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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION ELEMENT  

 

 

Introduction  
 
 

The purpose of the Intergovernmental Coordination Element is 1) to identify and resolve 

incompatibilities between Miami-Dade County's comprehensive planning and growth 

management processes and those of other governmental entities within the County's area of 

concern, and 2) to review existing, and propose improved coordination of, processes for 

comprehensive planning and growth management between Miami-Dade County, local 

governmental entities within its area of concern, and regional, State and federal agencies.  The 

local governmental entities within Miami-Dade County's area of concern are defined by Florida 

Administrative Code Section 9J-5.015(1), as the thirty-five municipalities within Miami-Dade 

(See Figure 1), the three adjacent counties and the adjacent municipalities within these counties 

listed on Table 1.  The major regional, State and federal entities with which Miami-Dade County 

must coordinate its planning and growth management are listed on Table 2. 

 

Intergovernmental coordination has been and remains a hallmark of Miami-Dade County 

government.  Concern over the ability of the fragmented local governments to effectively plan 

and manage the emerging Greater Miami metropolis was the impetus for the establishment of the 

two-tier -- areawide and local -- approach to government in 1957.  Even though the County 

encompassed relatively few local governmental entities at that time (one quarter of the 120-unit 

average for metropolitan areas of similar size), the "streamlining" of governance was a primary 

objective of the voters in establishing the metropolitan government.  No net change occurred 

between 1957 and 1995 in the number of municipalities.  This is a remarkable record in view of 

the County's nearly tripled population and more than doubled area of development.  Since 1995, 

nine additional areas have been incorporated.  Miami-Dade has made significant strides in 

governmental coordination in two other ways.  Masked by the relative stability in number of 

local government units is the dramatic metropolitanization of responsibilities that have taken 

place in such services as water supply and distribution, sewage collection and disposal, solid 

waste disposal, fire protection, libraries and transportation, all of which has greatly facilitated 

intergovernmental coordination.  In addition, Miami-Dade County government has structured 

many of its administrative and operating units, such as the Development Impact Committee, the 

Department of Environmental Resources Management and the Miami-Dade County Housing 

Agency, to facilitate coordination with their regional, State and federal counterparts. 

 
(Note:  Introduction was last updated in 2007.  Currently several areas are seeking to incorporate.) 
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