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Message from Jose Luis Castillo,
ITC Board of Directors Member,
Chair, Internal Management
and Seaport Committees

The resolution that the ITC
Board of Directors has approved
in support of Colombia is
sending a message of solidarity
to a nation in the Americas that
has endured one of the most
violent periods in the modern
history of our hemisphere. The
brave and brilliant operation
by Colombian armed forces
that resulted in the rescue from
Marxist guerrillas of former
presidential candidate Ingrid
Betancourt, three U.S. citizens
and others, deserves our support.
As a member of the Board, and
as a Colombia-American, I am
particularly proud and grateful
for this action.

This resolution puts our agency
on the record as recognizing
that its primary mission of
promoting trade and cultural
relations with Miami-Dade
County as a Global Gateway is
best carried out if stability and
economic and political freedom
flourish. Colombia is our third
largest trading partner. Last
year its trade with South Florida
surpassed $3 billion, a growth
of more than $500 million
over the previous year. It is no
coincidence that its economy is
booming and its citizens once
again look to the future with
hope. The policies, and courage
of the government of President
Alvaro Uribe to rid Colombia of
the scourge of the guerrillas are
working. And Colombians and
their president have earned our
praise and admiration.
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ITC Board Concludes Fiscal Year 2007-08

With An Action-Packed Meeting

w7 /lam

The ITC Board of Directors held its final fiscal year
2007-08 meeting on September 10th, tackling one
of its fullest and most ambitious agendas in recent
memory; the Board addressed several high profile
issues, and also observed the term expiration of
several of its long-standing members, who were
recognized for their contribution to the ITC.

Highlights from this
include:

* The election of Walter Loy as the new secretary
to the Board, and Bernadine Bush as the new

treasurer;

very significant meeting

Betancourt;

technologies;

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2008

Pictured to the left
are the ITC Board
members who
signed a resolu-
tion in support of
Colombia for the
operation that lead
to the rescue of
hostages. Signing
the resolution is
ITC Chair, Com-
missioner Natacha
Sejjas.  Standing
behind her from
left to right are Da-
vid Pena, Dwayne
Wynn, Jose Luis
Castillo, Rick Zel-
man,  Bernadine
Bush, Walter Loy,
| andAlexGonzalez.

* The signing of a previously approved resolution in
support of Colombia for the operation that led to
the rescue of former presidential candidate Ingrid

* The unveiling by Marketing and Outreach
Manager Jeanie Lisenby of the new ITC website,
which incorporates some of the latest interactive

* Arecognition of the Florida International University

students who were awarded $2500 scholarships

from ITC to
studies abroad;

*A welcome to Bernice Fidelia as a newly
appointed Board member, representing District 2,

ommissioner Dorrin Rolle’s district;
C D Rolle’s district;

conduct internationally oriented

Story Continues on page 2

]
The home page of the newly re-designed ITC
website. It may be accessed at www.miami-
dade.gov/itc.

ITC Launches

a New Website

On September 10th ITC
launched a newly re-designed
website. The overall look
captures the upgraded brand
image of the agency, and
is better aligned with the
formatting style of other Miami-
Dade County departments.

New content has been
added, and there are multiple
navigation features that make
visiting the site much more
user friendly.

Did You ?

@

* During fiscal year 2007 over
7.84 million tons and 879,398
TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent
units) of cargo transited
through the Port of Miami.
(Source, Port of Miami)

* Miamihasbeenranked as one of
the top five best interconnected
cities in the world, ahead of
San Francisco, Chicago and
Washington, D.C. (Source,
Terramark’s
Network  Access _

Point (NAP) of the y _
Americas.) SISTER
CITIES

INTERNATIDRAL
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Story Continued from page 1

* A presentation by World City Magazine publisher Ken
Roberts on the high level of competition among ports in the
U.S,;

* ITC Chair, Commissioner Natacha Seijas created a new
committee to support efforts by the Port of Miami to remain
competitive as one of the top cargo ports in the nation;

* Thanking retiring members David Pena, Marlon Hill, Miguel
Southwell, William Alexander, Dwayne Wynn, and Fernando
Melo for their six years of work on the Board.

Commissioner Seijas expressed her pleasure with the

accomplishments of the meeting, reiterated her satisfaction

for her service as ITC Chair, and thanked the outgoing Board
members.

ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda said, “this ITC Board
meeting was without a doubt one of the most successful
meetings we have ever had. The Board has truly come together
as a group and has demonstrated its leadership capacity.”

The Board recognized the FIU students who were awarded $2500 schol-
arships. Standing from left to right are: Commissioner Rolle, student Bel-
kis  Villareal, Commissioner Seijas, students Carlos Gomez, Antonio-
Vega, Michael Fernandez, and Sebastian Arcos, Community Relations
and Development Manager for the FIU International Studies Department.

From left to right are: Carlos Bueso Sandoval,
duras Chamber of Commerce;
spheric Congress of CAMACOL; Maria Cristina G. de

President of the Hon-
Wilfredo Gort, Chairman of the Hemi-
Handal,
mer president of the Honduras Chamber of Commerce, who received a
special recognition from CAMACOL, and Ricardo Alvarez, Mayor of Tegucigalpa.

ITC Participates in CAMACOL
Mission to Honduras

The Latin American Chamber of Commerce of the U.S.A.
(CAMACOL), conducted a business development mission to
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, from August 6th to 9th, 2008. The
mission’s goal was to foster and strengthen business ties between
Honduras and Miami-Dade County. Honduras is South Florida’s
6th largest trading partner, with total trade values amounting to
$3.8 billion in 2007.

The mission’s program included a breakfast meeting where
Robert Armstrong, Economic Counselor, U.S. Embassy in
Honduras spoke about the country’s economic goals, advantages
and challenges. A one-day seminar titled “Challenges and
Opportunities for Successful Exporting to the United States
and Honduras” was presented by Carlos Bueso, President of the
Honduras Chamber of Commerce.

for-

FesTrade Update

iNn the Americas

Costa Rica May Miss Oct. 1 Deadline
for Joining DR-CAFTA

A recent ruling by the Costa Rican supreme
court has put the country in danger of
missing an Oct. 1 deadline to implement the
U.S.-Dominican Republic-Central America
Free Trade Agreement. The court ruled that
an intellectual property law recently passed
by the legislature was invalid.
DR-CAFTA Member Honduras Joins
Venezuela-Led Trade Pact

Honduras announced Aug. 25 that it is
joining the Bolivarian Alternative for the
Americas (ALBA), a trade agreement led
by Venezuela that has been touted as an
alternative to U.S.-backed trade initiatives
in Latin America.

USDA Invites Comments on Citrus from
Peru, Peppers from Central America
The Department of Agriculture’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
is seeking comments by Nov. 3 on
the proposed extension of approval of
information collections associated with
regulations for the importation of citrus
from Peru and peppers from certain Central
American countries.

Canada, Jordan Conclude Negotiations
on Free Trade in Goods

Canada announced Aug. 25 that it has
concluded negotiations on a bilateral free
trade agreement, as well as related deals
on labor cooperation and the environment,
with Jordan. Information from the Canadian

government indicates that once the FTA
takes effect it will immediately eliminate
tariffs on the vast majority of Canadian
exports to Jordan.

USDA Proposes to Allow Citrus Imports
from Chile

The Department of Agriculture’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service is
seeking comments by Oct. 27 on a proposed
rule that would allow imports of sweet
oranges and grapefruit from Chile into the
continental U.S.

The items in this column are being published
with the permission of World Trade Interactive.
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Art Exhibit Poster is Unveiled

At the unveiling of the official poster for the Sixth Annual
Miami-Dade Celebrates the Art of its Sister Cities Art Exhibit,
pictured from left to right are: ITC Executive Director Tony
Ojeda, Sister Cities Arts Committee Chair, Norma Amaro, artist
George Rodez, and Sister Cities Chair, Shelly Fano. Miami-
Dade County Sister Cities Program and Miami Dade College
jointly sponsor the exhibit which is being held from September
23rd thought October 7th at Miami Dade College’s Tower
Theater. This year’s theme is, “Celebrating Our Diversity”.

Cape Town Approves Sister City
Affiliation With Miami-Dade

The Mayoral Committee of the
City Council of Cape Town has
officially informed the ITC that it
will recommend to the City Council
in October that it approve a formal
Sister City affiliation with Miami-
Dade County.

Said Tony Ojeda, ITC Executive
Director: “This is a major milestone

for us since it represents our first
relationship with a city in Africa,
and it would be a direct result of our
trade mission to Cape Town in April,
2007

The Miami-Dade Sister Cities
program is preparing a draft
memorandum of understanding to
forward to Cape Town, as well as a

copy of the Sister Port Agreement
with the Port of Cape Town and the
Port of Miami.

Board of County Commissioners had
already recommended the affiliation,
so the final approval by Cape Town
City Council will complete all
preliminary work required. The
process will be finalized when both
Mayors sign the agreement.

/

A Mission from Sister City Maldonado,
Uruguay, Visits Miami-Dade.

The Minister of Tourism of
Uruguay, Liliam Ke Chichiam, and
Commissioner Dorrin Rolle share the
podium when an official delegation
from Maldonado, Uruguay, visited
Miami-Dade County from September
3rd to the 5th to attend the La
Cumbre America’s Travel Industry
Summit. Miami-Dade County and

Maldonado have enjoyed a Sister
Cities affiliation since 1993. The
Miami-Dade Sister Cities Program
co-hosted the delegation at a meeting
with The Greater Miami Convention
and Visitors Bureau to discuss
ways that Miami-Dade County and
Maldonado can work together to
improve tourism.

The Czech Republic Explores Trade
Opportunities in Miami-Dade

In response to the ITC led mission to
the Czech Republic in May 2008, a
delegation from the Czech Trade Office
came to Miami-Dade County in August
to participate in FIME, The International
Medical Expo. Their objective was to
explore further trade opportunities with
the region. With over 27,000 registered
companies and 110,000 square feet of
exhibit space, the FIME Expo featured
medical equipment, medical products

and supplies, medical technology, and
medical services. The Czech delegation
pictured on the right, included Pavel
Lacina, International Director in the
U.S.A for Czech Trade Promotion
Agency; Tomas Hart, Commercial
Consul of the Czech Republic, and
Bohuslav Frelich, Executive Director of
U.S. Operations for Czech Invest. They
are in third, fourth and last positions,
along with other delegates and ITC staff.

INTERNATIONAL

Miami-Dade County’s
Sister Cities

Asti, Italy
Asuncion, Paraguay

Commonwealth of the
FENENES

Cayman Islands, B.W.I.
lquique, Chile
Kingston, Jamaica
Lamentin, Guadeloupe
Maldonado, Uruguay
Mendoza, Argentina
Monagas, Venezuela
Pereira, Colombia
Petit Goave, Haiti
Pucallpa, Peru
St. Kitts & Nevis Islands
San Jose, Costa Rica
Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic

S&o Paulo, Brazil
Stockholm, Sweden
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain
Taipei, Taiwan
Turks & Caicos Islands

Veracruz, Mexico

Mission to Peru and Chile
Delegates Get Pre-Mission Briefing

ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda briefs some of the participants in
the joint ITC and the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce outbound
mission to Lima, Peru and Santiago, Chile. A total of 34 delegates
registered for the mission, which was to take place from September 21st

to the 27th.
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ITC Welcomes Haitian Mayors To Miami-Dade

ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda was
the keynote speaker at the Third Annual
National Leadership Conference of Haitian
Mayors (NLCHM) on September 18th.

As he welcomed the more than 170
mayors and other delegates to Miami-
Dade County, Ojeda recognized the
conference organizers for their efforts in
helping Haitian municipalities achieve
self-sufficiency through mentoring
opportunities, coordination of resources and
collaboration.

Highlights of the conference included:
seminars and workshops that provided

technical assistance and networking
opportunities on the workings of the
different levels of government, as well as
hands-on learning activities and structured
tours to various South Florida government
entities.

The delegates, whose objective was to
return to Haiti armed with information to
strategize and better serve their townships
and their constituents, heard from several
U. S. mayors and other government officials
such as experts in emergency management,
health care, transportation, energy, social
services, and housing development.

A

Pictured from left to right: Tony Ojeda, ITC Execu-
tive Director; Yves Linolor, Honorable Mayor of Pe-
tit Goave; Joseph “Billy” Louis, President of Galata
Inc., organizer of the conference. Petit Goave has
a Sister City affiliation with Miami-Dade County.

ITC Participates in Pakistani Celebration

| From left to right, Wayne Carter, Assistant Director for Constituent Services, Office of Mayor
Carlos Alvarez; Congresswoman Ileana Ross-Lehtinen; Ahmed Kabani, President of Pakistan
American Chamber of Commerce, and Desmond Alufohai, ITC Senior Trade Specialist, pose
for a group photograph during the 61st Pakistan Independence Day Gala Banquet. Alufohai
represented ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda. The event,
held on August 16th, at the Sheraton Miami Mart Hotel, was
organized by the Pakistan American Chamber of Commerce
of Florida Inc.

i L MIAMI-DADE TRADE UPDATE

* The U.S. Commercial
Service Export Assis-
tance Center in Miami
held a town hall meet-
ing on August 19th to
explain the changes to
the new Foreign Trade
Regulations. Beginning
October 1st significant
new penalties will be
levied for non-compli-
ance. For more informa-
tion visit the following

Events

website: http://www.
export.gov/logistics/aes/
doc_eg aes.asp.

e The Florida Foreign
Trade Association
(FFTA) hosted an
inbound mission from
El Salvador and Gua-
temala. The keynote
speaker at the luncheon
held for the mission
delegates was the Hon.
Felipe Alejos Loenzana,

Consul General of Gua-
temala.

o The Brazilian-
American Chamber
of Commerce held a
seminar September
15th through the 17th
on How to do Business
in the U.S. Market, and
was intended primarily
for  executives and
entrepreneurs based in
Brazil.

* A group of business
administration students
from Universidad del
Pacifico del Peru visited
ITC offices on August
13 during an educa-
tional trip. The Trade
Commissioner of Peru
in Florida, Fernando
Alvareda, and Professor
Oscar Malca, from the
university accompanied
the students.

10/ 5-7/2008

International Boat Builders’
Exhibition & Conference
IBEX, LLC

Miami Beach, FL.

Stephen Evans 312-946-6238
info@ibexshow.com

10/14/2008

Understanding Security Management
Florida Foreign Trade Association

Miami Free Zone
Ralph Puga 305-471-0737
info@ffta.com

10/19-24/2008

Inbound Mission from Nicaragua
Florida Foreign Trade Association

Miami Free Zone

Ralph Puga 305-471-0737info@ffta.com

10/26-29/2008

11/19-21/12008

Americas Linkage Inbound
Conference

GMCC

Miami, FL

Liane Ventura 305-350-7700
jgonzalez@miamichamber.com

Outbound Mission to Panama
U.S. Commercial Service

727-893-3738

Panama City, Panama
Sandra Campbell@mail.doc.gov

Please note that dates are subject to change. To announce upcoming events please call 305-375-4750.
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Carlos Alvarez, Mayor

Board of County Commissioners:
Bruno Barreiro, Chairman

Barbara J. Jordan, Vice Chairwoman
Barbara J. Jordan, District 1

Dorrin D. Rolle, District 2

Audrey M. Edmonson, District 3
Sally A. Heyman, District 4

Bruno A. Barreiro, District 5

Rebeca Sosa, District 6

Carlos A. Gimenez, District 7

Katy Sorenson, District 8

Dennis C. Moss, District 9

Sen. Javier D. Souto, District 10

Joe A. Martinez, District 11

José “Pepe” Diaz, District 12
Natacha Seijas, District 13

Harvey Ruvin, Clerk of Courts
George M. Burgess, County Manager
Robert A. Cuevas, Jr., County Attorney

LUCREVAEITE]
International Trade Consortium

Commissioner Natacha Seijas, /TC Chair
Tony Ojeda, Executive Director

Stephen P. Clark Center

111 N.W. 1st Street, Suite 2560
Miami, Florida 33128

Phone: 305-375-5808

Fax: 305-679-7895
www.miamidade.gov/itc

Roberto Fabricio, Editor
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