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NEGOTIATING WITH LOW BIDDERS 
 
Dear MCC Users, 
  
We would like to share with you the facts in regards to the legality of negotiating with the lowest bidder. 
After verifying with CAO, it was determined that: “Florida Statute Section 255.20 spells out the bid 
requirements for contracts for public construction works.  Said statute is silent and thus, does 
not prohibit negotiations with the low bidder.  However, negotiations can not include scope 
changes since scope changes would not have been competitively bid.  Specifically, the County 
has the authority (and has exercised this authority) to negotiate with the low bidder a reduction 
to the construction price.” Therefore, if desired, issuing departments can attempt to negotiate a better 
price with the lowest bidder (only), and subsequently, award the contract at the bid price given by the 
lowest bidder, or reject all bids and re-advertise the project. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Ultimo De Oliveira 
Capital Improvements Analyst 
Office of Capital Improvements - OCI 
Miami-Dade County 
111 NW 1st Street, Suite 2130 
Miami, FL  33128 
Phone: 305-375-5265 
Fax: 305-372-6130 
Email:  Ultimo@miamidade.gov 
 
"Delivering Excellence Every Day" 
 
Miami-Dade County is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such 
laws and thus subject to disclosure. 
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