
 

 

  
 

Miami-Dade County 
 

Commission on Disability Issues (CODI)  
Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)    

111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33128 
   18th Floor, Conference Room 18-4 

 Date:    Wednesday, April 23, 2014                 

 Time:  1:30 – 4:00 p.m. est.

 Call to Order Time:     1:50 p.m. est.

 Meeting Adjourned:    4:01 p.m. est.     

I.  

Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed  

 District 1  
Commissioner Jordan  

Damian Gregory
1st Vice Chair, Employment Committee Chair 

Present

 District 2  
Commissioner Monestime 

Jackson David
Housing Committee Chair    

Excused Absence  

 District 3  
Commissioner Edmonson  

Jose Granda  
Access Committee Chair 

Present

 District 4  
Commissioner Heyman 

Earl Oaks
Housing Committee Chair 

Present
Conference Call  

 District 5  
Commissioner Barreiro  

Jose (Ernie) Martinez
CODI Chairman  

Present

 District 6  
Commissioner Sosa 

Pedro Rodriguez
 

Absent

 District 7  
Commissioner Suarez  

Harry Horgan
Outreach/Education Chair 

Present
Left at 2:30 p.m. 

 District 8  
Commissioner Bell 

Jesus Garcia
CODI Secretary and Transportation Committee Chair 

Excused Absence
 

 District 9  
Commissioner Moss 

Ronald Fulton
2nd Vice Chair 

Present   

 District 10  
Commissioner Souto  

Vacant Appointment ……      

 District 11  
Commissioner suppoto 

Vacant Appointment ……   

 District 12  
Commissioner Diaz 

Marilyn Larrieu  
Housing Committee Co-Chair 

Present

  District 13  
Commission Bovo 

Alan Rigerman Present

 Miami-Dade County Staff 
Present 
 

Dianne Steinberg 
ISD, Recording Secretary 
 

Heidi Johnson-Wright 
ISD, ADA Coordinator 
 
 

Julio Martinez 
PWWM, ADA Coordinator 
 
 

Rene Casellas 
MIA, Operation Supervisor, Landside Operations 

Present
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
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II. Approval of  
Agenda 

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to approve the agenda for April 23, 2014  
Damian Gregory made the motion; Jose Granda seconded it. Motion passed unanimously. 
     

III. Approval of 
CODI 
Minutes 

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to approve the March 26, 2014 CODI Meeting 
minutes. Motion made by Allen Rigerman and Ron Fulton seconded.  

IV. Open 
Comments 

3 minutes each speaker (Advance Notice Preferred)
No public comments at this time  
 

Open 
Comments  

 

Heidi Johnson-Wright raised the issue of ambient noise being produced in the 
recordings during the monthly CODI meeting to the Board members.  
 
Disabled Parking Fees at Jackson Memorial Hospital 
 

Ms. Johnson-Wright updated CODI on a number of concerns raised by Ron Fulton 
including the follow-up process for issues brought forward during CODI meetings.  
Additionally, PWWM staff was contacted to review Mr. Fulton’s concerns regarding 
access issues created by trash bins blocking sidewalks on trash pick-up days. Julio 
Martinez, ADA Coordinator at PWWM was contacted to review Mr. Fulton’s concerns 
regarding traffic lights displaying a left turn arrow for vehicles alongside pedestrian 
signals.  Additionally, William Valez, Paratransit Operations, MDT was contacted 
regarding Mr. Fulton’s request for an STS Driver Input meeting.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright contacted Ester Avalela, Chief of Staff, Public Health Trust at JMH 
regarding concerns raised by CODI related to disabled parking fees charged to the 
community. The same exceptions implemented at MIA and Seaport for individuals with 
mechanically altered vehicles as well as and those enrolled in the Toll Permit Program 
are applied by JMH.   Additionally, free parking is available for 2 hours.     
 
JMH is currently developing the policy which will include the financial threshold. 
Beginning May 1, 2014 all visitors to JMH whether being admitted to JMH or as an out-
patient, will receive an assessment at registration to determine if they meet the 
standard for free or discounted parking. If an individual is an outpatient, upon leaving, 
their parking ticket will be validated. If someone is being admitted and their family is 
parking, they will take the parking ticket and get it validated. This will be the standard 
practice for all JMH patients.   
 
Jose Granda raised concerns regarding deaf patients of the JMH receiving this 
information. Ms. Johnson-Wright inquired how communication at JMH is handled for 
deaf patients that primarily speak sign language. Jose Granda confirmed that 
interpreters are provided, on condition that requests are made in advanced.  
 
ADA Office Additional Support Staff 
 

Regarding additional ADA Office support staff, Ms. Johnson-Wright advised the ADA 
Office has received funding and interviews were conducted for an Office Support 
Specialist. A candidate was hired and will be starting very soon.  
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Information  
Items 

 

1. Committee Reporting  
 

  

a) Outreach and Education Committee (Harry Horgan, Chair) 
 

Harry Horgan stated that the CODI Outreach and Education Committee are 
currently coordinating the 24th anniversary of the ADA Celebration. Mr. Horgan 
said the Committee is considering collaboration with iLAB, a Miami Technology 
company which is situated on a campus coop of creative entrepreneurs.  He 
added that new technology creates opportunities for making the world more 
accessible to the Disabled Community.  He recommended that CODI determine a 
date in order to reserve it as soon as possible. Dates under discussion for the 
event included July 24, 25, or 26, 2014.   

 
Heidi Johnson-Wright stated that it is customary that when coordinating a public 
County event, departments that organize public outreach events are often 
notified. Such departments that have direct contact with residents such as the 
Transit Department which utilizes the Smart card, Department of Emergency 
Management, Miami-Dade Transit, Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces, and the 
Public Libraries should be invited to attend, approximately two months prior to 
the event, which in this circumstance would be May 2014.  A mini resource fair 
such as this makes available information regarding County services provided to 
the public.  
 
Harry Horgan suggested the ADA celebration develop a webcast with a panel of 
participants to include the CODI Board and various technology organizations. He 
recommended teleconferencing also be used. Jose Granda said that CODI should 
verify the date of the event does not conflict with any Center for Independent 
Living (CIL) events. Chairman Martinez acknowledged that no event dates as yet 
have been announced by CIL.  
 
Chairman Martinez recommended that CODI conduct research into mobile 
applications (apps) that are available for People with Disabilities using the 
example of the City of Miami Beach which utilizes a mobile app that takes a 
picture of license tags to generate citations.  

  
b) Housing Committee: Chairman Ernie Martinez 
 

Set-Aside Ordinance 
 

Heidi Johnson-Wright discussed the Housing Committee meeting in which the Set 
Aside Ordinance was discussed; however, it was also noted that the language 
contained within the ordinance is somewhat ambiguous. Pedro and Angie 
Rodriguez also attended the meeting and a discussion ensued regarding effective 
Set-asides. It was suggested that CODI members develop specifics on what 
constitutes accessible housing; not an exhaustive but a demonstrative list.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright said Universal Design ensures every unit includes visibility type 
elements with minimal requirements i.e. doorways and hallways, and townhouse 
units include a bedroom on the main floor. She added that if all the fully accessible 
units were occupied, an individual could move in to a Universal Design unit and 
make necessary changes later. Additional items discussed included doorway 
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widths, bathroom showers with a square 60 inch turning radius etc.  
 
The fact that many wheelchair users are opposed to residing in apartments higher 
that the first floor in buildings that do not include ramp access was also discussed. 
Ms. Wright advised that complaints to various ADA Offices often concern 
individuals that are deprived of elevator service within their buildings and are 
unable to leave their residence due to lack of access to a ramp, sometimes for 
weeks. The Housing Department states that many individuals who apply for 
accessible housing request a residence on higher floors, due to safety concerns.  
 
She advised CODI members to review the proposed legislation. Members can 
include any essential recommendations for accessible housing they may have and 
state i.e. “including the following elements but not limited to”. The focus of the 
Ordinance is that 5% of accessible housing is required by law; however, CODI is 
recommending an increase to 10%.  
 
Damian Gregory raised concerns regarding public outreach to the Disabled 
Community specifically related to advertising of available units. Also, set-aside 
units intended for People with Disabilities being occupied by individuals that are 
not disabled, was discussed. The issue of what constitutes “affordable” accessible 
housing was raised. A discussion ensued regarding the Florida Housing Coalition 
identifying some existing accessible housing units that are being phased out and 
being returned to fair market value. Jose Granda added that Habitat for Humanity 
in Hialeah, FL is providing affordable accessible housing.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright, a presenter at the U of M, School of Architecture, encourages 
students to utilize Universal Design and include accessibility, and not merely as an 
add-on. The AARP statistics of individuals over 60 year of age confirm that many 
want to remain in their home for the remainder of their lives. A note of interest:  
The ADA does not affect housing in single family homes; therefore, approximately 
70% of the housing units in the country have no requirement to be accessible.  
 
Ron Fulton recommended that CODI should formally recognize Mario Argicola, 
Habitat for Humanity for designing some of the first accessibly houses.  
 
Damian Gregory familiarized CODI with the “Residential Options for People with 
Disabilities” known as ROOF, a statewide housing entity, which endeavors to 
provide support mechanisms for individuals who want to reside in their homes, or 
a residential community. One objective of ROOF is to assist communities in 
welcoming People with Disabilities with integration into the community.  
 
Jose Granda proposed CODI invite organizations i.e. architectural groups etc. to the 
Annual ADA Event to provide information on services provided within their field to 
the Disability Community.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright spoke about a complex designed years ago for disabled 
students at the Ohio State University. The land was donated and the facility was 
funded by major sponsors and administered by a nonprofit organization with rental 
fees subsidized by HUD. There was a staff assistant providing basic attended care 
on duty 24 hours a day. This was a transitional residence and recipients were 
expected to reside there for approximately 4 years only. Consideration of the 
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establishment of a similar type of facility in Miami was discussed.  
 
A discussion ensued regarding Florida International University (FIU) and its new 
construction across from the main campus. Chairman Martinez recommended that 
CODI should meet with FIU to discuss the inclusion of accessible housing into the 
project. Ms. Johnson-Wright advised that the meeting must be advertised in 
advance and placed on the Miami-Dade County Calendar as a Sunshine Meeting 
and it must be open to the public. 

 
 c) Access Committee (Jose Granda, Chair) 

 
Miami-International Airport (MIA) Issues 
 
MIA Signage 
 

Jose Granda stated that the visual signage at MIA was confusing to passengers as 
the terminal signage did not match. The inside terminal signage displays letters 
and outside the terminal displays numbers. Damian Gregory said clearer signage 
and an increase in the number of signs displayed are needed in MIA terminals in 
order to locate family restrooms.  
 
MIA Seating  
 

Damian Gregory stated that at MIA, American Airlines (AA) Concourse there is no 
seating located at the security clearance area. Rena Caseas, Operations 
Supervisor, MIA agreed that seating is limited at the concourse with the 
concentration of seating located near the gates. Monica Beltran, Division Director, 
Landside Operations/ADA Coordinator, MIA is currently reviewing this issue.  
 
 
Jose Granda advised CODI about a cruise scheduled for the week of October 25, 
2014. At that time approximately 3,000 deaf individuals are planning to arrive in 
Miami for the voyage.  

 
 

 
 

2. Election Department Polling Places & Restroom Availability Follow-up – 
(Chairman Ernie Martinez) 

 
A discussion ensued regarding a meeting at University of Miami concerning lack of 
restroom accessible at polling stations during elections. Chairman Martinez said a 
representative from the Elections Department advised that Miami-Dade County 
provides polling facilities; however, this does not include the availability of 
restrooms at all these facilities. 
 
Chairman Martinez said a dialogue must continue with the Elections Department to 
resolve this issue. He also recommended the use of a numbering system to 
expedite the lineup process for the Disability Community. Ron Fulton suggested 
CODI forward a letter of recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners 
(BCC) and the Elections Department regarding the use of portable bathrooms as a 
viable solution to this problem.                      
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright stated that at some polling facilities they have an agreement 
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 with the County and the use of restrooms is not part of this agreement.  
Additionally, the law limits the areas voters can access in Miami-Dade Public 
Schools as an unintended consequence of the “Jessica Lunsford Act”. In addition, 
some facilities have accessible restrooms but they do not want large numbers of 
the public accessing them.  She stated that the US Department of Justice’s (DOJ) 
has a guide which does not include this as a requirement as part of the voting 
experience. She added that a library is the only type of facility that requires the 
availability of accessible bathrooms.  The issue of a priority line being created for 
People with Disabilities was raised.  
          
Damian Gregory said that in the 2012 Election the main issue was the extremely 
lines in Florida, particularly at early voting sites. He advised CODI that they must 
prepare for the upcoming election and the Election Department policy must be 
clarified.  He added that voting by mail should not be the only way to vote as being 
in the voting line often adds to the experience of voting. Additionally, there should 
be a designated poll worker to assist People with Disabilities to expedite the 
process. 
 
Chairman Martinez requested that the MIA, ADA meeting be placed on the County 
Calendar. 
 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at  4:01 p.m. 

Next CODI 
Meeting: The next CODI meeting will be May 28, 2014 


