
 
  

 
 

Miami-Dade County 
 

Commission on Disability Issues (CODI)  
Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)    

111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33128 
18th Floor, Conference Room 18-4 

 Date:    Wednesday, September 25, 2013       

 Time:  1:30– 4:00 p.m. est.

 Call to Order Time:     1:33  p.m. est.

 Meeting Adjourned:    3:56 p.m. est.

I.  

Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed  

 District 1  
Commissioner Jordan  

Damian Gregory
1st Vice Chair 

Present

 District 2  
Commissioner Monestime 

Jackson David
Housing Committee Chair  

Present

 District 3  
Commissioner Edmonson  

Jose Granda
Committee Chair 

Present

 District 4  
Commissioner Heyman 

Earl Oaks
Employment Committee Chair 

Absent     

 District 5  
Commissioner Barreiro  

Jose (Ernie) Martinez
CODI Chairman 

Present 

 District 6  
Commissioner Sosa 

Pedro Rodriguez
 

Excused Absence

 District 7  
Commissioner Suarez  

Harry Horgan
Outreach/Education Chair 

Present

 District 8  
Commissioner Bell 

Jesus Garcia
CODI Secretary and Transportation Committee Chair 

Present 

 District 9  
Commissioner Moss 

Ronald Fulton
2nd Vice Chair 

Present

 District 10  
Commissioner Souto  

Vacant Appointment ----

 District 11  
Commissioner Martinez  

Denise Valkema Absent

 District 12  
Commissioner Diaz 

Marilyn Larrieu  
Housing Committee Co-Chair 

Present 

  District 13  
Commission Bovo 

Alan Rigerman Present

 Miami-Dade County Staff Present 
 

Dianne Steinberg    
Administrative & Bus. Services Division Recording 
Secretary, ISD 
 

Heidi Johnson-Wright  
ADA Coordinator, ISD 
 

Lucy  Binhack,   
Disability Service Manager, Parks & Recreation Dept. 
 

Hydi Webb 
Manager of Business Development, Port of Miami, 
Seaport   

Present
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present  
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Addis Kuryla 
Executive Assistant to  Associate Director of 
Governmental Affairs Manager, MIA 
 

Monica Beltran, Division Director, Landside 
Operations/ADA Coordinator, Aviation Department 
    

Ray Diaz 
Chief, Commercial Operations, Aviation Department 
      

Ricardo Fernandez 
Supervisor, Landside Operations, Aviation Department 
 

Kira Grossman 
Miami Parking Authority, Sr. Exec. Advisor to CEO 
 

Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 

 
Present 

II.  Approval of  
Agenda 

Chairman Ernie Martinez requested a motion to approve the September 25, 2013 
agenda. Jesus Garcia made the motion to approve, which was seconded by Alan 
Rigerman.  Agenda unanimously approved.                   

III.  Approval of 
CODI 
Minutes 
 

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to approve the June 26, 2013 and July 24, 
2013 CODI minutes.  Alan Rigerman made the motion to approve, which was 
seconded by Jesus Garcia. Motion unanimously approved.           
 

IV.  Open 
Comments 

3 minutes each speaker (Advance Notice Preferred)
No public comments at this time 
 

V.  Old /New 
Business 

 

VI.  Information 
Items 

 

a) MDT Special Transportation Services (STS) Fare Increase & Disabled 
Parking Ordinance Amendment for Charges at Miami International 
Airport & Port of Miami, Seaport  
Miami-Dade County, Board of County Commissioner Sally Heyman, District 4  

 
Miami-Dade Transit STS Fare Increase              
 

County Commissioner Sally Heyman advised CODI the fifty cent increase of Miami-
Dade Transit (MDT) STS fees will take effect on October 1, 2013. The 
Commissioner acknowledged the many individuals that contacted her, reinforcing 
concerns she has regarding the STS fee increase. The Commissioner is hopeful that 
this issue will be re-visited during the mid-year adjustment of the MDT budget.  
 
Disabled Parking at Miami International Airport (MIA) and Seaport 
 

The proposed Eligibility for Handicapped Parking Ordinance sponsored by 
Commissioner Heyman was distributed to the CODI board members. 
Commissioner Heyman advised CODI that the Miami International Airport (MIA) is 
the only airport in the state of Florida that provides free parking for persons who 
have the disabled parking placard or tags. Port Miami follows this practice as well. 
Commissioner Heyman noted that the impact of the estimated parking revenue 
loss at MIA Parking Authority is between $3.5 - 4 million annually.  The estimated 
parking revenue loss at Port Miami is $700,000 annually. The proposed ordinance 
would make County code  consistent with Florida State law:  
 
 ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 30-388.2 OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY CODE PROVIDING THAT, 
CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW, PARKING CHARGES MAY BE IMPOSED ON VEHICLES DISPLAYING A 
DISABLED PARKING PERMIT OR LICENSE TAG AT ANY COUNTY AIRPORT OR SEAPORT UNDER 
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SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT THAT SUCH CHARGES MAY NOT BE IMPOSED FOR CERTAIN 
VEHICLES AS DEFINED IN SUCH STATE LAW; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN THE CODE, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) has investigated the fraudulent misuse 
of placards. The Commissioner added that some “snowbirds” store their vehicles 
at MIA garages for long periods of time, occupying critically needed parking 
spaces. She stated that it is her responsibility as a legislator to assist the disabled 
community to reduce obstacles in order to provide better accessibility.   
 
If the ordinance is revised, parking fees collected will not be placed in the County’s 
general fund but will be directed back to the County department fund. She added 
that Aviation Director Gonzalez has advised these funds will be used for 
improvements for access, improvement in the parking areas, capital 
improvements, etc. Vivian Suarez, Commissioner Heyman’s Legislative Analyst, 
was introduced as the liaison providing assistance to CODI on this issue.   
 
Alan Rigerman stated his concern about paraplegics’ and quadriplegics’ access to 
free parking. Commissioner Heyman responded that individuals with mechanically 
modified vehicles or the Florida Toll Permit will not be required to pay for parking.  
Commissioner Heyman encouraged CODI members to reach out to their County 
Commissioners to discuss this important legislation in order to eliminate fraud.   
 
Ms. Larrieu raised concerns regarding severely disabled individuals – such as those 
with brain and spinal cord injuries -- who do not have modified vehicles. She 
recommended that consideration be given to charging a discounted rate for 
accessible parking. Damian Gregory said that when he goes to MIA, he is required to 
present his placard with his driver’s license and/or Florida ID in order to ensure the 
parking fee is waived.  
 
Ray Diaz advised that the cost is tracked on a daily basis and approximately 366 
transactions each day are waived. Mr. David stated that monthly benefits for the 
disabled are only $710 a month. He suggested introducing a minimum of 4-5 
hours of free disabled parking.  Monica Beltran said this will not prevent 
individuals -- especially those that work at MIA -- from taking advantage of the 
accessible parking. They can simply leave and return at lunchtime, paying half the 
fee. She added that MIA employees with a blue placard are not required to use 
the employee parking lot.   However, regardless if someone works at the airport 
or not, they are permitted to use their placard and have equal access.  
 
Ms. Beltran said that placards are frequently being utilized by individuals even 
after they have recovered from a temporary condition. Overnight parking at MIA 
accommodates approximately 5100 vehicles in a parking facility that handles 
8,000 vehicles each day including requests submitted from the entire State of 
Florida and internationally. She added that persons with disabilities who will be 
away for an extended period could seek an alternative transportation to the 
airport, such as STS.   
                                                                                                                                                          
Mr. Gregory stated that his brother works at Florida International University 
where disabled employees must have a special placard in addition to the State of 
Florida blue parking placard. 
 
Kira Grossman stated that the Miami Parking Authority, Downtown Development 
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Authority, and the Miami-Dade County cities parking authorities have all passed 
resolutions to encourage counties and municipalities to pursue state legislation 
for an increase in the fines for abuse of the disabled parking placards. She stated 
that there is a disparity between the Florida State Statute which allows airports 
and seaports to charge most placard holders for disabled parking and the County 
ordinance, which does not.  
Ms. Johnson-Wright inquired about how MIA and Seaport staff will go about 
inspecting a vehicle for mechanical modifications, such as an automatic ramp. A 
discussion ensued and Monica Beltran stated that the parking staff would be 
trained to deal with this. 
 
Mr. David asked if a portion of the revenue saved from this initiative can be used 
to benefit the disabled community. Ms. Beltran said there will be a disincentive for 
employees gaining no monetary value to use the disabled parking at MIA. She 
added that MIA has done very well with ADA Compliance, having invested funds 
and implemented changes that benefit everyone.     
 
This item will be on the agenda for the Economic Development and Port of Miami 
Committee on Thursday, October 10, 2013. Chairman Martinez will chair an adhoc 
CODI Parking Committee. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 3, 2013 
at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Heidi Johnson-Wright advised CODI that she will be out on medical leave for up to 
3 months. She introduced Leland Solomon, Assistant Director, Internal Services 
Department. 

 
   

b) PUBLIC WORKS AND WASTE MANAGEMENT – JULIO MARTINEZ 
 

Julio Martinez stated that PWWM has received numerous calls relayed from 311 
with incomplete contact information. PWWM must perpetually follow up with 
individuals for necessary information.  He said they realize people sometimes 
prefer to make calls anonymously but PWWM cannot justify any improvements 
without knowing the identity of the requester and information about the 
complaint. PWWM will then work to remedy the situation, but noted that PWWM 
has limited funds for ADA accessibility issues. 

 
 

   

c) MDT PARATRANSIT ISSUES &UPDATES – WILLIAM VELEZ  
d) TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE – JESUS GARCIA, COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 

Jesus Garcia spoke about the fifty cent increase in MDT fares commencing on 
October 1, 2013. He acknowledged that increases in fuel prices and transit costs 
have occurred but added that the fare increases affect the most vulnerable of our 
population, the disabled community.  Mr. Garcia expressed concerns that CODI is 
often made aware of decisions that affect the disabled community, after the fact. 
He added that there is no justification for this oversight. Information should be 
shared with CODI beforehand. He was displeased that announcement of the fare 
increase came from the contractor rather than MDT.  Unaware of the pending 
increase, STS riders perceived CODI as being as ill-informed.    
 
Mr. Garcia made a motion to file a formal complaint with the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) regarding this fare change without a public hearing.  Jackson 
David seconded the motion. (This motion was later retracted by Mr. Garcia 
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following the discussion noted below with MDT.)            
    
Ysela Llort, Director, Miami-Dade Transit (MDT), addressed CODI and encouraged 
the Board to make an informed decision. She verified that there were six public 
hearings held in Miami-Dade County related specifically to the FY 13-14 County 
budget.  In each meeting, both issues of regular fares and proposed increases to 
STS fares were discussed. Ms. Llort noted that she was in attendance at two of 
these meeting and members of her staff were in attendance in all six. Additionally, 
there were also two public hearings open to County residents and the budget was 
made available to the public.    
 
Bill Velez apologized for the oversight but confirmed that he made the 
announcement of the fare increase at the Local Coordinating Board Meeting.  Ms. 
Llort acknowledged that it may have been preferable that she notified Mr. Garcia, 
CODI Transportation Committee Chairman of this upcoming issue.   
 
MDT staff completed research on the public notices and the method of 
distribution. This resolution to increase fares automatically took effect in 2008. 
From that time forward, fare increases were included in all budget notices. Mr. 
Velez provided background information regarding the resolution passed in May 
2008 that stated that all fare increases for MDT would increase automatically 
based on the Operating Cost Index which is determined by the operating costs of 
MDT.       
 
A discussion ensued. Ms. Llort suggested that, shortly before the annual adoption 
of the County budget, CODI request any information that impacts people with 
disabilities be forwarded to them. Ms. Llort agreed that MDT will do more to 
notify the Board on issues. 
 
Ron Fulton made a request for a copy of the minutes for all CODI Sub Committee 
meetings for the month of May 2013. 
 
MOTION was made to have the Miami-Dade County departments notify CODI 
ahead of time on issues affecting the disability community and any information 
that impacts the disability community related to the Miami-Dade County budget. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ron Fulton inquired if STS has meetings with the drivers to identify issues. Bill 
Velez said they do not, but agreed to raise the issue with Transportation America. 
Creating a complaints appeal board was raised. Mr. Velez clarified that the existing 
appeals process is related to certification, denials and suspension. He added that 
at the last Local Coordinating Board (LCB) meeting a grievance committee was 
established.  
 
Chairman Martinez requested information on the regulations regarding public 
notice of fare increases on Paratransit. He also said there were complaints from 
the visually impaired community regarding the County’s website. Bill Velez said 
the County’s ITD Department is working on improving accessibility to the website. 
A discussion ensued regarding the Miami-Dade County Paratransit Call Center. Mr. 
Velez said they are trying to reduce the caller wait time by supplementing staff.  
 
Mr. Velez said that MDT has put out about 15,000 flyers and included a notice on 
its website regarding the transit fare increase. He added that MDT will honor 
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vouchers at the original price paid for them.  
 
Chairman Martinez said the online credit card ticket system is very successful. He 
suggested that individuals should not have to travel to the Transportation America 
location to purchase tickets. There should be an option to pick up tickets at a 
second location at a County facility. This is to be discussed at the Transportation 
Committee.  

 

     

e) ACCESS COMMITTEE: JOSE GRANDA, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
  

Mr. Granda said that the Access Committee was addressing MDPD issues. 
MDPD Captain Steven Rasmussen came to a committee meeting to discuss 
officer training on interacting and communicating with people with 
disabilities. Captain advised that MDPD cannot deviate from the State 
mandated training book. Mr. Granda requested that once officers are certified 
and sworn in, CODI be included in training new officers.  
 
He stated that the Access Committee will not meet in October 2013. Mr. 
Granda advised that before the 11/2/13 Dolphins vs. Panthers Game, he will 
be signing the national anthem. 

 
 

   

f) MEMBER CONCERNS: DAMIAN GREGORY 
 

Mr. Gregory raised concerns regarding outdated accessible taxi phone 
numbers on the County website. He also advised CODI of the issues coming 
before the BCC in the coming months such as the award of the medallions and 
the overhaul of the taxi system. Ms. Johnson-Wright and Chairman Martinez 
have being attending the Taxi Advisory Group meetings -- including the 
meetings of the accessible cab subcommittee. Ms. Johnson-Wright said she 
would provide Mr. Gregory with copies of the minutes of these meetings. 

 

VII.  Action Items  

ADA CELEBRATION 2014: HARRY HORGAN COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
 
A discussion ensued about the success of the 2013 ADA celebration. Mr. Granda 
suggested that the deaf leaders be invited to the Miami-Dade County schools to 
educate students. 
 
 

VIII.  Adjournment 
 

Meeting ended 3:56 p.m. est.  
    

 Next Meeting  
 

October 23, 2013 
 


