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Miami-Dade County Historic Preservation Board 
Minutes of the July 15, 2015 Meeting 

 
Stephen P. Clark Center 

111 NW 1st Street 
Small Business Development, 19th Floor Conference Room 

Miami, FL  33128 
 

Chair Novick stated that one of our Board Members, Ruth Campbell, was running late due to 
a delay in the Metrorail service so hopefully she will be arriving shortly and thanked 
everyone for their patience.  Also, stated that we were going to begin the meeting and take 
some items out of order where we don’t need a quorum.   

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Mitch Novick at 2:25 pm. 
 
Board Members      Staff Members Present 
Gary Appel   Absent 
Ruth Campbell  Absent (was delayed by train) Kathleen Kauffman 
Adriana Cantillo  Present    Sarah Cody 
Richard Cohen  Absent    Helen Rodriguez 
Paul George  Absent     
Mitch S. Novick, Chair Present 
JoEllen Phillips  Present    Eddie Kirtley 
Enid C. Pinkney  Present    Assistant County Attorney 
Ronda Vangates  Present     
Lourdes Solera   Absent   
   

II. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Chair Novick stated that Commissioner Sally Heyman had been publicly chastising the Board 
and him, specifically.  The Daily Business Review printed that there was some transparency 
and conflict issues regarding a property that Chair Novick owned in Bay Harbor Islands, 
dating back in 2006, two years prior to his board service.  Chair Novick stated that 
Commissioner Heyman believed this was somehow a business conflict and she notified the 
Inspector General’s office.  Chair Novick told the Inspector General’s office that he had sold 
the property in 2006. Chair Novick has also written to them about his own concerns and 
ethical issues regarding the commissioner, primarily having to do with testimony that she had 
given at a Surfside Town Council meeting last year. 
 
Chief Kauffman provided an update to the Board about recent decisions by the Board of 
County Commissioners that overturned decisions made by this Board.  
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Chair Novick responded that now this is two properties that have been un-designated on 
appeal…not a good time for historic preservation in Miami-Dade County and as we all know, 
Miami-Dade County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance is a model that the state recognizes 
and urges other municipalities and counties to emulate, so he feels it’s nice that we are having 
additional workshops at the Town of Bay Harbor Islands and feels that education is good.  He 
also suggested that we consider holding a workshop for the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
Chief Kauffman stated that Board member Rick Cohen couldn’t be here today but he had 
asked her to read to you the letter that he wrote to his appointing commissioner the day after 
the designation was overturned for the Bay Harbor Continental.   
 

Dear Commissioner Cava:  As your representative to the County’s Historic Preservation 
Board, I want to express my appreciation for your bold and nearly lone stance last night 
in the vote to reverse the historic designation of Bay Harbor Continental.  This Board, on 
which I have served, voted for the designation in April 2015.  To say the least, this 
reversal demonstrates direct hostility towards the mission of historic preservation, the 
County’s Historic Preservation Board, and historic preservation staff.  There have now 
been two reversals in recent months.  These reversals in my opinion are a very bad move 
and I hope do not become a precedent.  I fear further attempts to unravel years of hard 
work and dedicated effort, and this would be absurd, but I feel that this may not be an 
unrealistic fear.  Watching last night’s proceedings, among other things I found most 
offensive, besides the reversal, was the effort to demonize the historic preservation staff 
and Board.  All decisions made by the Board are made only after careful and compelling 
research is conducted and expressed by the staff and deliberated over by the Board.  This 
Board is made up of volunteers from the community who believe in the role of historic 
preservation and care a great deal about our community.  We receive no compensation or 
financial benefit serving on the board.  (Maybe I get a sticker for the parking garage).  It 
is with the epitome of regret that many influential people feel the opposite of the role of 
historic preservation.  In my involvements I have found, and I believe strongly, that 
preservation and conservation enhance our community’s quality of life.  To be attacked 
for this belief is very regrettable.  This is the most challenging a time I have seen in my 
time on the Historic Preservation Board.  Now more than ever before, the community 
needs sensible politicians like you to support and defend the mission of historic 
preservation.  I hope in the future your colleagues will see differently. We shall see.  I 
also want to express my appreciation to you to what you have to contend with in some of 
these late meetings representing District 8.  I sat in the commission chambers for three 
hours before the issue was even heard.  I went home and followed the rest of the 
proceedings on the live stream.  I am usually asleep by 10:00 pm, but this one kept me up 
all the way through.  Thank you again for my reappointment representing District 8.  My 
goal is to continue to support efforts to preserve our local historic resources and this is 
more than just buildings.  Miami-Dade County has many unique historic features that 
deserve examination and when appropriate, protection and preservation.  
Sincerely,  
Rick Cohen 
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Board members indicated it was a nice letter and wanted copies so they too could send 
something similar to their own commissioners. 
 
Chair Novick indicated we would wait a few more minutes to see if Ruth Campbell 
could get here. The Metrorail was delayed due to the big storm. 
 
Neil Alter, 9801 Collins Avenue, Bal Harbour, FL:  indicated it was nice they had the 
last board meeting in Bay Harbor Islands and thought that contributed to the large 
turnout. 
 
Lynne Mullen, 1135 103rd Street:  Indicated that people were interested in forming a 
coalition to protect historic resources in Bal Harbour, Bay Harbor Islands, and Surfside.  
We all feel very strongly about what you are doing and we commend you on how you are 
doing. She was horrified of the outcome of the Bay Harbor Continental.  Also indicated 
that all the construction was having an adverse effect on emergency vehicles being able 
to get through in a timely fashion. 
 
There was some conversation about the Board member being stuck on Metrorail. 
 
Eddie Kirtley, County Attorney advised the Board that there is a 30 minute rule on 
quorum and it’s been 45 minutes and if we don’t have quorum in another 5 minutes, we 
will have to cancel the meeting for lack of quorum. Also advised that the court reporter 
has another court commitment that she needs to get to.   
 
Chair Novick waited an additional 5 minutes, as advised by the County Attorney, and 
then indicated that we had to adjourn for lack of a quorum.  Extended his apologies to the 
audience, and noted that it was something beyond their control… the disruption to the 
Metrorail system was why our last Board member is not present. 
 
Lynne Mullen stated she was concerned about the vulnerability of the Church by the 
Sea.  Eddie Kirtley indicated that if this is something that the board would have to take 
action on, they cannot do at this time without quorum, so they cannot discuss it right 
now.  
 
A brief discussion was held as to whether to have an August meeting. 
 

III. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Chairman Mitch Novick adjourned the meeting at 2:48 pm. 
 

 
             
Kathleen Kauffman, Historic Preservation Chief   Date 
Office of Historic Preservation 


