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Miami-Dade County

Commission on Disability Issues (CODI)

Stephen P. Clark Center (SPCC)

111 N.W. 1% Street, Miami, Florida 33128

18" Floor, Conference Room 18-4

Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2016
Time: 1:30 — 4:00 p.m.

Call to Order Time: 1:43 p.m. est.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:01 p.m. est.

Opening and Attendance: Attendance recorded. Call to Order. Copies of documents were distributed.
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Miami-Dade County Staff Heidi Johnson-Wright

Present

Members of the Public: John Williams

ISD, ADA Coordinator

Skarlex Alorda

ISD, ADA Office Support Specialist Il & Recording
Secretary

Shanika Graves, CAO, Assistant County Attorney

Terry Murphy, Office of the BCC Chair,
Senior Policy Advisor

Raul Rios, DTPW, ADA Contact

Lynette Chiverton, DTPW, Paratransit
Ainsley Barberena, DTPW, Paratransit
Gisel Prado, PROS, Recreation Therapist
Marcos Ortega, DTPW, ADA Coordinator

Elizabeth Rockwell, MPO, Public Involvement
Manager

Robert Villar, DTPW, Assistant Director of Finance

Dr. Fred Haynes

Adam Slosberg

Approval of
Agenda &
Minutes

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to approve today’s agenda and the minutes from
March 23, 2016.

Chairman Martinez requested a motion to amend today’s agenda and approve the minuteg
of March 23, 2016.

Jesus Garcia made the motion and Teri Weinstein seconded. Motion approved.

(At this point in the meeting, the digital recorder stopped
functioning. The following portion of the minutes is comprised of
bulleted summary items.)

Open
Comments

e Ms. Elizabeth Rockwell, MPO, Public Involvement Manager said that
Transportation Disadvantaged business shall be discussed at meetings of the
Local Coordinating Board LCB, which identifies local service needs and provides
information, advice and direction on the coordination of services to be provided to
the transportation disadvantaged through the Florida Coordinated Transportation
System (FCTS).

e Concerns were expressed by CODI board members regarding Chairman
Martinez’s attending the recent BCC meeting without first informing them.
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e Chairman Martinez said that he did introduce himself as the Chair of CODI but
also as a Center for Independent Living (CIL) employee.

Information
Items:

Regulation of Transportation Network Entities (TNE's)

e CODI members are concerned about the County’s regulation of
Transportation Network Entities (TNEsS) and what this will mean for power
chair users.

e The proposed ordinance relating to vehicles for hire, amending Chapter 31,
Article |, Section 77 of the Miami-Dade County Code and creating Article VII
regulating TNEs states:

“Transportation network entities shall provide passengers an opportunity to
indicate whether they require a wheelchair-accessible vehicle. If a TNE
cannot arrange wheelchair-accessible services, it shall direct the passenger
to an alternate provider of wheelchair-accessible services.”

e TNEs contend that they are not covered by the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the federal civil rights law that guarantees people with disabilities the
same rights as everyone else. But the US Department of Justice, in a
Statement of Interest filed in National Federation of the Blind of California v.
Uber, clearly states that TNESs are covered by the ADA.

e Damian Gregory said it's the words “alternate provider” that CODI has an
issue with. The “alternate providers” may not be able to provide service to
power chair users that is equivalent with the service provided to non-disabled
customers.

o Elizabeth Merkling asked said why the disabled community has to accept the
“alternate providers.”

e Mercedes Villar told her fellow CODI members that, when discussing this
issue with their Commissioners, they must specify what CODI wants (in terms
of accessible service) instead of what they do not want.

e Ms. Prilleltensky and Ms. Merkling shared their unpleasant experiences with
wheelchair taxis and said they should be shared with the Commissioners.

e Everyone agreed that being specific and direct with Commissioners was the
best approach.

MOTION: MOTION TO PASS THE DRAFTING AND RESO OF THIS DOCUMENT.
Ms. Villar moved and Ms. Prilleltensky seconded. Motion passes unanimously.

MOTION IS AMMENDED: To submit a draft resolution and a letter to the
Commissioners that TNEs be required to provide power-wheelchair accessible
vehicles rather than referring power wheelchair users to “alternate providers.” CODI is
seeking the opportunity to work with the County to arrive at equitable solutions. Motion
passed unanimously, as amended.

Retreat Discussions and Implementing Ora’s CODI Effectiveness

e Ms. Prilleltensky spoke about her handout regarding CODI effectiveness and
about addressing specifics goals and action plans that should dictate how
CODI spends its time and conducts business.

e A date for the CODI Retreat is yet to be determined.

Discuss Districts 6-13 Goals to Improve: Employment, Housing, and
Transportation




This section will be deferred for the May 25, 2016 CODI monthly meeting.
Districts 6-13 will discuss goals related to employment, housing, and
transportation.

Adjournment | Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.
Next .CO_Dl The next CODI meeting will be May 25, 2016
Meeting:




