
 
 

 
Commission on Disability Issues (CODI) 

Minutes Memorandum  
Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)    

111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33128 
   18th Floor, Conference Room 18-4 

 
 
 

 Date:    Wednesday, February 25, 2015                

 Time:  1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Call to Order Time:     1:46 p.m. 

 Meeting Adjourned:    3:45 p.m.       

I.  Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed. 

 District 1  
Commissioner Jordan  

Damian Gregory 
1st Vice Chair 

Present 

 District 2  
Commissioner Monestime 

Jackson David  
 

Excused Absence 

 District 3  
Commissioner Edmonson  

Jose Granda   
Access Committee Chair 

Present 

 District 4  
Commissioner Heyman 

Jesus Garcia  
2nd Vice Chair & Transportation Committee Chair 

Present 

 District 5  
Commissioner Barreiro  

Ernie Martinez  
CODI Chairman 

Present 

 District 6  
Commissioner Sosa 

PENDING APPOINTMENT  

 District 7  
Commissioner Suarez  

Harry Horgan  
Outreach Committee Chair 

Present 

 District 8  
Commissioner Levine Cava 

Elizabeth Merkling Arrived at 2:43 
 

 District 9  
Commissioner Moss 

Ronald Fulton 
CODI Secretary 

Present Via 
Conference Call 

 District 10  
Commissioner Souto  

PENDING APPOINTMENT  

 District 11  
Commissioner Zapata 

PENDING APPOINTMENT 
 

 

 District 12  
Commissioner Diaz 

PENDING APPOINTMENT  

  District 13  
Commissioner Bovo 

Alan Rigerman 
 
 

Present 
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 Miami-Dade County Staff 
Present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of Public: 

Heidi Johnson-Wright, MDC, ISD 
ADA Coordinator 
 
Skarlex Alorda, ISD 
ADA Office Support Specialist II & Recording Secretary 
 
Shanika Graves, CAO 
Assistant County Attorney 
 
Marcos Ortega, MDT, Transit 
ADA Officer 
 
Rosie Leslie, MIA, Aviation, Administrative Secretary 
 
Rick Fernandez, MIA, Aviation, Landside Operations 
Supervisor 
 
Barbara Carlo, MIA, ADA Coordinator & Director of 
Landside Operations 
 
Anthony Barcena, MIA, ADA Coordinator, Special 
Projects Administrator 
 
Belinda Phillips, MDC, PROS-PDS,  
Recreation Therapist II 
 
Luis Gonzalez, MDC, Seaport, Senior Human Resource 
Manager 
 
Deidre Gilbert, MDC, DSAIL (CASHD) 
Disabled Services Specialist 
 
Joyce Muñoz, FIU 
Student 
 
Maria Mercedes Villar 
 
Ora Prilleltensky 
 

 
 
 

II.  Approval of  
Agenda 

Chairman Ernie Martinez requested a motion to approve today’s agenda. Alan 
Rigerman made the motion to approve; seconded by Jose Granda.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

III.  Approval of 
CODI 
Minutes 

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to approve the January 28, 2014 CODI 
monthly meeting minutes. Motion made by Harry Horgan; seconded by Alan 
Rigerman.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

IV.  Open 
Comments 

Jose Granda announced that, on 3/10/15, Florida Association of the Deaf will be 
going to Tallahassee. This trip concerns the certification of quality interpreters to 
ensure effective communication.  
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Damian Gregory suggested that CODI members participate. Mr. Granda advised 
contacting Lissette Milena of FAD to obtain information. She can be reached at 
the email address on FAD’s website: WWW.fadcentral.org  
 
Ora Prilleltensky said how frustrating it was for her to attend the CODI meeting 
today. Her Transit card was not working properly. She was confused and 
overwhelmed.  Also, she was told not to get off the Metrorail train because the 
elevator was out of service. These are issues that people with disabilities face on 
a daily basis.  
 

V.  Information 
Item: 
 

Chairman Martinez asked Ms. Alorda to read aloud Miami-Dade County 
Ordinance, Sec. 2-11.39 regarding board attendance. Chairman Martinez asked 
Shanika Graves if telephonic presence at a meeting is considered meeting 
attendance as per the ordinance. Ms. Graves said only physical attendance 
counts.  
 
Ms. Graves and Ms. Johnson-Wright agreed that clarification on these sorts of 
issues could be provided by amending CODI by-laws. Ms. Johnson-Wright 
emphasized, however, that the by-laws must always be consistent with the 
ordinance and the ordinance always prevails. A discussion ensued.  
 
Chairman Martinez asked Ms. Alorda to please read aloud Article VIII of the by-
laws. Ms. Graves concurred with Chairman Martinez that the by-laws apply to 
committee meetings. This means that the attendance requirements in the by-
laws apply to committees as well. 
 
Chairman Martinez said that, when a CODI member wants to investigate or 
raise an issue, the proper thing is to request it be put on a CODI agenda. Ms. 
Johnson-Wright said that that the chairman sets the agenda. The ADA Office 
does not set the agenda but assists the chairman in preparing it. 
 
Mr. Fulton expressed concern that some issues raised at CODI meetings are not 
followed through. Mr. Fulton said he consults with his commissioner’s aides on 
disability matters and they advise him to contact the ADA Office. Mr. Fulton 
mentioned that this is the only way that he has found to be productive for 
addressing issues and concerns.  
 
Ms. Johnson-Wright said it is expected that CODI members will have regular 
communication and an ongoing relationship with their appointing 
commissioners. Also, each CODI member represents his or her district. Issues 
brought to their attention by other residents in their district should be brought 
to CODI at its meetings. A discussion ensued.  
 

http://www.fadcentral.org/
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Mr. Fulton said that ADA Office sets the tone for CODI. Ms. Johnson-Wright 
disagreed with that. CODI itself determines its own priorities and what issues it 
will address. Mr. Fulton wanted to know what is the ADA Office’s role. Ms. 
Johnson-Wright said it’s the same as it’s always been during all of the years Mr. 
Fulton has served on CODI. The ADA Office facilitates and administratively 
supports CODI through such tasks as posting meetings on the County calendar, 
reserving and arranging conference rooms for meetings, taking notes, preparing 
the minutes memoranda, inviting County staff to attend meetings, and many 
other related duties.  
_____________________________________________________________ 
Assignments on Standing Committees 
 
Chairman Martinez announced which CODI members will serve on the Access, 
Outreach and Transportation committees. The Employment and the Housing 
committees’ membership will be addressed at a later date. As more new 
members are added to CODI, they will be assigned to the other committees.   
 
Access Committee: Jose Granda (Chairman), Jackson David, Alan Rigerman and 
Chairman Martinez. 
 
Outreach Committee (formerly “Education & Outreach”): Harry Horgan 
(Chairman), Damian Gregory, and Chairman Martinez. 
 
Transportation and Aviation (formerly “Transportation”) Committee: Jesus 
Garcia (Chairman), Ronald Fulton, Damian Gregory, Elizabeth Merkling and 
Chairman Martinez. (Elizabeth Merkling arrived at 2:43pm and was introduced 
as the new appointee of Dist. 8 Commissioner Levine Cava.) 
 
An ad hoc committee will be established in April to address by-law amendments 
and other procedural matters. Chairman Martinez stated that committees are 
not obligated to meet every month, especially when they do not have specific 
agenda items or items that are not time sensitive. One meeting every three 
months is suggested. 
 
Chairman Martinez asked Ms. Graves about CODI members attending meetings 
of committee on which they are not named as sitting members. Ms. Graves 
stated that, unless a CODI member is a named sitting member on a committee, 
he or she should not vote on committee issues. 
 
Chairman Martinez acknowledged Aviation personnel attending the meeting. 
Barbara Carlo is the new Director of Landside Operations and new ADA 
Coordinator. Anthony Barcena is Special Projects Administrator and also ADA 
Coordinator. Rosie Clayton-Leslie is administrative secretary, and Rick 
Fernandez is Landside Operations Supervisor. 
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Ms. Carlo expressed her gratitude for CODI’s letter supporting the plan to 
create accessible loading zones. Mr. Fulton expressed concern on the timing of 
the letter. A discussion ensued. 
________________________________________________________________ 
County Internship Program 
 
Mr. Gregory is the CODI member most familiar with the former Outreach 
Internship program and had been included on the program’s interview panels. 
The program’s intent was to identify people with disabilities who were ideal 
candidates for permanent, full-time county positions. The program had two 
administrative and two clerical positions.  
  
Ms. Johnson-Wright stated that one of the strengths of the program was that it 
provided one year of salary and benefits. Most of the County’s other internship 
positions are unpaid. This is true for many internships with private employers as 
well. 
 
A discussion ensued. All CODI members agreed that the program should be 
reinstated. If it is, the positions should be paid, not unpaid. Mr. Rigerman 
suggested that CODI members bring this item to their commissioners. Chairman 
Martinez agreed. Mr. Fulton believes interns should be placed at the airport. 
Chairman Martinez said this item will be further addressed by the Employment 
Committee. 
 

  2015 CODI Meeting Calendar: Hiatus for months of August, November and 
December. 
 
It is very important for all CODI board members to attend the March 25, 2015 
meeting because Mr. Robert Thompson will be providing ethics training for 
board members. 

 Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 3:43 p.m. 

 Next CODI 
Meeting: The next CODI meeting will be held March 25, 2015. 


