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*** REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY *** 
 
Good morning everyone, buenos dias a todos. 
 
Governor Scott, dear friends, it’s a pleasure to be here this morning to participate in this 
announcement of more resources dedicated to early childhood learning. 
 
The future of our state can be seen in the eyes and faces of our children.  That is why 
everything we do today to help them will create a better tomorrow for all of us. 
 
One of my top priorities as Mayor is the well-being of our young people, and together with our 
community partners, we are working to improve opportunities for all children. 
 
We all know that high-quality early childhood education is crucial for the mental, social, and 
emotional development of young children, especially those in poverty.  In fact, studies show 
that for every dollar invested in children, we receive seven times in return.  Those children 
score higher on standardized tests, graduate from high school, and generally perform better 
than their peers. 
 
Let me share with you some highlights of what we are doing in our community: 
 
Miami Dade County administers the nation’s premier early childhood education program – 
Head Start / Early Head Start - that began in 1965 as a summer program. Currently, we serve 
over 7200 children from birth to age 5 through 17 community partners.  And, in the past year, 
by improving efficiencies, we served up to an additional 500 children.  
 
Our community partners also offer the highest quality early childhood development. 11 of our 
partner agencies are accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children, the most prestigious accrediting agency in the nation. And 18 Head Start sites have 
received the 5 Star Quality Rating from the Quality Counts program, which is administered 
through the Early Learning Coalition and the Children’s Trust in Miami-Dade. 
 
Our partnering agencies combine VPK funding with Head Start resources, and they offer wrap-
around services and extended hours to our pre-school children. There are many excellent 
examples of how we are maximizing funds to provide high quality and responsive care to the 
most vulnerable children and families in our community. 
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We have an example right here.  
 
Our Head Start/Early Head Start program has partnered with the Miami Children’s Museum for 
over a decade, offering art, math, and science opportunities to Head Start children.  Services 
also include professional development for teachers, activities for children, and field trips to the 
museum. The culmination of these events is a free Family Night showcasing the children’s work 
and connecting families to the cultural offerings in Miami-Dade County. 
 
That’s not all we do! 
 
In addition to the great work of the Miami Children’s Museum, our Department of Cultural 
Affairs’ arts education programs reach more than 200,000 children every year.  The majority of 
these kids are getting the opportunity to experience the arts for the first time. And students 
who are involved in arts and culture programs develop the kind of skills essential for the 21st 
century workforce - creativity, teamwork and a passion for lifelong learning. 
 
Governor Scott, this is all great news!  And your commitment to a greater investment in our 
children will help us continue all the positive things we are doing here in Miami-Dade County. 
 
Let me thank you, and to all our partners in early childhood learning, let’s keep working toward 
a better future for our children, our community, and our state. 
 
Thank you! 


