MIAMI-DADE

Memorandum

Date: April 1, 2015

To: Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime

and Members, Board of County C issioners

From: Carlos A. Gimenez
Mayor

Subject: Public Outreach Related to Underwater Swimming Pool Lights - Resolution No. 1016-
14

On October 7, 2014, the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners (Board) passed the Swimming
Pool Light Ordinance 14-95, which modified two sections of the Florida Building Code, which apply to
underwater pool lights, and provides residential pools the same level of lighting requirements and
protection that are applicable to commercial pools. The ordinance also requires that a low-voltage light
be used for all new residential pools that include an underwater pool light. Subsequently, on November
5, 2014, the Board approved Resolution No. R-1016-14, which created a special building permit
category for replacement of 120-volt underwater pool light with a low-voltage light, or removal of an
underwater pool light. Resolution No. R-1016-14 also directed that the Mayor, or Mayor's designee,
publish the availability of the permitting process and other alternatives to enhance the safety of private
swimming pools and disseminate such information on the County’s website as well as the County
media channel, and provide such information to the Board.

The Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources created the special permit category in
December 2014, and a press release was issued immediately thereafter. The outreach efforts are set to
coincide with the beginning of the upcoming swimming season. Numerous channels being utilized
include a color brochure that highlights underwater swimming pool lights and the reduced-fee permit
(permit fee was reduced from $130 to $65). Copies have been delivered to Commissioners’ offices.
Additionally, a corresponding webpage was created (http://www.miamidade.gov/permits/swimming-
pool-light.asp). Other County departments are also involved in the outreach. The Water and Sewer
Department (WASD) will include a message and webpage information on the quarterly water bill for
April, May and June, as well as publish an article in the Spring edition of their e-newsletter “Pipeline.”
Working with the Community Information and Outreach Department (CIAO), articles will be included in
the Summer editions of 305Biz (circulation: 105,000 registered businesses) and 305Fit (circulation:
930,000 households). CIAO is also coordinating a taping of “Get to Know Your Commissioner” with
Commissioner Audrey Edmonson, who was the Prime Sponsor of Ordinance 14-95. Staff continues to
look for additional outreach channels including local newspapers and social media, as well as outreach
to the industry.

Per Ordinance 14-65, this memorandum will be placed on the next available Board of County
Commissioners meeting agenda.
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If you have any questions, please contact Jack Osterholt at (305) 375-5695, or me directly.

C:

Robert A. Cuevas, Jr., County Attorney

Jack Osterholt, Deputy Mayor/Director, Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources

[.ester Sola, Director, Water and Sewer Department

Henry Sori, Director, Community Information and Outreach Department

Lourdes M. Gomez, Deputy Director, Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources

Juliana Salas, Building Official/Assistant Director, Department of Regulatory and Economic
Resources

Inson Kim, Director, Intergovernmental and External Affairs, Department of Regulatory and
Economic Resources

Christopher Agrippa, Clerk of the Board



