Memorandum @

Date: July 17, 2014

To: Honorable Xavier L. Suarez
County Commissioner

From: Carlos A. Gimenpez ey g
Mayor i e

Subject: Key Biscayne Water Safety

Please find below the response to your memorandum of June 20, 2014, requesting clarification of
Miami-Dade County's maritime jurisdiction coverage in the area of Key Biscayne.

The Miami-Dade Police Department's Special Patrol Bureau, Marine Patrol Unit (MPU), is currently
staffed with officers that provide law enforcement services throughout the tidal waters of unincorporated
Miami-Dade County, which consist of 84 miles of coastline and 22 miles of beaches. These officers are
divided among three marinas - Pelican Harbor Marina Park, Matheson Hammock Park and Marina, and
Black Point Marina. The three marinas are strategically located from the north to the south end of the
County, in order to provide better law enforcement service to the boating community. The Matheson
Hammock Park and Marina MPU officers patrol Key Biscayne and the surrounding unincorporated
areas.

Activity and calls for service exponentially increase during the summer boating season, particularly on
weekends, holidays and special events. Operational reviews of the County maritime resources within
the Miami-Dade Police Department are periodically conducted to determine expanded coverage at
peak times. As a result, the MPU officers’ schedules are adjusted throughout the summer season to
meet the demands of the increased boating traffic during these times, and support other maritime law
enforcement agencies as needed. During holidays, such as the Fourth of July, an operational plan is
prepared and MPU officers are divided up to address events being held at the Haulover Inlet, Bayside,
Fisher Island, Key Biscayne and Black Point Marina.

Your request for an opinion as to whether the 12 acre “no-motor zone” could be expanded has been
forwarded to the County Attorney's Office for their response.

Should you require additional information, please contact J.D. Patterson, Director, Miami-Dade Police
Department, at 305-471-3272.

Attachment
c: Robert A. Cuevas, Jr., County Attorney

Genaro “Chip” Iglesias, Deputy Mayor
J.D. Patterson, Director, Miami-Dade Police Department



COMMISSIONER XAVIER L. SUAREZ

111 NW First Street, Suite 220 Miami, Florida 33128 'T'el, (305) 375-5680 Fax (305) 372-6103

TO:! Carlos A. Gimenez DATE: June 20, 2014
Mayor

FROM: Xavier L. Suarez RE: Key Biscayne Water Safety
Commissioner, District 7 .

' Good afternoon,

I wish to follow up on yesterday's Miami Herald article “Town seeks help policing water" (copy attached).
In light of the fact that recently there have been fatalities and injuries In the water off of Key Biscayne, and
bearing in mind the upcoming July 4" weekend, the Village Council has taken important steps. It voted to
designate a 12-acre boundary area in the shallow water flats as a “no-motor zone” wherein all boat
motors would have to be turned off, allowing sailboats and paddle craft more ease of movement. The
Council has also met with the Florida Wildlife Commission and asked for increased maritime resources on
weekends, holidays and speclal events.

I am asking your office to clarify the County's maritime jurisdiction coverage in the area of Key Blscayne.
| also seek your opinion as to whether the {2-acre "no-motor zone” could be expanded,

Additionally, | am requesting that your cffice conduct an operational review of the County’s maritime
resources within the Police Department to see if expanded coverage, at peak times, Is a possibility.

Thank you for your at

TRy

tention.
P

ARavier L. Suarez
Commissioner
District 7

Attachment
Ce: Mayor Frank Caplan

Viltage Manager John C, Gilbert
Village Police Chief Charles Press



