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Introduction 
In May 2011, the U.S. Census Bureau released the Profile of General Population and Housing 
Characteristics for the state of Florida, including its counties. This demographic profile provides the most 
detailed data yet from the 2010 Census.   

 

This report provides an analysis of salient variables including age distributions, race/ethnicity, household 
structure, and types of vacant housing units.  The figures for Miami-Dade for 2010 are compared to the 
2000 numbers as well as to the other South Florida counties and to the state of Florida. 

 

 

Age  
The common characteristic regarding age for all three South Florida 
and the state as a whole is that they all exhibit a graying population. 
Median age increased by at least two years in all of these areas.  
Although median age in Miami-Dade increased by 2.6 years during the 
past decade to 38.2 years in 2010, the County still had the lowest 
median age, as was the case in 2000. 

 

 

In order to better understand the dynamics behind this aging trend, it is useful to examine the population 
by age groups. Figure 1 shows how population by age group has changed for all South Florida counties. 
(Table 1 displays the data in numerical form.) There were noteworthy increases in almost all age groups 
45 years and above for all three counties.  A significant exception was the decrease in Broward County of 
over 18 percent for the 75 to 84 year age group category. At the other end of the age spectrum, there were 
declines in segments of the school age population in Miami-Dade County.  In the 5 to 9 and 10 to 14 year 
age groups, there were declines of eight  and five  percent respectively. In Palm Beach County and the 
state, there were no decreases in the school age population, while Broward recorded a decline of over five 
percent in the 5 to 9 year age category. 

 

Population aged 
almost at the 
same pace across 
Florida and South 
Florida counties. 
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Table 4. 

Household Type, 2010 

 
Broward Miami-Dade Palm Beach Florida 

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE 2010 

Change 
2000-
2010  2010 

Change 
2000-
2010 2010 

Change 
2000-
2010 2010 

Change 
2000-
2010 

Total households 686,047 4.8% 867,352 11.7% 544,227 14.8% 7,420,802 17.1% 

Family households (families) 434,488 5.6% 602,911 9.9% 340,709 12.2% 4,835,475 14.8% 
With own children under 18 years 196,246 2.3% 265,522 1.1% 132,531 12.2% 1,932,725 8.6% 
Married-couple family 293,617 -2.7% 380,241 2.5% 251,869 4.7% 3,457,149 8.3% 

With own children under 18 years 125,649 -4.5% 165,530 -5.7% 87,103 4.8% 1,230,374 1.2% 
Female householder,  
no husband present 104,843 28.1% 162,937 21.9% 63,563 38.4% 1,005,042 32.4% 
With own children under 18 years 55,029 16.6% 77,141 9.7% 33,860 26.3% 530,343 21.2% 

Nonfamily households 251,559 3.5% 264,441 15.8% 203,518 19.4% 2,585,327 21.5% 
Householder living alone 197,539 2.0% 204,223 12.8% 163,880 18.4% 2,021,781 19.8% 
Householder 65 years and over 75,963 -6.7% 72,673 9.0% 79,999 15.6% 824,389 16.1% 

Households with individuals under  
18 years 221,320 5.0% 313,235 3.5% 147,894 14.4% 2,209,965 11.2% 

Households with individuals 65 
years and over 189,618 0.4% 256,913 18.8% 201,595 12.9% 2,327,682 19.8% 

   Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 and Census 2010, Demographic Profiles, Miami-Dade Department of Planning and Zoning, Research Section, June 2011. 

 

Over the past decade, there has been an 11.7 percent increase in the number of households in Miami-Dade.  

All household types, except for one, registered an increase for this period.  Married couple families, with 

children under 18 year, actually declined in numbers by 5.7 percent. (See Table 3.)  Broward County also 

exhibited a similar decline, while Palm Beach and the State registered modest increases. 

 

The household category that grew the most rapidly in Miami-Dade was female householders, with no 

husband present.  Their numbers grew by 21.9 percent or 21,000 households.  This represented a lower rate 

of increase than in the other South Florida counties or the State.  It is noteworthy that those female 

householders with children grew more slowly than for the overall category that includes all female 

householders.  Finally, nonfamily households in Miami-Dade grew more rapidly, at 15.8 percent, than 

households overall.  This was below the respective rates for Palm Beach County and the State and above that 

for Broward. 

 

Figure 4.  Household Structure by Area, 2010 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 and Census 2010, Demographic Profiles, Miami-Dade Department of Planning and Zoning, Research Section, June 2011. 
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Average Household Size 

One factor for which there is a marked difference between Miami-Dade and other parts of the State is 

average household size, a measurement of the  number of persons per occupied housing unit,  This was the 

case in 2000 as we as in 2010. (See Figure 5).  Average household size in Miami-Dade remained virtually 

unchanged from a figure of 2.84 in 2ooo to 2.83 in 2010.  The 2000 figure for the County was considerably 

higher than the 2.46 average household size for the State. This is seen clearly in the figure below that shows 

that both Broward and Palm Beach were even lower.  

 

Figure 5. Average Household Size, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 2010 there were 0.35 more persons per household in Miami-Dade than in the State. (See Table 5) Given 

this difference of 14 percent some explanation is called for. This appears to lie with the much higher 

concentration of immigrant population found in Miami-Dade.  While the current Census dataset does not 

include information on immigrant population, it can be inferred from the heavy concentration of Hispanic 

residents in Miami-Dade that this is, in fact, the case.  In 2010, 65 percent of the residents indicated that they 

were of Hispanic origin, whereas this number falls dramatically to 22.5 percent in the State. 

 

 

 

 

Table 5. 

Average Household Size 

 
2000 2010 

Broward 2.45 2.52 

Miami-Dade 2.84 2.83 

Palm Beach 2.34 2.39 

Florida 2.46 2.48 
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Housing 
 

Housing Status 

During the past decade there was a large increase in housing units in Miami-Dade County and throughout 
the State. In Miami-Dade housing units increased by 16.1 percent, while for the State this figure was even 
higher at 23.1 percent.  This rapid increase led to significant changes in housing status. Overall vacancy rates 
markedly increased from a rate of 8.8 percent in 2000 to 12.3 percent in 2010, while in the State the 
corresponding figures were 15.2 and 17.5 percent.  

 

In 2010, Broward and Palm Beach counties both had vacancy rates above that for Miami-Dade.  Palm Beach 
with a vacancy rate of 18.1 in 2010 exceeded that for the State. These large differences can be understood by 
examining the different types of vacancy.  

 

 

Table 6.  

Housing Status, 2010  

  Broward Miami-Dade Palm Beach Florida 

  Number 

Change 
2000-
2010 Number 

Change 
2000-
2010 Number 

Change 
2000-
2010 Number 

Change 
2000-
2010 

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS 
   

810,388  9.4% 
   

989,435  16.1% 
   

664,594  19.4% 
   

8,989,580  23.1% 

Occupied housing units 
   

686,047  4.8% 
   

867,352  11.7% 
   

544,227  14.8%  7 ,420,802  17.1% 

Occupied housing units (percent) 84.7% 
 

87.7% 
 

81.9% 
 

82.5% 
 

Vacant Housing Units    124,341  43.6%  122,083  61.7%    120,367  46.3%    1,568,778  62.6% 

Vacant housing units (percent) 15.3%  12.3%  18.1%  17.5% 

For rent      27,753  100.5%     37,848  84.6%    21,961  92.4%       371,626  90.1% 

For sale only     15,687  22.0%     16,156  47.1%  13,645  78.0%       198,232  77.9% 

Rented or sold, not occupied    3,725  -28.0%       5,311  -3.9%       3,438  -23.5%         47,349  -16.1% 
 

For seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use 

   55,092  10.5%  38,302  22.3%     60,183  9.0%       657,070  27.7% 

All other vacant units 22,084  355.3%    4,466  241.5%     21,140  505.6%       294,501  238.7% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 and Census 2010, Demographic Profiles, Miami-Dade Department of Planning and Zoning, Research Section, June 
2011. 
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Stephen P. Clark, Suite 1220 

111 NW 1st Street 
Miami, Florida 33128-1972 
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http://www.miamidade.gov/planzone/planning_research.asp 

 




