral Gables Chamber of Com-

merce and the Florence Chamber of Commerce.  Italy is Miami-Dade’s 

21st largest trading partner with $1.5 billion in trade in 2008. 

 
  

  The Hon. Marco Rocca, Consul General of Italy speaks at the Inauguration 
  & Espresso Reception 
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Union of Iberian American Capitals 
On December 10th, ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda met with the 

Secretary General of La Union de Ciudades Capitales Iberoamerica-
nas (UCCI), Mercedes de la Merced Monge.  They discussed ways in 

which ITC and UCCI can work together to foster linkages and pro-
mote international relations and exchanges between Miami-Dade 

and the various UCCI partner cities.  The UCCI is a twenty-five year 

old international non-profit organization which includes 27 Iberian 
American capital cities and 

other major cities in the 
Americas, Andorra, Portugal, 

and Spain.   

 
 

 
TRADEUPDATES 

Miami-Dade Trade 
State of Trade 

According to data released on December 10th by the U.S. 

Census and analyzed by WorldCity, October shaped up to be 

the best month for Miami trade since February, with a mere 
12.37 % decline.  In February, trade was down only 11.72 % 

when compared to the same month in 2008.  On the con-
trary, June was the worst month this year with a decline of 

16.48%.  Despite year round decreases in trade, South Flor-

ida has faired far better than most other U.S. customs dis-
tricts which have faced much steeper declines.  The cause is 

in part because exports to South America, where the eco-
nomic downturn has been less severe, have remained 

steady.  At any rate, although South Florida trade with most 

top countries remained down in October, countries like Swit-
zerland, Colombia, Mexico, Ecuador, and the Bahamas busted 

out from the pack with trade increases when compared to a 
year ago.   

Consular News 

JAPAN 
ITC Executive Director, Tony 

Ojeda met with the new Consul 
General of Japan in Miami, the 

Honorable Yoshiharu Namiki at the Japanese 
Consulate on December 14th.  Consul General 

Namiki is coming from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs in Tokyo, and is the eighth person to assume this post since 
the Consulate was officially established in 1992.   

URUGUAY 
In December 2009, Diego Pelufo 
assumed the position of Consul of 

Uruguay in Miami.  Consul Pelufo 
serves as the country’s link between Uruguayan 

institutions and residents living in Florida.   

EL SALVADOR 
On December 1st, 2009, the  

Honorable Maria Teresa Pacheco 

de Gonzalez was appointed as the 
new Consul General of El Salvador in Miami.   

 

Secretary General of UCCI, 
Mercedes de la Merced 
Monge, and ITC Executive 
Director, Tony Ojeda 

World Trade 
EU Banana Trade Deal with  

Latin America 

During the World Trade Organization Conference in Geneva, 
several EU and Latin American ambassadors agreed to end a 

15-year dispute over EU banana imports, according to a 

statement on December 15th by the European Commission.  
The EU will gradually reduce its import tariffs on bananas 

from Latin America from 176 Euros per ton to 114 Euros 
($255 to $165).  As a result, the U.S. agreed to settle a re-

lated dispute with the EU.  The conflict over banana trade is 

the longest-running in the WTO.  

Latin Trade 
Organization for Economic  

Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

At a meeting in Paris on December 15th, the OECD formally 

invited Chile to become a member of the organization.  After 
an official signing ceremony in Santiago on January 11th, 

Chile became the first South American member of the OECD. 



THE MIAMI -DADE GLOBAL TRADER                             JANUARY 2010  

 The Jay Malina International 

 Trade Consortium 

Stephen P. Clark Center 
111 NW 1st Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, Florida 33128 
T: 305-375-1254 
F: 305-679-7895 
www.miamidade.gov/itc 

 EVENTS  DID YOU KNOW... 

Miami is the only metropoli-

tan area in the United States 

that borders two national 

parks, Biscayne National 

Park and Everglades National 

Park.    

 

Source: miamidade.gov 

To sign up for the ITC newsletter: 
www.miamidade.gov/itc/
itc_registration_form.asp 

January 28
th

 

AACCLA's "Outlook on the 
Americas 2010" Briefing 
Enterprise Florida 
Ivan Barrios 305-808-3390  
ebarrios@eflorida.com 

February 16
th

-17
th

 

Associated Grocers of Florida 
Food Show 
Associated Grocers of Florida, Inc. 
Roy Deffler 954-876-3000 
rdeffler@agfla.com 

February 23
rd

-26
th

 

Inbound Trade Mission  
from Quebec  
Quebec-Florida Chamber of  
Commerce/Consulate General of 
Canada 
Alexandre Guy 514-286-9995 
alexandre.guy@ccquebecflorida.com 

 

March 8
th

-10
th

 

IPM Dubai Trade Show & Trade 
Mission 
Southern United States  
Trade Association 
Marisol Rodriguez 850-488-4132 
rodrigm2@doacs.state.fl.us 

March 15
th

-19
th

 

Outbound Trade Mission to the  
Dominican Republic & Jamaica 
U.S. Commercial Service 
Lesa Forbes or Ashley Wilson 
lesa.forbes@mail.doc.gov 
ashley.wilson@mail.doc.gov 

March 18
th

-21
st

 

Miami International 
Fashion Week 
Sobol Fashion Productions 
Beth Sobol 954-476-5761 
beth@sobolfashion.com 

 

For a complete listing of events: www.miamidade.gov/itc/sf_activity_calendar.asp 

ITC Retreat Photos                   continued from page 4 

 


