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DDDaaatttaaa   FFFlllaaassshhh   
 ADDRESSING THE INFORMATIONAL NEEDS OF THE MIAMI-DADE COMMUNITY 

2011 American Community Survey 
On September 20, 2012 the U.S. Census Bureau released the 2011 one-year estimates of the American Community Survey. The 

one-year estimates are released for geographies with more than 65,000 persons. For Miami-Dade County, this means that we have 

new numbers at the countywide level as well as for the City of Miami, Hialeah, Miami Gardens and Miami Beach.  

 In this report we focus on the countywide numbers and will 

provide a composite picture of Miami-Dade County 

focusing on some key demographic, social, economic, and 

housing variables. It offers a comparison to the Census 

2000 data, as well as to Florida and the U.S. 

 

The data indicate that the Hispanic population in Miami-

Dade has reached 64.5 percent. This figure is noticeably 

higher than the 57.3 percent figure in 2000. 

Correspondingly, the share of non-Hispanic White and 

non-Hispanic Black populations decreased. Today these 

racial groups account for 16 and 17.1 percent of the total 

population.  

Compared to the nation, Miami-Dade has a higher 

percentage of persons in the 18 year old and over age 

range. This results in a higher median age in the County at 

38.6 years versus 37.3 years for the nation. Overall the 

median age in Miami-Dade increased from the 35.9 figure 

in 2000. 
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Income and Poverty 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. ACS 211 One-Year Estimates.  
 

Educational attainment in the County has markedly 

improved since 2000. This is a result of the large decrease 

in the percent of persons that had less than a high school 

diploma, and a sizeable increase in the number of college 

graduates. The improvement in the percent of persons with 

a Bachelor’s degree and above has brought Miami-Dade 

into parity with the state in this regard.  
 

Median household income is significantly lower in Miami-

Dade than in the state and nation. This income measure in 

the County has decreased by 13.6 percent, in inflation 

adjusted terms, from the 2000 level.  

 

 
 

 

As would be expected the poverty rate in Miami-Dade, at 20.9 

percent, is significantly higher than that for the state and the 

nation. It has increased since 2000 when it stood at 18.0 percent.  
 

The final characteristic that will be examined is housing tenure. 

In Miami-Dade, 56.1 percent of housing units are owner-

occupied, while, the remainder or 43.9 percent are renter-

occupied. These figures show a small increase in renter 

occupied units since 2000.  
 

In future reports we will revisit this newly released American 

Community Survey data and analyze in more depth aspects 

related to income, poverty and housing costs. 
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Table 1.  

Comparison of Selected Variables, 

Miami-Dade County, and United States, 

Decennial Census 2000, and ACS 2011 One-Year Estimates  

 

 

 

Variables 

Miami-Dade  Florida United States 

Census 2000 ACS 2011 Census 2000 ACS 2011 Census 2000 ACS 2011 

Total Population 2,253,362 2,554,766 15,982,378 19,057,542 281,421,906 311,591,919 

Age (Percent of total population) 

          

Under 5 years 6.5% 5.9% 5.9% 5.6% 6.8% 6.4% 

5 to 17 years 18.3% 15.5% 16.9% 15.4% 18.9% 17.3% 

18 to 64 years 61.8% 64.3% 59.6% 61.4% 61.9% 63.0% 

65 plus years 13.3% 14.3% 17.6% 17.6% 12.4% 13.3% 

Households 776,774 818,297 6,337,929 7,106,283 105,480,101 114,991,725 

Race / Ethnicity     

  

    

Hispanic or Latino of any race 1,291,737 1,648,630 2,682,715 4,355,051 35,305,818 51,939,916 

Percent of total population 57.3% 64.5% 16.8% 22.9% 12.5% 16.7% 

Not Hispanic or Latino 961,625 906,136 13,299,663 17,702,491 246,116,088 259,652,003 

White  20.7% 16.0% 65.4% 57.3% 69.1% 63.3% 

Black 18.8% 17.1% 14.0% 15.3% 12.0% 12.2% 

Other 3.2% 2.4% 3.8% 4.5% 6.4% 7.8% 

Educational Attainment  

(Percent of Population 25 and over) 

    

  

    

Less than high school diploma 32.1% 22.1% 20.1% 14.1% 19.6% 14.1% 

High school graduate, GED, or 

equivalent 22.3% 28.4% 28.6% 30.4% 28.6% 28.4% 

Some college or Associate Degree 23.9% 24.0% 27.4% 29.7% 27.4% 29.0% 

Bachelor's degree 12.3% 16.2% 15.5% 16.5% 15.5% 17.9% 

Graduate or Professional School Degree 9.3% 9.4% 8.9% 9.3% 8.9% 10.6% 

Median Household Income $35,966  $40,552  $38,819  $44,299  $41,994  $50,502  

(In 2000-dollar terms) $35,966  $31,044  $38,819  $33,913  $41,994  $38,661  

Persons in Poverty (Percent of 

population with income below poverty 

level) 18.0% 20.9% 12.5% 17.0% 12.4% 15.9% 

Labor Force (Population 16 Years and over)         

   

  

  Unemployed (Percent) 8.7% 12.6% 5.5% 12.4% 5.7% 10.3% 

Total Housing Units 852,278 990,579 7,302,947 9,027,271 115,904,641 132,316,248 

Vacancy rate (Percent)  8.9% 17.4% 13.2% 21.3% 9.0% 13.1% 

Occupied Housing Units 776,774 818,297 6,337,929 7,106,283 105,480,101 114,991,725 

Owner-occupied (Percent) 57.8% 56.1% 70.1% 66.7% 66.2% 64.6% 

Median selected monthly owner 

costs with a mortgage (dollars) $1,206  $1,706  $1,004  $1,470  $1,088  $1,486  

Renter-occupied (Percent) 42.2% 43.9% 29.9% 33.3% 33.8% 35.4% 

Median gross rent (dollars) $647  $1,040  $641  $949  $602  $871  

   

  

   

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Decennial Census 2000, Summary File 3 and American Community Survey 2011 One-Year Estimates.  
 


