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Visit from City of Buenos Aires

The meeting took place at ITC offices on February 3rd, 20009.

ITC Executive Director, J.A. “Tony” Ojeda, and Trade
Development Specialist, Maria Dreyfus-Ulvert, briefed Mr.
Carlos Pirovano and Mr. Gabriel Zinny from the Ministry of Economic
Development-Government of the City of Buenos Aires on ITC’s programs
and activities, and discussed possible joint programs to promote trade.

Visit from Consulate
of Belgium n Atlanta
Representing Flanders

ITC Executive Director, J.A. “Tony” Ojeda
met with Mr. Ludwig Van den Bossche,
Investment and Trade Commissioner from the
Consulate of Belgium in Atlanta February 17th,

2009 at the ITC offices. Mr Van den Bossche is
the Economic and Commercial Representative
for Flanders and Brussels, and his visit was to
discuss increased trade opportunities between
Miami-Dade and Flanders.
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Commissioner Rolle Welcomes the Vice President of Sierra Leone to Miami-Dade

Miami-Dade County Commissioner Dorrin Rolle welcomed

the Vice President of Sierra Leone, the Honorable Samuel
Sam Sumana, two ministers of his cabinet, and other high level
officials to Miami-Dade on January 21, 2009.

Vice President Sumana indicated that his delegation was
visiting Miami-Dade County
to promote increased trade,
economic and cultural rela-
tions, and travel between his
African nation of 6.2 million
citizens and South Florida.
The Vice President said that
Sierra Leone would like to
open a Consulate in Miami-
Dade. He also expressed
an interest in establishing a
Sister Cities relationship between Freetown, Sierra Leone and
Miami-Dade County.

Commissioner Rolle told the delegation, “We are very happy

Commissioner Rolle and the Honorable
Samuel Sam Sumana, Vice President of
Sierra Leone.

Commissioner Rolle and the Sierra Leone Delegation.

that you are here because our countries have many ties and we
are certain that both Sierra Leone and Miami-Dade County can
benefit from closer economic and cultural relations.”

The Vice President and his party also had an opportunity to
meet with members of the County Commission where they were
officially welcomed by Commission Chairman, the Honorable
Dennis Moss.
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Miami-Dade Trade

The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce held its January
Trustee Luncheon on January 7th at Jungle Island. The speakers
were Frank Nero, president of the Beacon Council, who spoke of
his organization’s Fashion-Lifestyle Initiative and Tony Villamil, of
the Washington Economics Group, who analyzed the 2009 na-
tional and global outlook.

The Florida Foreign Trade Association hosted a seminar on
“Innovative Ideas in Challenging Economic Times” on February
26th at the Miami Free Trade Zone. Presentations were made by
Manny Mencia of Enterprise Florida; J. Eduardo Torres of the U.S.
Commercial Service; and Michael McGee, Regional Senior Com-
mercial Officer for Central America of the U.S. Commercial Service.

The Honorary Consul of Poland in Miami-Dade, Ms. Blanka
Rosentiel, and the Honorary Vice Consul, Beata M. Pasczy,
recently visited ITC offices to discuss logistics of the upcoming
Inbound Trade Mission from Warsaw to Miami-Dade, which is
scheduled for March 28th through April 1st. Several ranking
Polish officials as well as representatives of 12 Polish compa-
nies will be part of the mission, and the ITC is arranging busi-
ness-to-business matchmaking meetings on March 31st. To
participate in this session, please contact Maria Dreyfus-Ulvert
at the ITC at 305-375-3885 or at mdreyfu@miamidade.gov.

The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (GMCC) has released
their 2009 AmericasLinkage Program. In partnership with
American Airlines and Enterprise Florida, the GMCC will be
taking several business development trade missions to Latin
America during the several upcoming months. The mission to
Colombia will be taking place in April, and then to Lima, Peru in
May. A mission to Argentina is also scheduled to take place in
May, with a visit to Canada in June, and Brazil in September. The
AmericasLinkage Program includes country briefings, seminars,
and networking opportunities.

The Beacon Council and Italy-America Chamber of Commerce
hosted a delegation from the Friuli region of ltaly on March 16th,
2009. The delegation was led by Giorgio Santuz, President of
Ente Friuli nel Mondo, and several business leaders from the re-
gion including unique wines and high-end furniture. The delega-
tion was here to learn about Miami-Dade County, and to create
business linkages in hopes to expand their businesses.

Latin Trade

The Peru-Chile FTA took effect March 1

A free trade agreement between Peru and Chile entered into
force March 1. International Trade Daily reports that the FTA
provides for nearly all remaining tariffs on two-way trade to be
eliminated by 2016 and includes provisions on immigration,
services and investment.

More Brazilian Companies Eligible for

Government Export Financing

Brazil’s Trade Ministry is allowing more companies to use the
government’s Proex export financing program. According to
International Trade Daily, Proex “provides loans to primarily
small and mid-sized Brazilian exporting firms at subsidized in-
terest rates compatible with the rates available to competitors
on international markets”.

Brazil Drastically Expands Import License Requirements
In a move that caught Brazilian importers by surprise, Brazil’s
foreign trade department last week drastically expanded the
list of products subject to import license requirements.

Ex-Im Bank Considers Support for Exports

of Mining Equipment to DR

The Export-Import Bank has received an application for a
$453 million direct loan to support the export of approxi-
mately $372 million worth of mining equipment and services
to the Dominican Republic.

Latin American Countries React to Global Downturn

Latin American and Caribbean countries are reacting to the de-
creasing demand for exports and international monetary crises.
The policy focus has shifted towards fiscal responsibility as ac-
cess to external financing has become more difficult to acquire.
Policies designed to raise spending levels have more potential
than those based on tax cuts, and the spending raised by in-
creasing direct transfers will have a greater effect if focused on
targeted sectors that have a higher propensity to consume.

Mexico Places More Tariffs on US Goods
90 U.S. industrial and agricultural products will incur tariffs
after the United States cancelled a program that allowed
some trucks from Mexico to operate across the border. The
new tariffs will affect products from 40 U.S. states which
amounted to $2.4 billion in trade in 2007.
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EVENTS

March 20th - 22nd, 2009
Miami International Agriculture
& Cattle Show

Miami-Dade County

Tropical Park, Miami

Kelvin Moreno 305-218-1238
Kelvin@morenofirms.com

March 24th, 2009
Sister Cities Summit

Miami-Dade County Sister Cities Program

Port of Miami
Adam Peters 305-375-5280
apeters@miamidade.gov

March 30th - April 1st, 2009
Inbound Trade Mission from Poland
The Jay Malina International

Trade Consortium

Miami, FL

Maria Dreyfus-Ulvert 305-375-3885
mdreyfu@miamidade.gov

April 19th - 23rd, 2009
Inbound Trade Mission from the
Dominican Republic

Florida Foreign Trade Association
Miami-Free Zone

Ralph Puga 305-471-0737
info@ffta.com

April 20th - 25th, 2009
Business Development Mission
to Colombia

The Greater Miami Chamber

of Commerce

Bogota, Barranquilla & Cartagena
Liane Ventura 305-577-5445
Iventura@miamichamber.com

For a complete listing of events,
please link to: www.miamidade.gov/
itc/sf_activity_calendar.asp

DID YOU KNOW...

Miami International Airport has more
scheduled non-stop cargo flights

to Latin America and the Caribbean
than Orlando, Houston, New Orleans,
Atlanta, Tampa, and New York's
Kennedy airports combined

Source: Miami-Dade Aviation Department

There are at least 72 multinational
media and communications
companies in South Florida

Source: WorldCity
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