
 

 

 
 

Miami-Dade County 
 

Commission on Disability Issues (CODI)  
Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)    

111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33128 
   18th Floor, Conference Room 18-4 

 
 
 

 Date:    Wednesday, November 19, 2014               

 Time:  1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 Call to Order Time:     1:40 p.m.

 Meeting Adjourned:    3:15 p.m.     

I.  
Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed  
Chairman Gregory emphasized the need for CODI members to inform the ADA Office whether they will 
attend meetings as soon as they receive meeting notices via email. 
 

 District 1  
Commissioner Jordan  

Damian Gregory
CODI Chairman, Employment Committee Chair 

Present

 District 2  
Commissioner Monestime 

Jackson David
Housing Committee Chair    

Excused Absence

 District 3  
Commissioner Edmonson  

Jose Granda  
Access Committee Chair 

Present

 District 4  
Commissioner Heyman 

Earl Oaks
 

Present

 District 5  
Commissioner Barreiro  

Ernie Martinez Present

 District 6  
Commissioner Sosa 

Vacant Appointment  

 District 7  
Commissioner Suarez  

Harry Horgan
1st Vice Chair & Outreach/Education Chair 

Present

 District 8  
Commissioner Levine Cava 

Jesus Garcia
2nd Vice Chair & Transportation Committee Chair 

Excused Absence

 District 9  
Commissioner Moss 

Ronald Fulton
CODI Secretary 

Present

 District 10  
Commissioner Souto  

Vacant Appointment  

 District 11  
Commissioner Zapata 

Maria Orfila
 

Excused Absence

 District 12  
Commissioner Diaz 

Marilyn Larrieu  
Housing Committee Co-Chair 

Excused Absence
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  District 13  
Commissioner Bovo 

Alan Rigerman
 
 

Present

 Miami-Dade County Staff 
Present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heidi Johnson-Wright, ISD
ADA Coordinator 
 
Skarlex Alorda, ISD 
ADA Office Support Specialist II 
& Recording Secretary 
 
Shanika Graves, CAO 
Assistant County Attorney 
 
Julio Martinez, PWWM 
ADA Coordinator 
 
Marcos Ortega, MDT 
ADA Coordinator 
 
Fernando Marquez, PROS 
Architect 4 
 
Lucy Binhack, PROS 
Disability Service Manager 
 
Deidre Gilbert, CAHSD 
Disabled Services Specialist 
 
Jonathan Desvergunat, PROS 
PFM4 
 
Ricardo Fernandez, MDAD  
Landside Operations Supervisor 
 

 
 
 

II. Approval of  
Agenda 

Chairman Gregory requested a motion to approve today’s agenda. Alan Rigerman made the 
motion to approve, which was seconded by Harry Horgan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

III. Approval of 
CODI Minutes 

Chairman Gregory requested a motion to approve the October 16, 2014 CODI Monthly meeting 
minutes. Motion made by Harry Horgan and seconded by Alan Rigerman.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

IV. Old Business Effective Communications
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright said the ADA Office received a letter from Mr. Granda (which she read 
aloud) stating that Mr. Granda would like to correct the votes he cast in the October 2014 CODI 
officer election. Because CODI members were speaking out of turn, he was mistaken about the 
votes he cast for the positions. Mr. Granda’s letter stated that he also sometimes had difficulty 
following the ASL interpreters due to the general conduct and speaking out of turn of CODI 
members at meetings.  
 
Alan Rigerman stated that he discussed this topic with Commissioner Bovo, the Mayor and the 
Chair of the Miami-Dade Commission. He has concerns communications in violation of the 
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Sunshine Law. He is sending a letter to the Ethics Commission.
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright stated one of the obligations of the ADA Office – in its provision of 
administrative support to CODI -- is to ensure effective communications. This includes providing 
ASL interpreters and documents in accessible format, as well as the physical arrangement of 
conference rooms. 
  
Mr. Rigerman asked Ms. Johnson-Wright to speak louder. He expressed concerns about CODI 
members speaking with permission of the chairman and waiting to speak through the chair.  
 
Chairman Gregory said he was concerned about Mr. Granda’s issues and wanted to address 
them. Mr. Granda said that, during the office election, everyone was talking at the same time 
and the voting was conducted too quickly.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright asked Shanika Graves, Assistant County Attorney, to address CODI on the 
procedure for a re-election. Ms. Graves said that Mason’s Rules should be followed as these 
were the rules followed by the BCC. Ms. Graves stated that any CODI member could make a 
motion for reconsideration. If this motion is seconded and is passed, then a motion should be 
made to as to whether there will be a new election for all of the officer positions. After this, 
standard election procedures would be followed. 
 
Harry Horgan said he may have added to the confusion during the September 2014 Nominating 
Committee meeting. Mr. Martinez said that the new election should take place in January 2015, 
consistent with the CODI bylaws. Chairman Gregory said that the issue is whether Mr. Granda 
received effective communication or not which prevented him from voting as he had intended. 
A discussion ensued.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Granda made a motion for reconsideration of the October officer elections.  
Motion second by Harry Horgan. Motion passed 4 to 3. 
 
MOTION: Alan Rigerman made a motion for elections to be held in January 2015 as per the by-
laws. Motion seconded by Harry Horgan. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chairman Gregory stated that the re-election will be held at the next CODI monthly meeting on 
January 28, 2015. A discussion ensued regarding the membership of the Nominating Committee 
and when the committee will meet to assemble a slate of nominees.  
 
Chairman Gregory said the members of the Nominating Committee will be: 

 Harry Horgan 
 Alan Rigerman 
 Earl Oaks 
 Ernie Martinez 
 Damian Gregory 

 
Nominating Committee Chairman Horgan stated the committee will meet Wednesday, January 
7, 2015 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE (HEIDI JOHNSON-WRIGHT ADA COORDINATOR) 
 
Ms. Alorda passed out a copy of CODI’S by-laws. Ms. Johnson-Wright read Section 2, Article VI 
aloud into the record: 
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BY-LAWS of the Miami-Dade County Commissions On Disability Issues, Section 2 Article VI, 
Elections and Terms of Office: 
 
Officers shall be elected at the January meeting of the Commission. A slate of nominations shall 
be present by the Nominating committee at the December meeting. The Chairperson shall 
appoint a Nominating Committee at the November meeting. The election shall assume their 
duties immediately after the elections are over. He Chairperson shall, as long as he or she 
remains a member in good standing, serve for a period not to exceed two years, unless re-
elected. Each other officer, as long as he or she remains a member in good standing, shall serve 
for a period not to exceed two years, unless re-elected.  
 
Elections shall be held by the Chairperson opening the floor for nominations, starting with the 
office of the Chairperson. Voting shall be by other means than a secret ballot. Proxy votes shall 
not be accepted. 
 
Elections shall be by the majority vote of the members of the Commissions present and voting. In 
the event that there is no majority vote for an office, then the two candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes shall go through a rerun election. 
 
Ms. Graves advised that, according to the by-laws, the Nominating Committee is to meet in 
December. Chairman Gregory amended the Nominating Committee meeting dates from 
Wednesday, January 7, 2015 to Wednesday, December 10, 2014 at 1:30pm. In addition, asked 
Mr. Horgan if the meeting could be kept to an hour in length. Mr. Horgan agreed.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Barrier Removal Plan/Haulover Beach Project (Fernando Marquez & Lucy Binhack) 
 
Miami-Dade PROS Transition Plan was originally drafted in 1990 when $20 million in needed 
ADA upgrades were identified. In 2009, the plan was revised and the cost of the amount of 
remaining upgrades was estimated at $14 million. An accessibility panel was assembled and five 
goals were identified: 
 Goal 1: Bring four geographically distributed pools to 100 percent ADA compliance. 
 Goal 2: Bring the parking and path of travel in the top 10 pools to 100 percent compliance. 

Barrier removal for restrooms and park offices will be in the permitting stage in December 
2014. 

 Goal 3: Bring Haulover to 100 percent compliance. The accessible parking at the south and 
central area by the blue life guard building has been completed. The restrooms and the 
northern tunnel are still being addressed. The boardwalk is in construction and should be 
completed next week. 

 Goal 4: Address ADA Complaints.  
 Goal 5: Whenever possible, include ADA components in funded capital projects. 

  
Mr. Marquez said PROS will hold another meeting on its transition plan. He will bring the 
second part of the plan to CODI in January for input.  
 

V. New 
Business 

SUNSET REVIEW 2015 (Ms. Johnson-Wright, MDC, ADA Coordinator) CODI Achievements 
 
Chairman Gregory recessed for five minutes while Ms. Alorda retrieved a portion of CODI’s 
Sunset Review package.  Ms. Johnson-Wright read the following into the record: 
 
What are the Board’s major accomplishments? CODI planned and held an ADA anniversary 
celebration event.  
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Last 24 months: CODI provided input on:
 The new Miami Science Museum 
 Elections: how to best accommodate people with disabilities to facilitate access to 

polling sites and the voting process 
 The Paratransit transition plan and the new Transportation America Call Center 
 Metrorail and bus service issues 
 Transit Development Plan - MDT10Ahead 
 MDT’s Use of Transportation Disadvantaged Funds 
 PHCD policy for placing people with disabilities in accessible housing units 
 Disabled Housing Set-Asides 
 Effective communications issues for deaf arrestees/inmates in correctional facilities 
 PROs Haulover Beach access project 
 STS Vehicle Pick Up and Drop Off Locations (Marlins Park and Sun Life Stadium) 
 Paratransit service issues 
 Barrier removal and sign placement at the Miami International Airport 
 Placement of people with disabilities at homeless shelters funded by the County 
 Accessible Parking at JMH and Public Health Trust 
 Accessible Parking at MIA and Port Miami 
 Rental vehicles at MIA 
 Access/Safety Issues in Crosswalks and Highways 
 Emergency Preparedness 

 
MOTION: Alan Rigerman made the motion to accept the Sunset Review Report, which was 
seconded by Harry Horgan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI. Announcements Housekeeping Items:
 Chairman Gregory said that the Office of the Chair of the BCC will recognize the 

contributions of Ann Kimble at the December 2014 or January 2015 BCC meeting. 
 

Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

Next CODI 
Meeting: The next CODI meeting will be held January 28, 2015. 


