
 
 

Miami-Dade County 
 

Commission on Disability Issues (CODI)  
Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)    

111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33128 
   18th Floor, Conference Room 18-4 

 Date:     July 24, 2014                

 Time:  9:00am – 11:00 am 

 Call to Order Time:     10:10 a.m. est. 

 Meeting Adjourned:     12:20 p.m. est.      

I.  
 

Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed  

 District 1  
Commissioner Jordan  

Damian Gregory 
1st Vice Chair, Employment Committee Chair 

ABSENT 
 

 District 2  
Commissioner Monestime 

Jackson David  
Housing Committee Chair    

ABSENT 

 District 3  
Commissioner Edmonson  

Jose Granda   
Access Committee Chair 

Present 

 District 4  
Commissioner Heyman 

Earl Oaks  
Housing Committee Chair 

ABSENT 

 District 5  
Commissioner Barreiro  

Jose (Ernie) Martinez  
CODI Chairman  

Present 

 District 6  
Commissioner Sosa 

Pedro Rodriguez 
 

ABSENT 

 District 7  
Commissioner Suarez  

Harry Horgan  
Outreach/Education Chair 

Present Via 
Webcast  

 District 8  
Commissioner Bell 

Jesus Garcia  
CODI Secretary and Transportation Committee Chair 

ABSENT 

 District 9  
Commissioner Moss 

Ronald Fulton 
2nd Vice Chair 

ABSENT 

 District 10  
Commissioner Souto  

Vacant Appointment  

 District 11  
Commissioner Zapata 

Vacant Appointment  

 District 12  
Commissioner Diaz 

Marilyn Larrieu   
Housing Committee Co-Chair 

Present 

  District 13  
Commissioner Bovo 

Alan Rigerman Present 

 Miami-Dade County Staff 
Present 
 

Heidi Johnson-Wright  
ISD, ADA Coordinator 
 

Present 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Speakers: 
 

Skarlex Alorda 
ISD, ADA Office Support Specialist II 
 
Michelle Molina 
ISD, ADA Office Student Intern 
 

 
Dr. Jose A. Vicente, ED. D., 
Wolfson Campus President 
 
Alberto Carvalho 
Superintendent, M-DCPS 
 
Raquel Regalado 
School Board Member, M-DCPS 
 
Matt Haggman 
Program Director, Knight Foundation 
 
Xavier Gonzalez 
Director, Emerge America 
 

Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Present 

II.  Open 
Comments 

 Welcome: Dr. Jose A. Vicente, ED. D., Miami-Dade County Wolfson 
Campus President 
 
Dr. Vicente welcomes all guest, students, faculty and staff.  
 

  The Miami-Dade County Commission on Disability Issues held its July meeting 
on Thursday, July 24, 2014 from 9-11a.m. at: Miami-Dade College, Wolfson 
Campus, Chapman Conference Center, 300 NE 2nd Ave., Bldg. 3, 2nd Floor, 
Room # 3210, Miami. 
 
Rather than a standard monthly meeting, this was a Celebration of the passage of 
the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) of 1990. The schedule was as follows: 
Registration, Resource Table and Food: 9am-10am and Panel Discussion: 10am-
11am. 
 

 Information  
Items 

Importance of Community: CODI Chairman Ernie Martinez 
 
Chairman Martinez stated that the purpose of CODI is to enable citizens in 
government to work together to make Miami-Dade County a place for people 
with disabilities where they can fulfill their greatest potential for independence 
and achievement. Chairman Martinez said the themes for this year are: 
Technology, Education, Recreation, Communication and Community. These 
are keys for people with disabilities to achieve independence and freedom in 
their lives.  
 

  Importance of Education, Part One: Raquel Regalado, School Board 
Member, M-DCPS 
 
As a parent of a disabled child, Ms. Regalado said that becoming an advocate 
is normal. Celebrating the 24th ADA anniversary is a constant reminder of not 



only disabilities but the abilities that are shown. Ms. Regalado mentioned how 
proud she is regarding programs such as Culinary Arts at MDC for the 
disabled. Ms. Regalado said technology can assist our children in education 
provide them with therapy and resources they might otherwise not have access 
to. Accountability should not only be desired but required. Educating most 
recent arrivals on the ADA is important. Being involved in the learning process 
is fundamental to the disabled individual.  
 

  Importance of Education, Part Two:  Alberto Carvalho, Superintendent, M-
DC Public Schools 
 
Superintendent Carvalho stated that the foundation for the public school system 
is that hope and opportunity are built into schools. These were ignored in the 
past, but now are a constitutional right. Student achievement makes no 
difference in language, race, etc. The opportunity is to show the able-bodied 
community that adaptability may be challenging, but it is doable. Superintendent 
Carvalho said that MDC Schools are committed to universal design for school 
facilities. 

  Importance of Communication:  Matt Haggman, Program Director, Knight 
Foundation 
 
Mr. Haggman stated it is the mission of the Knight Foundation to transform 
information to foster the arts, build communities and promote innovation. This 
mission falls on the community because healthy communities have to act and 
engage in innovations. Mr. Haggman quoted Alberto Baldwin the CEO of Knight 
Foundation, who said “nearly all great transformation initiatives have five 
elements: discovery, vision, courage, know-how, and tenacity.”   

  Importance of Technology:  Xavier Gonzalez, Director, eMerge America 
 
Mr. Gonzalez stated that technology is very close to being able to not only 
predict but change the future. Access to information is transforming Miami as a 
center for global technology. It’s a terribly wonderful and powerful thing. 
Technology and advancement of mobility advancement is expanding the 
disabled community’s horizons.  
 

  There was a video presentation by new Digital program, one of the special 
programs from MDC Access. Its mission is to aid in development of the 
technical skills of postsecondary education students. The program offers 
universal access features and an open lab tailored to student needs. Students 
learn the basics of photography, film, production and graphic design. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Webcast on The Impossible Dream- Harry Horgan President of Shake-a-
leg Miami and Crew 
 
“Everything is possible.” These were words from a paraplegic with a dream. 
This dream created a movement. The success of this project goes on. It’s 
really a place where people with disabilities can come together with their 
families and recreate equally. A second pioneer by the name of Henry Flagler 
created access to the railroad in Miami and South Florida. We are looking to 
engage people and share our strength, making people aware that everything is 
possible. Being on board on this sailboat for the disabled individuals is an 



 

 
 
 
 

inspiration. While disabled individuals face challenges in pursuing their 
American dream, here in Miami they have a great support system which Mr. 
Horgan is very proud to be part of. 
 

 Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

 Next CODI 
Meeting: The next CODI meeting will be  September 17th , 2014 

   


