Memorandum ;s

Date: August 29, 2012

To: Honorable Javier D. Souto
Commissioner, District 10

From: Carlos A. Gimenez
Mayor

Subject: West Dade Library

Attached please find the response to your memorandum to Library Director Raymond Santiago dated
June 26, 2012 regarding the magazines and periodicals collection that have been removed from the

collection at the West Dade Regional Library.

If you need additional information, please contact Mr. Santiago at 305-375-5026.

Attachment

c:. Lisa M. Martinez, Senior Advisor, Office of the Mayor
Raymond Santiago, Director, Miami-Dade Public Library System



MIAMI-DADE

Memorandum

Date: August 29, 2012

To: Lisa M. Martinez
Senior Advisor to the Mayor

From: Raymond Santiago, Director
Miami-Dade Public Library System

Subject: West Dade Regional Library

This memo is in response to Commissioner Javier D. Souto's request for information on the Library’s
Magazine and Periodicals Collection.

In selecting periodicals, the Library keeps in mind its mission to maintain and improve public library
services reflecting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of our diverse
community. Titles are selected that will inform and educate as well as entertain our patrons. Library
collections and content vary from location to location depending on the community. All regional
libraries represent different communities that have varying interests and at the same time maintain
‘collections that are equally budgeted for those sized facilities.

On an annual basis, when Library subscriptions are due for renewal, each Branch Manager reviews
the list of the subscriptions currently received. Branch managers, who are trained Librarians and who
interact on a daily basis with their community, make recommendations as to which titles should be
renewed, dropped, or added. These decisions are based on 5 criteria, (1) input from front-line staff
reflecting requests they have received from patrons and the interest patrons have shown on specific
periodicals or subject areas, (2) the demographics of the community; ethnic makeup of community,
age of patron groups visiting the branch, income levels, etc., (3) titles selected in support of special
initiatives of the Library System, (4) the size of the branch, similar sized facilities have equally sized
collections, (5) budget, where unlike books which are typically a one-time purchase, periodicals are
subscription-based and the Library considers not only the current budget but also what the budget is
likely to be in coming years.

The reduction in the Library’s budget has impacted all Library resources, including magazines and

newspapers. Attached is a list of periodicals that are no longer being purchased for the West Dade
Regional Library.

Attachment
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