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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT  
 

Introduction  
 

 

The purpose of the transportation element is to plan for an integrated multimodal transportation 

system providing for the circulation of motorized and non-motorized traffic in Miami-Dade 

County.  The element provides a comprehensive approach to transportation system needs by 

addressing all modes of transportation - traffic circulation, mass transit, aviation and ports. 

 

The Transportation Element is divided into five subelements.  The Traffic Circulation 

Subelement addresses the needs of automobile traffic, bicyclists and pedestrians.  The Mass 

Transit Subelement addresses the need to continue to promote and expand the public 

transportation system to increase its role as a major component in the County's overall 

transportation system. The Aviation Subelement addresses the need for continued expansion, 

development and redevelopment of the County's aviation facilities; and the Port of Miami River 

and Port of Miami Master Plan Subelements continue to promote maritime business and 

traditional maritime related shoreline uses on the Miami River, and the expansion needs of the 

Port of Miami. 

 
The Adopted Components for each of the five subelements separately contain: 1) goals, 

objectives and policies; 2) monitoring measures; and 3) maps of planned future facilities.  The 

functional subelements are preceded by an overarching goal, objectives and policies that express 

the County's intent to encourage multi-modalism and consistency between its land use and 

transportation policies. 

 

The Miami-Dade Transportation Plan to the Year 2030 (Transportation Plan), also referred to as 

ñThe Long Range Transportation Planò (LRTP), is adopted to guide transportation investment in 

the County for the next 25 years.  The Transportation Plan includes improvements proposed for 

roadways, transit, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, greenways and trails.  It contains a ñCost-

Feasible Planò that categorizes projects into priority groupings based upon future funding 

availability.  Priority I contains those projects scheduled to be funded through by 2009 and 

represent funds for improvements as programmed in the ñMiami-Dade Transportation 

Improvement Program 2005-2009ò.  Priority II projects are scheduled to be funded between 

2010 and 2015, and Priority III projects are scheduled to be funded between 2016 and 2020.  

However, due to the long-range nature of the Priority IV projects, funding is scheduled over a 

10-year period (2021 to 2030) and because the Comprehensive Development Master Plan 

(CDMP) has a horizon year of 2025, exact correspondence with the Priority IV projects in the 

ñCost-Feasible Planò is not possible.  Since the Priority IV grouping encompasses the CDMP 

horizon year, the required three-year updates to the ñCost-Feasible Planò will continually adjust 

the funding availability for the Priority IV projects as the horizon year advances. 
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GOAL  
 

DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN AN INTEGRATED MULTIMODAL TRANS -

PORTATION SYSTEM IN MIAMI -DADE COUNTY TO MOVE PEOPLE AND GOODS 

IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH OVERALL COUNTYWIDE LAND USE AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GOALS.  

 

 
Objective TE-1 
 

Miami -Dade County will provide an integrated multimodal transportation system for the 

circulation of motorized and non-motorized traffic by enhancing the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan and its transportation plans and implementing programs to 

provide competitive surface transportation mode choice, local surface mode connections at 

strategic locations, and modal linkages between the airport, seaport, rail and other inter-

city and local transportation facilities.  These plans and programs shall seek to ensure that, 

among other objectives, between 2004 and 2010 Miami-Dade Transit boardings will 

increase at a rate equal to or greater than the rate of resident population growth during 

this period. 

 

Policies 

 

TE-1A. As provided in this section and the Mass Transit Subelement, the County shall 

promote mass transit alternatives to the personal automobile, such as rapid transit 

(i.e. heavy rail, light rail, and express buses), fixed route bus and paratransit services. 

 

TE-1B. Miami-Dade County shall continue to maintain programs for optimal development 

and expansion of the Port of Miami and the Miami-Dade County aviation system, 

and shall continue to support viable operation and enhancement of the Port of Miami 

River.  The County shall also accommodate and facilitate provision of inter-city and 

inter-state commuter rail and bus, high-speed intrastate rail, and freight rail services.  

These activities will be conducted in accordance with the respective subelements of 

this element and other applicable elements of the CDMP including the Land Use and 

Capital Improvement Elements. 

 

TE-1C. When other transportation facility providers' plans are updated, Miami-Dade County 

shall seek to ensure that those plans provide high quality intermodal connections at 

optimal transfer points.  These should include, but should not be limited to, the 

intermodal connections currently planned in the other subelements of the 

Transportation Element including the Port of Miami tunnel, Miami International 

Airport west-side cargo area access improvements such as the NW 25 Street viaduct, 

and the Miami Intermodal Center (MIC). 
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TE-1D.  Within the time-frame of the CDMP, Miami-Dade County will actively pursue 

development of intermodal facilities where opportunities arise, including, but not 

limited to: 

 -Miami Intermodal Center (MIC); 

 -Downtown Miami Transportation Center; 

 -Northeast Miami-Dade Terminal; 

 -Douglas Road Transit Center; and 

-Park-and-Ride Lots, where feasible opportunities present themselves along bus/rail 

corridors.  

(See Mass Transit Subelement Figures 1 and 2 for planned inter-modal/multimodal 

transit center locations).  

 

TE-1E. As provided in the Aviation, Port of Miami River, and The Port of Miami Master 

Plan Subelements, the County shall promote improved intermodal linkages for the 

movement of passengers and freight, including the consideration of waterborne 

transportation.  (See Aviation Subelement Policies AV-5A. and AV-5B; Port of 

Miami River Subelement Objective PMR-2 and Policy PMR-2A; and The Port of 

Miami Master Plan Subelement Policies PM-8A and PM-8B.) 

 

TE-1F. Transit-supportive Land Use Element policies including, but not limited to, Urban 

Center guidelines shall be vigorously implemented in association with planned rapid 

transit facilities identified in the Transportation Element. 

 

 
Objective TE-2 
 

In furtherance of pedestrianism as a mode of transportation encouraged in the planned 

urban area, by 2008 Miami-Dade County shall enhance its transportation plans, programs 

and development regulations as necessary to accommodate the safe and convenient 

movement of pedestrians and non-motorized vehicles, in addition to automobiles and other 

motorized vehicles. 

 
Policies 

 

TE-2A.  The County shall continue to promote and assist in the creation of a Countywide 

system of interconnected designated bicycle ways, and promote the implementation 

of the Miami-Dade Bicycle Facilities Plan. 

 

 
TE-2B.  By 2008, the County shall develop a comprehensive countywide greenways network 

providing continuous corridors for travel by pedestrians and non-motorized vehicles 

incorporating elements of the adopted South Dade Greenway Network Master Plan 

and the North Dade Greenways Plan. 
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TE-2C. In road construction and reconstruction projects, roadway designs shall protect and 

promote pedestrian comfort, safety and attractiveness in locations where the Land 

Use Element seeks to promote activity along road frontages, such as in areas planned 

for community- or neighborhood-serving businesses and all planned Urban Center 

and transit station locations.  Such measures should include, wherever feasible, on-

street parking, wide sidewalks, and abundant landscaping at the street edge.  

Additionally, boulevard section designs should be utilized where appropriate, 

including central through lanes and frontage lanes for local traffic and parking, 

separated from the through lanes by landscaped areas, with frequent opportunities for 

pedestrians to safely cross the through lanes, and right of way to facilitate these 

designs should be reserved or acquired where necessary.  Roadway pedestrian 

facility considerations shall also be consistent with the policies addressing 

pedestrianism contained in the Land Use Element. 

 

TE-2D. Miami-Dade County's top priority for constructing new sidewalks after completion 

of the "Safe Routes to Schools" program shall be to provide continuous sidewalks 

along the following:  a) existing rapid transit stations and transit centers, b) existing 

parks and recreation open spaces, c) both sides of all County collector and arterial 

roadways within 1/4 mile of all existing transit stations and centers, and d) at least 

one side of County collector and arterial roadways between 1/4 and 1/2 mile of all 

existing transit stations and centers.  All new development and redevelopment in 

these areas shall be served by these sidewalks.  It is the policy of Miami-Dade 

County that municipalities in the County establish similar priorities for their 

jurisdictions, and that FDOT do the same with regard to State roads. In all new 

construction and reconstruction of collector and arterial roads inside the UDB served 

by Metrobus, sidewalks should be provided along all portions of such roads between 

bus stops and any existing or planned intersecting residential or community-serving 

business streets within, at a minimum, 1/4 mile of the bus stops. 

 

TE-2E. The County shall require accommodation of bicycle travel and pedestrian needs in 

plans for future arterial and collector road construction, widening or reconstruction 

projects where designated by the Bicycle Facilities Plan, wherever feasible. 

 

TE-2F. The County shall consider the use of utility easements and transit or railroad rights-

of-way as locations for bicycle ways linking major urban activity centers. 

 

TE-2G. The County shall encourage inclusion in, and review, all plans and development 

proposals for provisions to accommodate safe movement of bicycle and pedestrian 

traffic, and facilities for securing non-motorized vehicles in all new development and 

redevelopment and shall address this as a consideration in development and site plan 

review. 
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Objective TE-3 
 

As provided in the policies hereinunder, Miami-Dade County shall cooperate with the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami Urbanized Area (MPO) to enhance 

Miami area planning procedures, methodologies and analytical tools to improve analysis of 

relationships between transportation facility plans and programs, and local land use plans, 

development standards and implementing programs. 

 
Policies 

 

TE-3A. Miami-Dade County shall cooperate with, and participate in, activities and initiatives 

undertaken by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the statewide 

MPO Advisory Committee (MPOAC) to enhance intermodal and land use aspects of 

transportation plans and planning methods used by the State and the MPOs 

throughout the state.  Toward this end, it is the policy of Miami-Dade County that 

during preparation of major updates of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

by the Miami Area MPO, the County will coordinate and work with the MPO, as the 

MPO has committed by resolution, to better coordinate transportation and land use 

planning and enhance intermodal qualities of transportation analyses and plans of the 

MPOs. 

 
TE-3B.  Miami-Dade County, in the manner that financial and technical assistance of the 

FDOT will enable, shall analyze planned land use patterns and intensities in planned 

rapid transit station areas and shall identify transportation and land use plan changes 

needed to improve interrelationships.  This analysis shall address, at a minimum, the 

existing MetroRail corridor, the planned initial segment of the East-West corridor, 

the planned North corridor, and the South Miami-Dade Busway corridor and its 

planned extension. This analysis shall identify locations where planned transit 

facilities are not supported by the planned land use or development intensity
1
 with 

consideration of mitigating benefits of planned transit rider feeders such as major 

park-and-ride or bus terminal facilities in the corridor.  Where such locations are 

identified, alternative land uses or intensities will be analyzed, and potential land use 

or transportation plan amendments will be identified. The information produced by 

this analysis shall be provided to the MPO, the Board of County Commissioners and 

the directly affected municipalities having comprehensive planning and zoning 

jurisdiction in the immediate vicinity of these planned transit corridors for their 

consideration.    It is the policy of Miami-Dade County that affected municipalities 

consider local plan amendments to reflect the findings of this analysis. 

 

TE-3C. It is the policy of Miami-Dade County to develop all the transportation facilities 

identified in both the MPO's LRTP and the CDMP Transportation Element as soon 

as feasible, in accordance with the LRTP phasing program.  It is the policy  

                                                
1 Development intensity threshold to be used in this analysis shall be 15 dwelling units per acre and 75 employees 

per acre for traffic analysis zones with ½ mile of rail transit stations and for ¼ mile around exclusive busway stops. 
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of the County that the non-cost-feasible projects listed in the MPOôs LRTP and the 

CDMP Transportation Element shall be retained in these plans solely as identified 

future priorities of the County for which the County shall pursue additional funding, 

and which shall be advanced into the cost-feasible components of the respective 

plans at the earliest feasible opportunities.  It is, further, the policy of the Board of 

County Commissioners that, a) non-cost-feasible transportation projects may be 

advanced into the cost-feasible component of the referenced plans only after 

demonstration that the project appropriately supports, and is supported by, related 

services such as transit feeders and/or the type and intensity of planned surrounding 

land development, and b) the Governing Board of the MPO is urged to support this 

policy.  Only the transportation projects contained in the cost-feasible components of 

the LRTP and the CDMP shall be considered in the administration of the County's 

concurrency management program and, after the next update of the CDMP 

Transportation Element to reflect the next update of the MPOôs LRTP, the 

presentations of future levels of service in the CDMP shall reflect only these facility 

improvements. 

 

 

Transportation Monitoring Program  

 
In order to enable the preparation of the periodic Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) 

required by Section 163.3191, Florida Statutes (F.S.), the Minimum Criteria Rule [Rule 9J-5, 

Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.)] requires that local comprehensive plans contain adopted 

procedures for monitoring and evaluating the Plan and its implementation. 

 

An important part of the implementation of the objectives of the Transportation Element is the 

establishment of a program for monitoring their progress.  The transportation monitoring 

program consists of the following measures: 

 

Objective TE-1.  Number of transportation plans prepared and adopted by State, Regional and 

local governments reviewed during the EAR reporting period; and review and analyze Metrorail 

and Metromover boardings and compare the boarding rates with the Countyôs population growth 

rates for the same period. 

 
Objective TE-2.  Number of bicycle and pedestrian facilities reviewed through site planning and 

plat reviews, and number of reviews of other transportation improvement plans; and 

implementation status of the Miami-Dade Bicycle Facilities Plan. 

 

Objective TE-3.  Number of changes to the procedures, methodology and analytical tools 

adopted as a result of updates of the MPOôs Long Range Transportation Plan; and number of 

land use changes as a result of coordinating land use and transportation planning. 
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TRAFFIC CIRCULATIO N SUBELEMENT 
 

 

Introduction  
 

The purpose of the Traffic Circulation Subelement is to provide an overview of the current and 

future transportation needs of Miami-Dade County. The Subelement analyzes current roadway 

capacity and deficiencies in Miami-Dade County, it provides recommendations for improving 

future highway capacity, and it establishes a goal, objectives, and policies aimed at meeting the 

future needs.  

 

Miami-Dade County, since 1957, has been a home rule charter county. The Planning and Zoning 

Department therefore serves as a metropolitan agency, and traffic circulation needs and the goal 

in this Subelement are presented for the entire County, including the 34 municipalities. 

 

The Adopted Components of this Subelement include the Traffic Circulation goal, objectives and 

policies; maps of future conditions; and a monitoring program for evaluating progress toward 

Plan implementation. 

 

The 2003 Evaluation and Appraisal Report contains inventory data and analysis of existing and 

future needs. A summary overview of existing traffic circulation conditions is presented, with 

special attention to capacity deficiencies and the need for additional capacity improvements. 

Future roadway needs are reviewed drawing upon the technical studies and recommendations of 

the Adopted Miami-Dade Transportation Plan to the Year 2030. Finally, review of future 

demand is presented to show the magnitude and the time frame of traffic circulation needs in the 

County.  

 

The Miami-Dade Transportation Plan to the Year 2030 (Transportation Plan), also referred to as 

ñThe Long Range Transportation Planò (LRTP), is adopted to guide transportation investment in 

the County for the next 25 years.  The Transportation Plan includes improvements proposed for 

roadways, transit, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, greenways and trails.  It contains a ñCost-

Feasible Planò that categorizes projects into priority groupings based upon future funding 

availability.  Priority I contains those projects scheduled to be funded through by 2009 and 

represent funds for improvements as programmed in the ñMiami-Dade Transportation 

Improvement Program 2005-2009ò.  Priority II projects are scheduled to be funded between 

2010 and 2015, and Priority III projects are scheduled to be funded between 2016 and 2020.  

However, due to the long-range nature of the Priority IV projects, funding is scheduled over a 

10-year period (2021 to 2030) and because the Comprehensive Development Master Plan 

(CDMP) has a horizon year of 2025, exact correspondence with the Priority IV projects in the 

ñCost-Feasible Planò is not possible.  Since the Priority IV grouping encompasses the CDMP 

horizon year, the required three-year updates to the ñCost-Feasible Planò will continually adjust 

the funding availability for the Priority IV projects as the horizon year advances. 
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GOAL  
 

DEVELOP, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A SAFE, EFFICIENT AND ECONOMICAL 

TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM IN MIAMI -DADE COUNTY THAT PROVIDES 

EASE OF MOBILITY TO ALL PEOPLE AND FOR ALL GOODS, IS CONSISTENT 

WITH DESIRED LAND USE  PATTERNS, CONSERVES ENERGY, AND PROTECTS 

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.  

 
 

Objective TC-1 
 

It is desirable that all roadways in Miami-Dade County operate at level of service (LOS) C 

or better.  By the year 2010 no roadways in Miami-Dade County should operate at a level 

of service lower than the base level of service standard contained herein.  

 

Policies  

 

TC-1A. Miami-Dade County will continue to update and readopt a Long Range Transportation 

Plan, as periodically required, that will achieve Traffic Circulation Objective TC-1 

above, in a manner consistent with the other objectives of the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan (CDMP). Upon completion of each update of the Long 

Range Transportation Plan, Miami-Dade County shall prepare for submittal, pursuant 

to Chapter 163, Part II, F.S., proposals to enhance and revise the Traffic Circulation 

and Mass Transit Subelements of the Transportation Element as warranted by said 

technical findings and policy proposals, consistent with the goals, objectives and 

policies of the CDMP.  

 

TC-1B. The minimum acceptable peak period operating level of service for all State and 

County roads in Miami-Dade County outside of the Urban Development Boundary 

(UDB) identified in the Land Use Element shall be LOS D on State minor arterials and 

LOS C on all other State roads and on all County roads.  The minimum acceptable 

peak-period LOS for all State and County roads inside the UDB shall be the following:  

 

1) Within the Urban Infill Area (UIA)
2
 

 

(a) Where no public mass transit service exists, roadways shall operate at 

or above LOS E. 

 

(b) Where mass transit service having headways of 20 minutes or less is 

provided within 1/2-mile distance, roadways shall operate at no greater 

than 120 percent of their capacity.   

                                                
 Peak period means the average of the two highest consecutive hours of traffic volume during a weekday.   

   Note:  LOS will be measured based on the latest edition of the Highway Capacity Manual. 
2 UIA is defined as that part of Miami-Dade County located east of, and including, SR 826 (Palmetto Expressway) 

and NW/SW 77 Avenue, excluding the area north of SR 826 and west of I-95, and the City of Islandia. 
 



 
 

II -9 

 

(c) Where extraordinary transit service such as commuter rail or express 

bus service exists parallel roadways within 1/2 mile shall operate at no 

greater than 150 percent of their capacity.  

 

2) Between the UIA and the UDB 

 

(a) Roadways shall operate at no worse than LOS D (90 percent of their 

capacity) except that State Urban Minor Arterials (SUMAs) may 

operate at LOS E (100 percent of their capacity);   
 

(b) Where public mass transit service exists having headways of 20 minutes 

or less within 1/2-mile distance, roadways shall operate at or above 

LOS E; 

 

(c) Where extraordinary transit service such as commuter rail or express 

bus service exists parallel roadways within 1/2 mile shall operate at no 

greater than 120 percent of roadway capacity. 

 

3)  Notwithstanding the foregoing, as required in s.163.3180 (10), F.S., the 

following standards established by rule by the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT), are adopted by Miami-Dade County as its minimum 

LOS standards for Florida Intrastate Highway System (FIHS) roadways in 

Miami-Dade County: 

 

(a) Outside the UDB 

 

1. Limited access State highways shall operate at LOS B or better;  

 

2. Controlled access State highways shall operate at LOS C or better 

for two lane facilities, and LOS B or better for four or more lane 

facilities; and 

 

3. Constrained or backlogged limited and controlled access state 

highways operating below LOS B, must be managed to not cause 

significant degradation. 

 

(b) Inside the UDB 

 

1. Limited access State highways shall operate at LOS D or better, 

except where exclusive through lanes exist, roadways may operate 

at LOS E. 

 

2. Controlled access State highways shall operate at LOS D or better, 

except where such roadways are parallel to exclusive transit 

facilities or are located inside designated transportation concurrency 

management areas (TCMA's), roadways may operate at LOS E. 
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3. Constrained or backlogged limited and controlled access State 

highways operating below the foregoing minimums must be 

managed to not cause significant deterioration. 

 

TC-1C. The County shall continue to maintain and enhance as necessary, a comprehensive 

traffic counting system for annually monitoring the level of service on, at a minimum, 

the County roadway system.  

 

TC-1D. Issuance of all development orders for new development or significant expansions of 

existing development shall be contingent upon compliance with the Level of Service 

standards contained in Policy TC-1B, except as otherwise provided in the 

ñConcurrency Management Programò section of the Capital Improvements Element. 

 

TC-1E. The County shall, to the maximum extent feasible, improve the operating efficiency of 

the existing thoroughfare system and reduce peak hour congestion by encouraging the 

application of low-cost transportation system management techniques including, but 

not limited to, improved signal timing, and intersection signing, marking, 

channelization, and on-street parking restrictions. 

 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTES:  Constrained FIHS facilities are roadways that FDOT has determined will not be expanded by the addition of two 
or more through lanes because of physical, environmental or policy constraints. 

 
Backlogged FIHS facilities are roadways operating below the minimum LOS standards, not constrained, and not 

programmed for addition of lanes in the first three years of FDOTôs adopted work program or the five-year CIE. 
 

For roadways outside the UDB significant degradation means an average annual daily traffic increase in two-
way traffic volume of 5 percent, or a 5 percent reduction in operating speed for the peak direction in the 100

th
 

highest hour.  For roadways inside the UDB, roadways parallel to exclusive transit facilities or roadways in 
transportation concurrency management areas, significant degradation means an average annual daily traffic 

increase in two-way traffic volume of 10 percent, or a 10 percent reduction in operating speed for the peak 
direction in the 100 highest hour. 
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SUMMARY  

MIAMI -DADE COUNTY  

TRAFFIC CIRCULATION LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD  

 

Peak Period* LOS Standard 

Non-FIHS Roadways 
 

 
 

 

Location 

 

Transit Availability 

 
 

No Transit Service 

20 Min. Headway 
Transit Service 

Within 1/2 Mile 

Extraordinary Transit 
Service (Commuter Rail or 

Express Bus) 

Outside UDB LOS D-State Minor Arterials 
LOS C-County Roads and State Principal Arterials 

Between  

UIA and UDB 

LOS D (90% of Capacity); or 

 LOS E (100% Capacity) on 

SUMAs   

LOS E  

(100% of Capacity) 

120% of Capacity 

Inside  

UIA  

LOS E 

(100% of Capacity) 

120% of Capacity 150% of Capacity 

 

 

FIHS Roadways 

 

 

  FIHS Facility 

Location 

 

Outside 

UDB 

 

Inside 

UDB 

Roadways Parallel 

to Exclusive 

Transit Facilities 

Inside 

Transportation 

Concurrency 

Management 

Areas 

Constrained or 

Backlogged 

Roadways 

Limited Access 

Facilities  

 

B 

 

D [E] 

 

D [E] 

 

D [E] 

 

Manage 

Controlled 

Access 

Facilities (Two 

Lanes) 

 

C 

 

D  

 

E 

 

E 

 

Manage 

 

Controlled 

Access 

Facilities (Four 

or More Lanes)  

 

B 

 

D 

 

E 

 

E 

 

Manage 

NOTE:  LOS inside of [brackets] applies to general use lanes only when exclusive thru 
lanes exist. 

FIHS= Florida Intrastate Highway System 

UIA= Urban Infill Area--Area east of, and including NW/SW 77 Avenue and SR 826 
(Palmetto Expressway), excluding the City of Islandia, and excluding the area 

north of SR 826 and west of I-95. 

UDB= Urban Development Boundary 

SUMA= State Urban Minor Arterial 
 
*  Peak-period means the average of the two highest consecutive hours of traffic volume during a weekday. 
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TC-1F. The County shall implement a transportation demand management (TDM) program to 

reduce overall peak-hour demand and use of single occupant vehicles (SOV).  This 

program will include such TDM strategies as the following: 

1) van pooling and employer-based car pooling; 

2) employer-based staggered and/or flexible work hours; 

3) parking management; 

4) telecommunicating; 

5) congestion pricing; 

6) park and ride lots; 

7) high occupancy vehicle lanes; 

8) trip reduction ordinances; 

9) transportation management associations (TMA's); and 

10) subsidies for transit riders. 
 

TC-1G. Miami-Dade County shall continue to implement procedures and requirements for all 

development, regardless of size, to contribute its proportionate share of transportation 

facilities, or funds or land therefore, necessary to accommodate the impact of the 

proposed development. The County shall periodically review and update impact fee 

schedules to ensure that all public and marginal costs are appropriately recognized, and 

that fee structures reflect pertinent geographic (i.e., core vs. fringe area) variability in 

facility usage. 

 

TC-1H. In highway and transit planning activities of the County and the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO), Miami-Dade County will give highest priority to the funding of 

necessary capacity improvements to roadways on the Florida Intrastate Highway 

System (FIHS) as defined in Section 338.001, F.S., and to proximate facilities and 

services that would serve to relieve congestion on FIHS facilities which are operating 

above their capacity.  Further, the County and the Miami-Dade County MPO shall 

coordinate with FDOT to develop feasible strategies and mechanisms to minimize 

local traffic impact on FIHS facilities. 

 

TC-1I. By 2005, the County will investigate and develop for implementation parking 

management strategies to promote the land use and transportation objectives of the 

CDMP to reduce the use of Single Occupant Vehicles (SOVs) and highway congestion 

and encourage the use of transit and ridesharing.  Additionally, parking requirements 

in the County's zoning regulations will be reviewed to encourage shared and possibly 

on-street parking in planned Urban Centers, and to moderate parking requirements 

where transit service exists, and where developments contain complementary use 

mixes. 

 

TC-1J. Upon completion of the Countywide Parking Policy Study conducted by the Miami-

Dade County MPO, the County shall amend the CDMP Transportation Element as 

necessary to facilitate implementation of the study's recommendation and to depict 

planned future major parking facilities in the Traffic Circulation Subelement map 

series. 
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TC-1K. The County shall utilize the Miami-Dade County MPO transportation planning and 

project review processes to evaluate and implement roadway and transit improvements 

that will improve access to, and connections between, the County's major aviation, rail 

and port facilities  
 

 

Objective TC-2 

 

Rights-of-way and corridors needed for existing and future transportation facilities will be 

designated and reserved.  
 

Policies 
 

TC-2A. The County shall continue to maintain and enforce the minimum right-of-way 

requirements as established in the Public Works Manual and in Chapter 33, Zoning, 

Code of Miami-Dade County, to ensure Countywide continuity of the thoroughfare 

system. The County shall review roadway design standards and right-of-way 

reservations and shall propose changes as may be necessary to better accommodate 

projected vehicular and non-vehicular movement in the corridors and design features 

recommended in the Transportation and Land Use Elements  

 

TC-2B. The County shall require the dedication of the appropriate share of all necessary rights-

of-way from all developments at the time of development.  

 

TC-2C. Except for those section, half-section and quarter-section line rights-of-way within the 

portion of the Northwest Wellfield Protection Area located west of the Homestead 

Extension of the Florida Turnpike, advance rights-of-way shall be reserved or 

acquired, where necessary, for future transportation improvements identified in the 

Traffic Circulation and Mass Transit Sub-Elements. 

 

TC-2D. The section line, half-section line, and quarter-section line road system should form a 

continuous network within developed areas, interrupted only when it would destroy the 

integrity of a neighborhood or development.  The County shall not approve vacation of 

zoned rights-of-way unless it is determined that the right-of-way is not required for 

present or future public use, or unless the zoned right-of-way is within that portion of 

the Northwest Wellfield Protection Area located west of the Homestead Extension of 

the Florida Turnpike, and the CDMP Guidelines for Urban Form will be reflected. 

 

 

Objective TC-3 
 

The County's transportation system will emphasize safe and efficient management of 

traffic  flow.  
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Policies 
 

TC-3A. The County shall continue to assure provision of an adequate, properly designed and 

safe system for controlling vehicular accessibility to major thoroughfares through 

adopted design standards and procedures, which at a minimum address: 
1) Adequate storage and turning bays; 

2) Spacing and design of median openings and curb cuts; 

3) Provision of service roads; 

4) Driveway access and spacing and; 

5) Traffic operations.  

 

TC-3B. The County will continue to monitor high accident-frequency locations on the County 

highway system to identify any design improvements, which may alleviate hazardous 

conditions and incorporate such improvements into the Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP).  

 

Objective TC-4 
 

The Traffic Circulation Subelement will continue to be coordinated with the goals, 

objectives and policies of the Land Use Element, including the land uses, Urban 

Development Boundary and Urban Expansion Area designated on the Land Use Plan map, 

and with the goals, objectives and policies of all other Elements of the CDMP.  

 

Policies 

 

TC-4A. The County shall maintain the Traffic Circulation Subelement consistent with the 

objectives and policies of the CDMP Land Use Element.  

 

TC-4B. The adopted Land Use Plan map shall be used to guide the planning of future 

transportation corridors and facilities to ensure the proper coordination between 

transportation planning and future development patterns.  

 

TC-4C. Miami-Dade County's priority in construction, maintenance, and reconstruction of 

roadways, and the allocation of financial resources, shall be given first to serve the 

area within the Urban Development Boundary of the Land Use Plan map. Second 

priority in transportation allocations shall support the staged development of the 

urbanizing portions of the County within the Urban Expansion Area. Transportation 

improvements which encourage development in Agriculture and Open Land areas shall 

be avoided, except for those improvements which are necessary for public safety and 

which serve the localized needs of these non-urban areas.  Areas designated 

Environmental Protection shall be particularly avoided. 

 

TC-4D. Miami-Dade County shall set as a priority in its transportation planning program the 

provision of facilities and services to accomplish the timely evacuation of Miami-Dade 

County's barrier islands in advance of approaching hurricanes.  
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TC-4E. Notwithstanding the designation of Krome Avenue as a Major Roadway on the CDMP 

Land Use Plan Map or as a four-lane roadway in the Traffic Circulation Subelement, 

no construction associated with the four-laning, or other capacity improvement, of 

Krome Avenue outside the Urban Development Boundary shall occur until FDOT has 

prepared, and the Board of County Commissioners has adopted, a detailed binding 

access control plan for the Krome Avenue corridor.  This plan should emphasize 

access to properties fronting Krome Avenue primarily through alternative street 

locations. 

 

Objective TC-5 
 

The traffic circulation system will protect community and neighborhood integrity.  

 

Policies 
 

TC-5A. The County will conserve and protect the character of neighborhoods from the 

avoidable intrusion of major thoroughfares and expressways.  

 

TC-5B. Major thoroughfares and intersections should be located and designed in a manner 

which would not tend to sever or fragment land which is, or could otherwise be, 

developed as a well-defined neighborhood.  

 

TC-5C. The County shall discourage through traffic in neighborhoods by adequately 

accommodating through traffic demands on arterial roadways.  

 
 

Objective TC-6 

 

Plan and develop a transportation system that preserves environmentally sensitive areas, 

conserves energy and natural resources and promotes community aesthetic values.  

 

Policies 

 

TC-6A. The County shall avoid transportation improvements which encourage or subsidize 

increased development in coastal high hazard areas or environmentally sensitive areas 

identified in the Coastal Management and Conservation Elements.  

 

TC-6B. Land access interchanges shall not be placed or constructed in a manner that would 

provide access to environmental protection areas or other areas to be conserved in 

order to prevent undue pressure for development of such areas.  

 
TC-6C. If no feasible alternative exists, needed transportation facilities may traverse 

environmental protection or conservation areas, however such access should be limited 

and design techniques should be used to minimize the negative impact upon 
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 the natural systems.  

 

TC-6D. New roadways shall be designed to prevent and control soil erosion, minimize clearing 

and grubbing operations, minimize storm runoff, and avoid unnecessary changes in 

drainage patterns.  

 

TC-6E. The County shall pursue and support transportation programs (e.g., rapid transit, 

express buses, high occupancy vehicles [HOV], bikeways) that will help to maintain or 

provide necessary improvement in air quality and which help conserve energy.  

 

TC-6F. Design new roadways in such a manner as to make them compatible with the 

surrounding environment, complement adjacent development and provide aesthetically 

pleasing visual experience to the user and the adjacent areas.  

 

TC-6G. Require adequate arterial road dedications to allow for linear landscaped open space 

adjacent to two-lane roads and for medians as well as adjacent landscaped margins for 

four-lane roads.  

 

Objective TC-7 
 

Miami -Dade County's Traffic Circulation Subelement, and the plans and programs of the 

State, region and local jurisdictions, will  continue to be coordinated.  

 

Policies 

 

TC-7A. Miami-Dade County shall annually review subsequent Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT) Five-Year work programs to ensure that they remain consistent 

with and further the Traffic Circulation Subelement and other Elements of Miami-

Dade County's CDMP. 

 

TC-7B.  Miami-Dade County shall continue to coordinate local transportation planning of the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Miami Urbanized Area, and 

specifically the MPO's development of the Long Range Transportation Plan Update, 

with the CDMP transportation planning process.  

 

TC-7C. The County shall review the compatibility of the Traffic Circulation Subelement and 

coordinate it with the traffic circulation plans and programs of the municipalities in 

Miami-Dade County, adjacent counties, the South Florida Regional Transportation 

Authority, and the South Florida Regional Planning Council and shall cooperate in 

maintaining adequate inter-regional mobility. 

 

TC-7D. The County shall promote areawide coordination with local governments and regional 

and state agencies in the implementation of the Transportation Element, through 

mechanisms such as established by the Miami-Dade County MPO, FDOT Districts 4 

and  
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6, the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority, and the South Florida 

Regional Planning Council. 

 

 

Future Traffic Circulation Map Series  
 

Figures 1, 3, 4 and 5 in the future traffic circulation map series present the planned highway 

network as adopted in the MPOôs Long Range Transportation Cost Feasible Plan. The following 

is a series of future traffic circulation maps, which present the long-term transportation network 

proposed for the Year 2025. Figure 1, Planned Year 2025 Roadway Network, depicts the lane 

requirements for the Year 2025. It is the purpose of the map to identify generally, where future 

throughways will be located to serve future travel demand.  

 

Figure 2, Roadway Functional Classification - 2004 indicates the existing role that various 

roadways serve.  The classification is established by the Florida Department of Transportation in 

accordance with State criteria and formulae. The classification of all State and County roadways 

is periodically updated by the State to reflect changing conditions. Accordingly, Figure 2 will be 

subject to amendment from time to time to reflect those updates.  

  
Figure 3, Roadway Functional Classification - 2025, indicates the roadway classification for 

State and County facilities on the 2025 network.  The classification of roadways indicate the 

role of the various roadways in meeting the future mobility needs and serving land uses as well 

as the jurisdictional responsibility. The functional classification of most arterial highways and 

expressways is not projected to change through time. Only in certain instances are existing 

roadways anticipated for reclassification. This occurs where growth is planned and travel 

demand is projected to increase, thus causing these roads to function differently. All roads on 

the State highway system have been classified as arterials, and all roads on the County highway 
system have been classified as minor arterials or collectors.  

 

Figure 3.1, Temporary Roadways and Roadway Improvements in Connection with the 

Construction of Turkey Point Units 6 & 7, illustrates the roadway improvements necessary to 

accommodate the increased traffic associated with the construction of the Turkey Point Units 6 

& 7.  This nuclear expansion project is projected to occur between 2011 and 2020 and has been 

determined by the Board of County Commissioners to be a public necessity.   All roadway 

improvements associated with the construction of Turkey Point Units 6 & 7 as shown if Figure 

3.1 are to be temporary and must satisfy the following criteria.   

1.  The temporary roadway improvement serves to accommodate traffic during the 

construction of Turkey Point Units 6 & 7; 

2.  The temporary roadway improvements are designed in a manner that provide no more 

than what is required for safe roadway conditions and secure access to the construction 

site;  

3.  Construction of the temporary roadways and roadway improvements will commence 

no sooner than two (2) years prior to commencement of construction of Turkey Point 

Units 6 & 7; 
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4.    Within 2 years following the construction of Turkey Point Units 6 & 7 (a) all 

temporary roadway improvements on publicly owned rights-of-way will be returned to 

the status of the roadway(s) prior to the commencement of construction of the 

temporary roadways and roadway improvements, and, (b) any privately owned 

roadway will be returned to the minimum roadway width required to provide 

maintenance to FPL facilities and shall not be more than two lanes; 

5.   FPL shall pay all costs associated with construction and removal of temporary 

roadway improvements; 

6. Temporary roadways and roadway improvements shall be designed to meet the 

substantive requirements of Chapter 24, Miami-Dade County Code, as interpreted by 

DERM. In addition, the design of the temporary roadways and roadway improvements 

shall also be consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the CDMP, the 

objectives of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, County land use 

approvals, and other applicable County approved environmental management plans for 

publicly owned lands, as may be amended from time to time, and appropriate 

mechanisms shall be provided to enhance protection for wildlife in the area, and the 

Miami-Dade County Department of Environmental Resources Management shall 

enforce the environmental regulations within its jurisdiction, to the extent allowable by 

law; 

7.  Temporary roadway improvements on privately owned property shall not be open to 

the general public.  Miami-Dade County and other agencies with needed access shall, 

after providing proper notification to FPL, be granted access to this private roadway; 

and, 

8.  At FPL's expense, all temporary roadway improvements south of SW 344
th
 Street shall 

be patrolled by security personnel when in active use and shall maintain security gates 

or other appropriate security measures during inactive periods.  To the greatest extent 

possible, FPL shall deter access by the general public on temporary roadways south of 

SW 344
th
 Street. 

 

Any roadway designated as a temporary roadway on Figure 3.1 need not be indicated as a Minor 

Roadway or Major Roadway on the LUP map and a temporary roadway improvement need not 

be be identified on any other map in the Future Traffic Circulation Map Series.  All limited 

access facilities for the year 2025 are shown in Figure 4. Limited access facilities include all 

freeways and expressways in Miami-Dade County.   
 

Figure 5, Planned Roadway Network Level of Service - 2025, illustrates the projected levels of 

service for the Planned Year 2025 roadway network.  Figure 6, Planned Non-Motorized 

Transportation Network - 2025, depicts the planned non-motorized network consisting of on- 

and off-road bicycle facilities and multi-use trails; Figure 6 reflects the recommended facilities 

and improvements of the adopted Miami-Dade Bicycle Facilities Plan.  Figure 7, Designated 

Evacuation Routes - 2025, identifies the County's designated local and regional transportation 

facilities critical to the evacuation of the coastal population.  Figure 8, Freight Lines - 2025, 

depicts future freight lines throughout the County. 
 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), which coordinates all transportation planning 

for Miami-Dade County, is responsible for periodically updating the MPO's Long Range 

Transportation Plan. It is anticipated that the future traffic circulation network included in the 
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Transportation Element will be adjusted during future plan amendment cycles to reflect the 

findings of that planning activity, in keeping with the goals, objectives and policies of the 

CDMP.  
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With regard to the following transportation improvements necessary to serve Application No. 5 

in the April 2005-2006 CDMP Cycle, in no event shall a Building Permit for development within 

that area be issued until the MPO Miami-Dade Long Range Transportation Plan has been 

amended to reflect the following changes in priority of the construction phasing of the roadway 

network: 

 

 I-75 between Miami-Dade/Broward County Line and SR 826/Palmetto 

Expressway: from 8 lanes to 10 lanes, advance to Priority 3 (2015-2020);   

 SR 826/Palmetto Expressway between NW 103 Street and NW 154 Street: 

from 8 lanes to 10 lanes, advance to Priority 3 (2015-2020); 

 SR 826/Palmetto Expressway from NW 154 Street to I-95: from 6 lanes to 8 

lanes, advance to Priority 3 (2015-2020), 

 HEFT from SR 836 to Okeechobee Road: 8 lanes + auxiliary lanes, advance 

to Priority 3 (2015 to 2020), 

 HEFT from Okeechobee Road to I-75: 8 lanes + auxiliary lanes, advance to 

Priority 3 (2015 to 2020), and  

 HEFT from I-75 to Turnpike Mainline: from 4 lanes to 6 lanes, advance to 

Priority 3 (2015 to 2020). 

 

The proposed transportation network is expected to evolve incrementally over the next twenty 

years.  The first five-year components are based on the current adopted Transportation 

Improvement Program. Improvements that are the County's responsibility are listed in the 

Capital Improvements Element. The remainder of improvements are projected for construction 

between 2010 and 2025; the phasing of all improvement projects are listed in the adopted MPOôs 

Long Range Transportation Plan. 

 

Roadway alignments shown in the traffic circulation map series are general indicators of facility 

location. Specific alignments will be determined through detailed transportation planning, 

development review processes, subdivision platting, and highway design and engineering studies.  
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