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IT IS SUGGESTED THAT ALL SPEAKERS INTRODUCE 
THEMSELVES AND PROVIDE BRIEF PERSONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

WHAT IS ETHICS? 

IN A STUDY CONDUCTED A FEW YEARS AGO, A 
GROUP OF BUSINESS PEOPLE WERE ASKED “WHAT 
IS ETHICS?"  

SOME PEOPLE ANSWERED “ETHICS IS WHEN MY 
FEELINGS TELL ME WHAT IS RIGHT OR WRONG." 

OTHERS MENTIONED "RELIGION” OR “FOLLOWING 
THE LAW…." 

STILL OTHERS REPLIED, “I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 
ETHICS MEANS!” 

AND THIS LAST ANSWER IS OK, THE DEFINITION OF 
“ETHICS” IS SOMETIMES DIFFICULT TO PIN DOWN, 
WHICH IS WHY IT’S IMPORTANT THAT WE TALK 
ABOUT AND FIND OUT WHAT ETHICS IS AND WHY 
IT’S IMPORTANT. 

BEING ETHICAL IS NOT A MATTER OF FOLLOWING 
FEELINGS BECAUSE SOMETIMES FEELINGS ARE 
OPPOSITE TO WHAT IS ETHICAL. 
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ETHICS IS ALSO NOT THE SAME AS RELIGION.  
THINK ABOUT IT.  ATHEISTS HAVE AN OBLIGATION 
TO BE ETHICAL TOO. 

ETHICAL BEHAVIOR IS ALSO NOT THE SAME AS 
FOLLOWING THE LAW.  FOR EXAMPLE, BEFORE THE 
CIVIL WAR, SLAVERY WAS ONCE PERFECTLY 
LEGAL, BUT IS SLAVERY ETHICAL?   

OF COURSE NOT. 

PERHAPS THE BEST DEFINITION OF “ETHICS” CAME 
FROM AN AUTHOR WHO ONCE SAID: 

“ETHICAL BEHAVIOR IS DOING THE RIGHT THING 
WHEN NO ONE ELSE IS WATCHING - EVEN WHEN 
DOING THE WRONG THING IS LEGAL.” 

THERE ARE TWO PARTS HERE – A GUIDELINE “THE 
RIGHT THING,” AND AN ACTION “DOING…” 

ETHICS REQUIRES GUIDELINES 

SO WHAT IS THE “RIGHT THING?” 

WE ARE A COUNTRY OF LAWS, AND OUR SUPREME 
LAW IS THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. 

THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS OF THE 
CONSTITUTION ARE THE BILL OF RIGHTS.   
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THEY ARE BASED ON ETHICS BECAUSE THEY 
GUARANTEE THE BASIC RIGHTS THAT ALL HUMANS 
SHOULD HAVE.  

JUST IN THE FIRST AMENDMENT ALONE YOU GET: 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION, SO YOU CAN WORSHIP 
WHOEVER YOU WANT, OR NOT WORSHIP AT ALL. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH, SO YOU CAN SAY WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, SO WE HAVE AN 
INDEPENDENT WATCHDOG. 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY, SO YOU CAN ORGANIZE 
INTO GROUPS. 

FREEDOM OF PETITION, SO YOU CAN TELL THE 
GOVERNMENT WHAT YOU THINK.  

THESE ARE ALL STANDARDS THAT ALL PEOPLE 
AGREE ON ARE NEEDED FOR PEOPLE TO BE ABLE 
TO LIVE IN A SOCIETY. 

IT’S WHAT OUR NATION IS FOUNDED ON.   
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AND THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, EVEN WHEN WE 
HAVE BEEN WRONG AS A COUNTRY, BECAUSE WE 
HAVE THESE RIGHTS, SOMEONE STANDS UP AND 
CALLS THE GOVERNMENT ON IT, AND THINGS 
CHANGE. 

HERE IN FLORIDA, WE HAVE EXTRA RIGHTS OF 
OPENNESS CALLED THE SUNSHINE AND PUBLIC 
RECORDS LAWS. 

EVERYTHING IN MY OFFICE IS PUBLIC, 
EVERYTHING! 

WE CAN’T HIDE DOCUMENTS OR MEET IN SECRET. 

WE EVEN HAVE ALL OUR DOCUMENTS ONLINE SO 
THAT ANYONE WHO WANTS TO SEE ANYTHING WE 
DO CAN GO AHEAD AND CHECK IT OUT. 

THIS INCLUDES HOW WE SPEND TAX MONEY, DOWN 
TO MY SALARY, AND THE SALARY OF EVERY 
SINGLE PUBLIC EMPLOYEE – IT’S ALL PUBLIC. 

ANY OF YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO INSPECT AND 
COPY GOVERNMENT RECORDS CREATED IN THE 
TRANSACTION OF PUBLIC BUSINESS. 
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THE REASON WE HAVE THESE LAWS IS BECAUSE 
YOU SHOULD KNOW WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS UP 
TO.   

AND IF AT ANY TIME THE GOVERNMENT IS UP TO 
SOMETHING YOU DISAGREE WITH OR YOU THINK 
SHOULD CHANGE, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO SPEAK 
OUT AGAINST IT.   

YOU ALSO HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO ACT, WHICH 
BRINGS ME TO MY SECOND POINT. 

ETHICS REQUIRES ACTION. 

IT’S NOT JUST ENOUGH TO HAVE AND KNOW THE 
GUIDELINES, WE NEED TO FOLLOW THEM. 

IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO “KNOW” THE RIGHT, YOU 
HAVE TO “DO” THE RIGHT THING. 

IT REQUIRES ACTION ON YOUR END. 

THE EASIEST AND MOST IMPORTANT ACTION YOU 
CAN TAKE TO INFLUENCE THE FUTURE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY AND OUR COUNTRY IS TO VOTE! 

HOW MANY OF YOU ARE PLANNING TO REGISTER 
TO VOTE AS SOON AS YOU TURN 18? 

YOU CAN’T COMPLAIN IF YOU DON’T VOTE. 
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I WAS FIRST ELECTED AS A COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER IN 2004, AND I HAD TO CONVINCE 
PEOPLE TO VOTE FOR ME.   

EVERY FOUR YEARS AFTER THAT, I HAD TO GO 
BACK OUT AND CONVINCE THEM AGAIN! 

YOU HAVE A VERY POWERFUL RIGHT THROUGH 
YOUR VOTE. 

THIS RIGHT OF ALL CITIZENS OVER THE AGE OF 
EIGHTEEN TO VOTE IS WHAT MAKES OUR NATION A 
DEMOCRACY.  

AND REMEMBER THAT NOT EVERYONE ALWAYS 
HAD A RIGHT TO VOTE.   

FOR MANY OF YOU, YOUR VOTING RIGHTS WERE 
ACHIEVED AS A RESULT OF HARD FOUGHT 
BATTLES BY AMERICANS TO SECURE THIS MOST 
BASIC DEMOCRATIC RIGHT FOR ALL CITIZENS.  

VOTING ALSO REQUIRES MORE EFFORT THAN 
MERELY REGISTERING TO VOTE, GOING TO THE 
POLLS AND FILLING OUT A BALLOT.  

BE INFORMED.   
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EVERYONE SHOULD TAKE THE TIME TO LEARN 
ABOUT THE CANDIDATES AND ISSUES AND WEIGH 
THE INFORMATION IN ORDER TO MAKE AN 
INFORMED JUDGMENT THAT REFLECTS HIS OR HER 
OWN INTERESTS AS WELL AS THAT OF THE PUBLIC 
AT LARGE.  

ONCE YOU BECOME INVOLVED THROUGH VOTING, 
THINK ABOUT FINDING SOME WAY TO PERFORM 
COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE RAISES YOUR 
CONSCIOUSNESS ABOUT PUBLIC ISSUES AND YOU 
CAN PUSH REFORMS THAT IMPROVE THE ETHICAL 
PERFORMANCE OF GOVERNMENT.   

THIS IS PART OF WHAT IS COMMONLY REFERRED 
TO AS “CIVIL SOCIETY,” THE WEB OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS, CIVIC GROUPS, 
AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
SUPPORTS AND COMPLEMENTS GOVERNMENT AND 
HELPS KEEP IT HONEST.  

NO DEMOCRACY CAN SUCCEED WITHOUT A 
HEALTHY CIVIL SOCIETY BEHIND IT. 

FINALLY, YOU CAN TRY YOUR HAND AT PUBLIC 
SERVICE. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE USUALLY INVOLVES WORK IN 
SOME CAPACITY ON BEHALF OF LOCAL, STATE, OR 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  

YOU CAN WORK AS A PUBLIC EMPLOYEE, SUCH AS 
POLICE, FIREFIGHTERS, TEACHERS, OR MUNICIPAL 
WORKERS.   

OR YOU CAN RUN FOR OFFICE. 

BUT ALSO REMEMBER THAT PEOPLE WHO SERVE IN 
GOVERNMENT ARE GENERALLY HELD TO A HIGHER 
STANDARD OF ETHICS THAN THOSE IN THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR.  

THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT THEY ARE 
ENTRUSTED BY THE PUBLIC WITH UPHOLDING 
INTERESTS MUCH BROADER THAN THOSE OF 
PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYEES.  

THE ESSENCE OF PUBLIC SERVICE IS ABOUT 
COMMITTING ONESELF UNSELFISHLY TO ONE’S 
COMMUNITY, TO PLACE SERVICE ABOVE SELF. 

SO REMEMBER: 

“ETHICAL BEHAVIOR IS DOING THE RIGHT THING 
WHEN NO ONE ELSE IS WATCHING…” 

QUESTIONS? 


