GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE.

LET ME BEGIN BY THANKING CHAIRMAN JEAN
MONESTIME AND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ESTEBAN BOVO, JOSE “PEPE” DIAZ, AUDREY
EDMONSON AND REBECA SOSA FOR BEING HERE
WITH US, AS WELL AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE
COUNTY’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT,
CURT SOMMERHOFF.

ALSO JOINING US THIS MORNING, ARE MIAMI-DADE
FIRE-RESCUE CHIEF DAVE DOWNEY AND POLICE
DIRECTOR JUAN PEREZ; CARLOS CASTILLO FROM
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS; ROLANDO AEDO FROM
THE GREATER MIAMI CONVENTION & VISITORS
BUREAU; ROB GOULD FROM FLORIDA POWER AND
LIGHT; AND ARMANDO VILABOY FROM THE SOUTH
FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT.

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO
PROMOTING PREPAREDNESS IN OUR COMMUNITY
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HURRICANE SEASON.



AS PUBLIC SERVANTS AND FOR ME PERSONALLY, AS
A FORMER FIRST RESPONDER AND FIRE CHIEF, IT’S
ALWAYS OUR PRIORITY TO KEEP MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY’S 2.7 MILLION RESIDENTS -- AND THE
MILLIONS OF VISITORS WE HAVE EACH YEAR -- SAFE
IN THE EVENT OF A NATURAL DISASTER.

AND THAT’S WHY WE’RE HERE TODAY: TO LET YOU
KNOW WHAT YOUR COUNTY GOVERNMENT IS DOING
TO KEEP YOU SAFE THIS HURRICANE SEASON, AND
TO TELL YOU WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP US KEEP
YOU SAFE.

THE 2016 ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON BEGINS
ON JUNE 1°T AND RUNS THROUGH NOVEMBER 30™.
WE ALL KNOW IT ONLY TAKES ONE HURRICANE OR
TROPICAL STORM TO SIGNIFICANTLY DISRUPT OUR
DAILY LIVES.

ALTHOUGH IT’S BEEN 11 YEARS SINCE WE HAD A
LAND-FALLING HURRICANE IN FLORIDA, WE CAN’T
LET HURRICANE AMNESIA SET IN.

WE MUST ALL BE PREPARED. WE MUST ALL BE
READY IN THE EVENT THAT A MAJOR STORM HITS
OUR COMMUNITY. WE MUST ALL DO OUR PART.



MIAMI-DADE COUNTY IS A RESILIENT COMMUNITY.
SO, IN ADDITION TO OUR ONGOING PREPARATIONS
FOR HURRICANE AND TROPICAL WEATHER, OUR
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT WORKS
CLOSELY WITH OUR OFFICE OF RESILIENCE TO
ENSURE THAT THE ADAPTATIONS WE’RE MAKING TO
ACCOUNT FOR CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEA-LEVEL
RISE ARE INCORPORATED INTO OUR DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS AND RECOVERY EFFORTS.

IN FACT, JUST YESTERDAY, A TEAM OF 10
INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS FROM THE URBAN LAND
INSTITUTE ARRIVED HERE TO HELP THE COUNTY
CONTINUE PLANNING IN FLOOD-PRONE AREAS,
WELL BEFORE ANY STORMS ARRIVE.

BECAUSE BEING A RESILIENT COMMUNITY MEANS
BEING FULLY READY FOR WHAT’S COMING AHEAD.
IT MEANS PROTECTING OUR RESIDENTS AND
VISITORS. IT MEANS PROTECTING OUR PETS. ANDIT
MEANS PROTECTING OUR PROPERTY.

BUT, AS I’'VE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE: /T TAKES
ALL OF US TO PROTECT ALL OF Us.

AND THAT’S WHERE OUR RESIDENTS CAN HELP
THEIR COUNTY GOVERNMENT.



ALL OF US MIAMIANS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO
BE PREPARED.

BECAUSE IF WE AREN’T ALL PREPARED TO CARE FOR
OURSELVES AND OUR FAMILIES WITHIN THE FIRST
72 HOURS OF A LAND-FALLING STORM, THEN WE
SIMPLY AREN’T SAFE.

INITIAL HURRICANE FORECASTS PREDICT AN
AVERAGE HURRICANE SEASON OF 12 NAMED
STORMS, 6  HURRICANES  AND 3 MAJOR
HURRICANES. WE’LL LEARN MORE WHEN THE
NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER ISSUES ITS 2016
ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON OUTLOOK ON MAY
27. BUT, REGARDLESS OF PREDICTIONS AND
FORECASTS, WE MUST ALWAYS BE PREPARED.

LET’S NOT FORGET THE RECORD-BREAKING YEAR
OF 2005, WHEN 6 NAMED STORMS IMPACTED OUR
STATE FROM KEY WEST TO PENSACOLA. AS M
SURE MANY OF YOU REMEMBER, KATRINA AND
WILMA HAD SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS RIGHT HERE IN
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY.



SO, LET’S ALL WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT OUR
COMMUNITY. THERE ARE SIMPLE THINGS WE CAN
ALL DO TO PREPARE FOR A POTENTIAL STORM.

WE CAN PICK UP EXTRA CANS OF NON-PERISHABLE
GOODS AND START STORING TAP WATERIN PLASTIC
JUGS, OR PURCHASE BOTTLED WATER.

IF THERE’S NO BOIL-WATER ORDER IN YOUR AREA,
JUST OPEN YOUR TAP AND DRINK UP.

WE CAN ALSO FILL UP OUR GAS TANKS PRIORTO A
STORM, AND WE CAN STOCK UP ON ANY NECESSARY
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, WE CAN START MAKING OUR
EMERGENCY PLANS NOW.

TO DO THIS, FIRST, DECIDE HOW YOU’LL SECURE
YOUR HOME AND CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONES.
HAVE A PLAN FOR THE OLDER MEMBERS OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD AND YOUR PETS.

OUR ANIMAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT HAS
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TIPS FOR PET OWNERS
AVAILABLE AT: WWW.MIAMIDADE.GOV/HURRICANE/
OR YOU CAN CALL 3-1-1.



http://www.miamidade.gov/hurricane/

SECOND, KNOW IF YOU ARE IN A STORM SURGE
PLANNING ZONE, AND PLAN WHERE YOU’LL GO IF AN
EVACUATION ORDER IS ISSUED FOR YOUR AREA.

PERSONS WITH ACCESS OR FUNCTIONAL NEEDS, OR
THOSE REQUIRING EVACUATION ASSISTANCE, CAN
REGISTER FOR THE COUNTY’S EMERGENCY &
EVACUATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BY CALLING 3-
1-1.

AND LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, THE COUNTY PROVIDES
HURRICANE EVACUATION CENTERS AND
HURRICANE BUS PICKUP POINTS FOR PEOPLE WHO
MAY NEED A SAFE PLACE TO EVACUATE TO OR
TRANSPORTATION TO GET THERE.

AGAIN, IF YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION ON ANY
OF WHAT I’VE JUST MENTIONED,
WWW.MIAMIDADE.GOV/HURRICANE/ AND 3-1-1 WILL
PROVIDE THE MOST CURRENT AND ACCURATE
INFORMATION REGARDING ACTIONS THAT THE
COUNTY IS TAKING AND HURRICANE PREPARATION
TOOLS YOU CAN USE.

THAT’S AN IMPORTANT POINT.

IN ADDITION TO BEING PREPARED, WE MUST ALSO
DO OUR PART TO STAY ALERT, AND WE MUST MAKE
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SURE WE HAVE THE MOST ACCURATE
INFORMATION.

| KNOW A LOT HAS CHANGED IN TERMS OF HOW WE
GET OUR NEWS SINCE OUR LAST MAJOR HURRICANE
MORE THAN A DECADE AGO. AND THERE ARE
PLENTY OF “SO-CALLED” EXPERTS WHO COMPETE
WITH FORECASTERS AND PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS
TO PROVIDE INFORMATION AND ADVICE.

SO, YOU WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT THE
INFORMATION YOU RECEIVE IS LEGITIMATE.

AND THAT’S WHY | RECOMMEND THAT ALL MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY RESIDENTS VISIT
WWW.MIAMIDADE.GOV/HURRICANE/ TO SIGN UP FOR
FREE TEXT ALERTS ABOUT SEVERE WEATHER AND
OTHER EMERGENCY EVENTS.

I ALSO RECOMMEND THAT EVERY MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY RESIDENT READ THE FREE HURRICANE
READINESS GUIDE THAT’S DOWNLOADABLE FROM
THAT SITE.

IF YOU ARE ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA, YOU MAY
ALSO FOLLOW THE COUNTY @MiamiDadeCounty, THE
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
@MiamiDadeEM, AND ME @MayorGimenez ON
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TWITTER AND FACEBOOK. THESE ARE TRUSTED
SOURCES FOR EMERGENCY INFORMATION BEFORE,
DURING AND AFTER A STORM.

ONCE AGAIN, EVERYONE, | CANT EMPHASIZE
ENOUGH THE NEED FOR ALL OF US TO PREPARE
BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF TROPICAL STORM FORCE
WINDS. NO ONE CAN PREDICT WITH ABSOLUTE
CERTAINTY WHERE OR WHEN HURRICANES WILL
STRIKE THIS SEASON, BUT WE CAN GET READY
NOW.

SO, PLEASE GET A KIT, MAKE A PLAN, AND STAY
INFORMED.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE. LET’S ALL WORK
TOGETHER THIS HURRICANE SEASON TO KEEP US
ALL SAFE.

THANK YOU. AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL.
NOW, PLL GIVE SOME BRIEF REMARKS IN SPANISH.
MUY BUENOS DIAS.

QUIERO COMENZAR DANDOLE LAS GRACIAS A
TODOS LOS SERVIDORES PUBLICOS QUE ESTAN HOY
AQUIi JUNTO A MI, POR SU COMPROMISO CON



NUESTRA COMUNIDAD EN ESTA TEMPORADA DE
HURACANES.

COMO SERVIDORES PUBLICOS Y PARA MI EN LO
PERSONAL COMO EX-BOMBERO, SIEMPRE ES
NUESTRA PRIORIDAD MANTENER SEGUROS EN
CASO DE UN DESASTRE NATURAL A NUESTROS 2.7
MILLONES DE RESIDENTES Y LOS MILLONES DE
VISITANTES QUE VIENEN A MIAMI-DADE TODOS LOS
ANOS.

HOY NOS ENCONTRAMOS AQUI PARA INFORMARLES
LO QUE SU GOBIERNO CONDAL ESTA HACIENDO
PARA MANTENERLOS SEGUROS DURANTE ESTA
TEMPORADA DE HURACANES Y LO QUE USTEDES
PUEDEN HACER PARA AYUDARNOS A MANTENERLOS
SEGUROS.

LA TEMPORADA DE HURACANES INICIA EL PRIMERO
DE JUNIO Y TERMINA EL 30 DE NOVIEMBRE. TODOS
SABEMOS QUE UNA SOLA TORMENTA TROPICAL O
HURACAN PUEDE CAMBIAR NUESTRAS VIDAS Y POR
ESO TODOS DEBEMOS ESTAR PREPARADOS.

TENEMOS QUE ESTAR LISTOS EN CASO DE QUE UNA
TORMENTA DE MUCHA INTENSIDAD IMPACTE
NUESTRA COMUNIDAD.



PORQUE SI NO ESTAMOS PREPARADOS PARA
PROTEGER A NUESTRAS FAMILIAS EN LAS
PRIMERAS 72 HORAS DE QUE UNA TORMENTA
TOQUE TIERRA, ENTONCES SIMPLEMENTE NO
ESTAMOS SEGUROS.

HAY COSAS MUY BASICAS Y SIMPLES QUE PODEMOS
HACER PARA ESTAR PREPARADOS, COMO POR
EJEMPLO:

PODEMOS ALMACENAR LATAS DE COMIDA Y AGUA
DE LA LLAVE. Sl NO HAY UNA ORDEN DE HERVIR EL
AQUA, TOME EL AGUA DE LA LLAVE.

PODEMOS LLENAR NUESTROS TANQUES DE
GASOLINA CON SUFICIENTE TIEMPO ANTES QUE
LLEGUE UNA TORMENTA Y ASEGURARNOS DE
TENER LOS MEDICAMENTOS NECESARIOS,

TENEMOS QUE HACER UN PLAN DE EMERGENCIA
AHORA Y NO DEJARLO PARA DESPUES.

:QUE QUIERE DECIR ESTO?

PRIMERO, DECIDIR COMO ASEGURAR NUESTRAS
CASAS Y PROTEGER NUESTROS SERES QUERIDOS,
EN ESPECIAL TENER UN PLAN PARA LAS PERSONAS
MAYORES Y MASCOTAS.
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SEGUNDO, AVERIGUAR S1 USTED VIVE EN UNA ZONA
DE EVACUACION Y TENER UN PLAN EN CASO DE QUE
SE EMITA UNA ORDEN DE EVACUACION.

AQUELLAS PERSONAS CON NECESIDADES
ESPECIALES O AQUELLOS QUE NECESITEN
ASISTENCIA PARA EVACUAR, DEBEN INSCRIBIRSE
AL PROGRAMA DE EMERGENCIA Y ASISTENCIA DE
EVACUACION DEL CONDADO LLAMANDO AL 3-1-1.

POR ULTIMO, EL CONDADO PROVEE CENTROS DE
EVACUACION Y TRANSPORTE PARA PERSONAS QUE
NECESITEN UN LUGAR SEGURO O UN VEHICULO
PARA LLEGAR ALLI.

PARA CONCLUIR, AHORA QUE LAS REDES SOCIALES
ESTAN DE MODA QUEREMOS RECOMENDARLES A
NUESTROS RESIDENTES SEGUIR SOLAMENTE LA
INFORMACION QUE SALE DE LAS CUENTAS
OFICIALES EN TWITTER Y FACEBOOK DEL CONDADO
@MiamiDadeCounty, DE LA OFICINA DE EMERGENCIA
@MiamiDadeEM Y LA MIA @MayorGimenez.

Y COMO SIEMPRE LES DIGO SI NECESITAN MAS
INFORMACION LLAMEN AL 3-1-1 O VISITEN EL
PORTAL WWW.MIAMIDADE.GOV/HURRICANE.
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RECUERDEN, NADIE PUEDE PREDECIR CON TOTAL
CERTEZA CUANDO O DONDE UN HURACAN TOCARA
TIERRA, PERO Si PODEMOS PREPARARNOS ANTES
DE QUE LLEGUE.

MUCHAS GRACIAS Y QUE DIOS LOS BENDIGA.

AHORA DOY PASO AL TENIENTE EUGENE GERMAIN
QUIEN NOS TRADUCIRA AL CREOLE.
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