
THANK YOU THOM FOR THAT KIND INTRODUCTION. 
 
 
GOOD MORNING.   
 
 
FIRST OF ALL, LET ME BEGIN BY THANKING YOU FOR BEING HERE 
ON THIS SPECIAL MORNIING! 
 
 
YOUR PRESENCE HERE ILLUSTRATES YOUR COMMITMENT AND 
SUPPORT FOR THE ARTS AND CULTURAL PROJECTS IN OUR 
COUNTY. 
 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THE ELECTED LEADERS AND 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY: 
 
- STATE SENATOR GWEN MARGOLIS 
 
 
- MS. WILLOWSTINE LAWSON FROM UNITED STATES SENATOR BILL 
NELSON’S OFFICE 
 
 
- BRUCE CARTER WHO IS ON THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 
 
 
-FOUR-TIME EMMY WINNER AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ARTS 
PROGRAM AT THE KNIGHT FOUNDATION, DENNIS SCHOLL 
 
 
-DIRECTOR OF FLORIDA’S DIVISION OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, SANDY 
SHAUGHNESSY 
 
 



WE ALSO HAVE MEMBERS OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS COUNCIL, INCLUDING THE COUNCIL'S CHAIR, ADOLFO 
HENRIQUES, ACCOMPANYING US TODAY 
 
 
AS WELL AS MY SENIOR ADVISOR AND DIRECTOR OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, MICHAEL SPRING. 
 
 
THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE. 
 
 
I WOULD ESPECIALLY LIKE TO THANK THE TRUSTEES AND STAFF OF 
THE JORGE M. PÉREZ ART MUSEUM OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY FOR 
HOSTING THIS EVENT TOGETHER WITH THE MIAMI-DADE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS AT THIS MAGNIFICENT 
MUSEUM. 
 
 
AS SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT AND RESPECTED FIGURES IN 
THE INTERNATIONAL ARTWORLD PREPARE FOR ART BASEL, WE 
HAVE MUCH TO CELEBRATE. 
 
 
IT IS AN HONOR TO WELCOME THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS ARTISTS, 
GALLERISTS AND COLLECTORS DURING A MAGICAL WEEK THAT 
PUTS THE SPOTLIGHT ON OUR OUTSTANDING ART INSTITUTIONS, 
LOCAL ARTISTS AND CIVIC VOLUNTEERS. 
 
 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY IS ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE AND DYNAMIC 
CULTURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE HEMISPHERE. 
 
 

 
 
 



AS THE HIGHEST RANKING ARTS AND CULTURAL FIGURE IN THE 
NATION, IT IS JUST FITTING THAT THE CHAIR OF THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS VISITS US AT THIS MOMENT. 
 
 
 AS THE DAUGHTER OF CHINESE IMMIGRANTS, WE INVITE YOU TO 
EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT AND EXCELLENCE OF AN ENTIRE 
COMMUNITY THAT HAS BEEN FORMED THROUGH THE SHARING OF 
OUR DIVERSE HERITAGES, TRADITIONS AND OUR PASSION FOR THE 
ARTS. 
 
 
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT THAT THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS PROVIDES TO MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, TO 
FLORIDA AND TO OUR GREAT NATION. 
 
 
THE NEA FUNDS AND PROMOTES ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE, 
CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF INDIVIDUALS 
AND COMMUNITIES, AND WE COULD NOT BE MORE EXCITED TO 
WELCOME THEIR MOST RECENTLY APPOINTED CHAIR, JANE CHU. 
 
 
CHAIR CHU UNDERSTANDS THE VALUE OF THE ARTS IN BUILDING 
COMMUNITIES AND EDUCATING AMERICA’S YOUTH. SHE IS AN 
ARTIST HERSELF. SHE OBTAINED SEVERAL DEGREES IN PIANO 
PERFORMANCE AND PEDAGOGY. 
 
 
PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING THE CHAIR OF THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT OF THE ARTS, JANE CHU TO MIAMI-DADE COUNTY.  

 
 
 


