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Mr, José Abreu DISTRI é"}é"spomm’"
Distrlct Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation afP' Jo 1999
District Center DISTR
1000 NW 111th Avenue G g Tans
Miami, Florida 33172 MiaM), ESRIHa

Dear Mr. Abreu;

Subject: Record of Declsion

Final Environmental Impact Statement

FHWA-FILA-EIS-95.02-F

East-West Multimodal Corridor

From the Palmetto Expressway to the Port of Miami

FAP No, CM-6182-(11) .

. State Project No. 87200-1539 -

FM No. 249917 "~

Dade.County £k
Enclosed for your information and use Is a copy of the approved Record of Decision as
required by 40 CFR 1505.2, .

Location and design concept approval is heraby given for the Locally Praferred

" Altemnative of this project, as Indlcated by the above-stated limits,

The highway part of the projact may be advanced to the next phass of development.
However, Federal Transit Administration approval to advance Into fingl design will be
addressed separately from the Recerd of Declsion. The Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century Section 5309(e)(6) requires that a projatt, which proposes to use
discretionary New Starts funds, “may advance from preliminary englnesring to final

~Mmore-
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Mr. José Abreu ' ' ) 2.
Septermber 28, 1988

deslgn and construction only if the Sacretary finds that the project meets the
requirements of this saction (e.g., the New Starts criterla), and there Is reasonable
likelthood that the project will continue to meet such requirements.”

Sincerely yours,
Susan E. Schruth -For:
E Reglonal Administrator Divislon Administrator
Enclosure

cc; Mr. C. L. Irwin, FDOT, Tallahasses, MS-37, w/encloaura

-miore-
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To: Mr. James E. 3L, John ' Ms. Susan E. Schruth
Divislon Federal Highway Adminlistrator Reglonal Federal Tranalt Adminlstrator
TJellahassee, Florlda Allants, Gaorgla

From:  Palrlck A.Bauer
Program Oparatlons Englneer

Thru: Mr. Robert M. Callan
Asaistant Divislan Adminlstrétor

Subjact:  Final Environmental Impac! Statement and Record of Oeclslon
East-Wast Multimodsa] Corrldor
Flnanclal Project ID No. 248917
Work Program No, 8114084
State Projact No, 872001539
Foderal Project ID No. CM-6182-(11)
Miaml-Dade County, Florlda

The fallowing Is & Record of Declalon for the subjact project,

Doc|sion
‘The Preferred Ailemaliva consists of:

1. Highway Improvements to SR 836 from NW 107th Avenue to just east of tha toll plaze at NW
17th Avenue: '

« Auglliary lanes In each diraction from NW 107th Avenue to NW 87th Avenus
s NW 87th Avenue Interchange

= NW72rd Avenus to NW 57th Avenus

»  NW &7ih Avenue Interchange

+  NW 57th Avenue to NW 46th Avenue

s NW 37th Avenue Interchenge

+  NW 27th Avenua Interchange

¢« 8SR836 Toll Plaza

2. Other Highway/Roadway Improvements;

» Dirsct ramp accoss to the Palmetlo station will be provided o and from the south on the Palmatlo 4"‘*‘
Expressway (SR 528)

East-West Multimadal Carrldor 1 09/28/e8
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»  Access would also be provided fo the Palmetto station from realignment of both NW 7th and 8th
Strests providing access from east of Milam Dairy Road '

s Atlhe raquest of the Hunlington community, NW 9th Street will bo clased lo access from NW
22nd Avenue east,

4. Transporation Domand Managsmenl (TDM) Slralagles -- the 2020 peak-hour voltimes within the
corridor show thal TDM slrategles will have to be implemented In aclivily centers along the
corrldor, The toll plaza on SR 838 (congestion pricing mechanism), the HOV lanegs, and the park-
and-ride lots are all key {o the ragional demand management systarn. In order to accommedata
some af the highway volumes, psak hours will need to be sprend to three hours. Savers! points
of congestion were ldenifled and the following TOM solulions are recommsnded for

implementeation by local agencies and amployers:

» Tha counly has a Gongestion Management Plan that should be Implemented.

+ The county should encourage major employers around MIA, In the central business district
(CcBD), and In Waterford at Biue Lagoon to Implernent alternate work weoks: schedules such as
40 hours In four days or 80 hours In nine days.

«  Florlda Department of Tranaportation shauld actively promote carpooling within the corrldar,

»  System-wide ramp metering should be Installsd, not just al key SR 836 Interchanges (L.e., NW
12th Straat, NW 17th Avenua).

» Changas to slgnal limings end lane assignmants at key congestad Intersactions should ba
Implamenled (NW 42nd Avenue Intersection with NW 14th Streat, NW 11th Streel and NW Tth
Street, NW 37th Avenue Intersection with NW 21st Straat, NW 11th Straet, and NW 27th Avenus
intersection with NW 11th Street and wilh easibound on-ramp).

» Ths talephone company, Internel providars, and cable companies should be encouraged fo
aclively promote talacommuling programs and opportuniies, including the establishment of
ramole Job silas with loasable computer links {o downtown companles,

« The county should encourage companies to provide major flex-time programs, While cornpanles
aro beginning to adjust to flexible start times of 7:30 AM. to 8:00 A M., further exiensiona of the
office hours should be encouraged,

+ Tha county and FOOT should Joinlly encourage shifting fruck cargo dellverles to and from the
Port and the alrport lo svening and night time to relieve congestion In thée corridor.

4, HOV lenss on SR 836 from NW 107th Avenue to the SR-836/8R-112 Intervonnecter should ba
copstiucted,

5. ‘The transit alignment Is 18,2 km (11.9 mi) In length and runs from the Paimetlo Expressway
(8R 828) to the Port of Mlaml. Thalina Includes 13,3 km (8.2 mi) of asrial guldeway and 5.8 km
(3.8 ml) of barad tunnel. Thore will be ten atatlons, six asrlal and four underground,

East-Wes! Multimodal Corridor 2 09/26/98
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» A fraquent train service will operate between the Palmetlo station and the Porl of Miam! with
slops at each of the six inlermediate stations (NW 7" Streel, Miaml Intermodal Center [MIC), NW
27th Avenue, Orangs Bowl, Governmant Center, and Marilima Fark).

+  The Alrport-Seaport service will be operatad as nonstop service between the Airport Intermediate .
atatlon and the Port, slopping only at the MIC, A premium fare would ba collected for this spacial
service. Luggags will be handlad separalely from the rall system.

6. A rall malntenance facllily located near the western end af the line on tha south slde of NW 7th
Strest, directly norih of Lake Mahar,

A detalled descriplion of the Locally Preferred Alternativa {LPA) la presented in Seclion 2.4 of the
Final Environmenlal. Impact Statement (FEIS). The FEIS was adopted by the Fedaral Highway
Adminlstrallon (FHWA) on August 18, 1888. The Federal Transll Adminisiralion (FTA), as &
cooparating agency, has adopled the FEIS on Augus! 26, 1988, for the purposo of any future grant
acllion that the agency might approve for this project. The LPA Is Included In the Metrupolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) 2018 Melro-Dade Transportation Plan Long Rénge Elament, December
1995, and In tha MPO Transportation improvement Program, 1987,

Backaround

The LPA Iz lhe result of an extensive altematives' development and evaluation process for the East-
West Multimodal Corrldor projact area which Ia hounded by Florlda’ s Turnplke (the Tumplks) on tha
wast, NW 36th Streel on ths north, the Allantic Ocean to the aast, and SW 8th Sirast on the south,
This process has Included intensive technical analyses, review and input from the full spectrum of
government agencles, and direct Involvemen of the public al every stage of projsct development,
The process began durlng prior sludlies and was inoreasingly refined durlng the Major Investment
Study/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (MIS/DEIS) phase that preceded the FEIS,

The MIS/DEIS analyzed varlous highway and transit altarnalives, such a5 widening of tha exisiing
SR-BA8, elevaled express lanos, high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, measures to corraot
oporational prablems, heavy rail, light rall, and & comblination of transporialion messures, Spocific
elsments of the proposed altarnative transportation improvements are described In datall in Chapter

2 of the FEIS.

‘The LPA was chosen by the MPO Board of Diraclors pfter FOOT had held a public hearing on the
DESS. The MPO selectad the Minimum Operable Segmant (MOS) of Mullimodal Altornative 6c{10),
the Tunnel Alternative, as the locally praferced alternative In March 1986, Refinaments of the LPA
continued durlng the Preliminary Engineering (PEVFEIS phase and focused on ltems such as more
datalled environmenial lesting, geomslric design, statlon location and deslgn, station sccess,
operaling stratogles, drainage requirements, malntenance of tcaffic during conalruotion, phasing of
conslruclion and operation, and financlal plan refinements. '

Easl-West Multimodal Corridor 3 06/28/08
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Altornatives Consldered

The following Tler | allernalives were considered in the MIS/DEIS:

+  Alternalive 1: No-Bulld (carrled forward Inlo both Tlars 2 and 3)

»  Altarnative 2: Transporiallon System Managemehl (TSM) (carrled farward Into Tier 2)

«  Alternatlve Ja: Expressway Widening -10 General-purpose Lanes

»  Allernalive 3b: Expressway Widening -6 General-purpose plus 4 HOV Lanes lo 1-95

¢ Alernalive 3c: Expressway Widaning -6 Genaral-purpose plus 2 HOV Lanas {0 195

+  Allemnativa 3d: Expressway Widsning -2 Bulfer-separaled HOV Lanes lo SR 112 (carrled forward
inlo Tler 2)

¢ Allernalive 4a: Elevatad Exprass Lanes -8 General-purpose plus 8 Express Lanes

+  Allarnative 4b; Elevatad Exprass Lanes -6 General-purpose plus 4 HOV Lanas

»  Alternaliva &: Metrorall Via Earlington Helghts -Rail Translt plus 2 Bulfer HOV Lanas to 95 plus
Highway Improvements

»  Allernative 8a; Rall Translt Via 8R 836 plus Highway Improvements (carrlad forward Inlo Tler 2)
+  Allernatlve Bb; SR 836 -Ralf Translt plus 2 HOV Lanes to |-95

¢ Alornalive 8¢(1): SR 836 Mullimoda! Alternative -Base Rall Alignment, 2 HOV Lenes to SR 112,
plus Highway Improvements(carried forward Into Tier 2)

»  Altarnslive 8¢(2): SR 836 Multimodal Alternalive -Base Rall Alignment with Through Service Vla
Downtown Connsction, 2 HOV Lanes to SR 112 (carried forward fnfo Tier 2)

« Allornalive 8c(3): SR 836 Mulllmodal Allemative -Base Rall Alignment with NW/NE Bth Strest
Oplion, 2 HOV Lanes to SR 112

+  Altarnative 8c(4): SR 838 Multimodal Altemative -Bage Rall Allgnment with Miumi River Opllon,
2 HOV Lanes SR 112, plus Highway Improvements

*  Allenative 85(b): SR 838 Mullimodal Allernative -Biuse Rall Allgnment with Culmer/I 5 Option,
2 HOV Lanes to SR 112, plus Highway Improvemenis

s Alternafive 6e(8): SR 838 Multimodal Altarnative -Basa Rall Alignment with NW/NE 111h Sirast
Optlon, 2 HOV Leanes to SR 112

«  Alternalive 6c(7); SR 836 Mullimodal Altlemative -Base Rait Allgnment with Clvie Canter Option,
2 HOV Lanes lo SR 112

. Allemallve 8¢{B): SR 836 Mulllmodal Alternalive -Base Rall Alignment with C5X Railroad NW 7t
Avanus Option, 2 HOV Lanes to 8R 112, plus Highway Improvements (carrded forward Into Tler

2)
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«  Alternative 8c(b): SR 836 Multimodal Altamnalive -Base Rall Alignment with CSXINW 22nd
StreeVFEC Raliway Option, 2 HOV Lanes {o SR 112, plus Highway Improvements (varrled

forward Into Tier 2) ]
¢« Alternative 8¢(10): SR 8368 Multimadal Alternative -Base Rall Alignment with CBD Tunne] Oplion,
2 HOV Lanes to SR 112, plus Highway Improvements (carrled forward Into Tier 2 and Tler 3 as
the LPA) .
s Alternative 6c{11): SR 838 Multimadal Allarnative -Base Rail Alignment with CSX/CBD Tunnel
Optlon, 2 HOV Lanes to SR 112

+  Alternative 6¢(12); SR 836 Multimodal Alternative -Base Rail Allgnmant with Government Cut
Oplion, 2 HOV Lanes lo SR 112

+  Altemative 6c(13); SR 838 Mullimudal Altemative -Base Rall Aflgnment with Miami Beach L.oop
Option, 2 HOV Lanes lo SR 112, plus Highway Improvements (earrlad forward Into Tier 2)

»  Alternative 7: Flagter Street rail lino plus 2 HOV Lanes and Highway Improvements on SR 838,

During the East-West Mulltmodal Corridor Major Inveslment Study (MI8), a three-tler procass was
followed to develop, eveluate, and select sltematives and options. The evaluation process, conslstent
- with FHWA, FTA, and FDOT guldelines, provided both the quantitative and qualilative informallon
naeded for dacislon-making by FDOT, public officlals reprasenting the cortridor, interasted sasldents
and businasass, and the MPO, During tha Tler 1 evaluation the sbove list was narrowsd to four
altsmalivas and slx oplions for avaluatlon n the MIS/OEIS, Including No-Bulld and TSM Alternativas.
During tha Tlar 2 analysls, iwo MOS alternatives were Intraduced, The purpuse of the MOS
alternative was lo [dentify and analyze the shortast iransportation Improvement that was physleally,
econiomlcally, and operationally feaslble, Gompletion of the MIS/DEIS rapresented the conclualon

of the Tler 2 analysls.

The MIS/DEIS, which was approved by FHWA In Oclober 1088, identifisd the type and severly of
environmental ¢onsequences that could ocour if any of the alternatives wers implemented. The total
cost end beneflis assoclated with each alternative were Includad in an evaluation of the sllemallvas,
The financlal analysls presented the possible sources of funding for Implemenling the base
alternative. Trade-offs among the alternatives ware presented to faciiitate thd selsction of the LPA.
The evaluation also Included a comparison of the effeclivenaess of the alternatives In mesling the
project’s goals and objectives, as summarlzed below:

« Goal 1: Maximize mobllity for aroa resldents and workers. This goal Jooked at convenierics,
travel tmes, transfers, operatlons, alc, Only the mullimodal alternatlvas were able to maximize
mobliity In the erea. Allernative 60{10) provided the best highway operallons and travel times.

» Qoal 2; Improve South Florida reglonal conneclions. This goal primarlly looked &t lransit
connactions lo reglonal facilities. Agaln, only the multimodal alternatives were gble lo improve
reglonal connections, Bolh Allemalives 6¢(1) and 60(10) offered comparabls conngctions,

East-Wast Multimodal Corridor 6 09/28/98
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+  Goal 3: Mexlmlze efficiency of the transporiation system, This goal looked at transit rlps, dally
ima savings, highway capacily, and costs. In addition to the mullimodal alternatives, the highway
widening Allarnatlve 3d provided improvement in teavet ime savings, Although raled sacond lo
Alternaliva 6¢(10), followed by Alternative 8¢(1), this highway allemalive was the least costly of

the threa.

¢+ Gosl4: Integrale transportation in the communily and encourage improvad development patiems.
This goal looked al station area, community, relocation, trafflc, and construction Impacts.
Although the mulimodal alternatives provided development potentlal at {ransit stations,
nelghborhood coheslon, commerclal and residentlal relocations, and construction disturbances

were also important Issues.

s (Qoa) 5: Praserve and protect the environment. Al environmentat lssues, (ncluding alr, nolse,
water quality, cultural rasourcas, etc., were included with this goal. Evan though tha highway
Allernative 3d avolded the consteuction impucts asscclaled with the fransit guldeway, the
alternatlve caused alr quallly impacta higher than tha multimodal alternallves, Overall, bath
multimodal Alternatives 6¢(1) and 8¢(10) had lavels of Impatts simllar to each other, but nolse,
hiatorlc, and visual Impacts would be reducad with Alternative 66(10).

Pubilc Invalvemant and raview of the MIS/DEIS culminatad with a Notice of Avaltabliity published In
the Federal Reglster announcing a 46-day public comment perlod thel ran frarn November 3, 19985
to December 18, 1885 and Included two public hearings held in December 1086, Several agencles
and cltizens made comments regarding the study during the Public Hearings. The majority of
spenkers supported the projecl; many wanted to know If it could be bullt faster, A strong regard for
llne and station aesthetics, and transit line avallabllity and usefulness to the served communlty wers
exprossed. A pravalling senliment was for the preservation of communlty areas, like the Miami River
aren, Overtown, Fontalnebleau, and Grapeland Helghts, and historic sltes, such as the Freedom
Tower, A majorlly of the speakers who offered an allgnment praference cited Allernalive 8¢(8). (This
northern alternative overlaps soma of the transil market areas of the north-south Metroralf line end
misses ridershlp from Grapeland Helghts, Litle Havana, and other areas sast of Leeune Road and

south of SR 838.)

Based on ths analysis parformed for tha MIS/DEIS, all of the 6(c) translt alternativea ware found to
ba faasible, but with varying degrees of cosle and benefits. Following the public hearings and the
publle comment perlod, the staff, working In conjunction with the Technical and Policy Steering
Committeas, complated a report documenting the racommended alternative - 8c(1), This alevated
glternative runs through Overtown and passes along the northern edge of downtown Miaml. The staff
revommendaed this altemative based on the technleal and environmantal results, cost, and Input from
the publio and participating agencles, The racommended alternalive wes then appraved by il of the

varlous committees of the MPQ.

On March 7, 1996, the Dade County MPO Governing Board met to haar public comment and to aelect
the Locally Preferred Allernative. Numerous spaakers addressed the negative affect thet previous
highway and tranelt projacts had on the inner-gity communlty of Overlown. Many objacted to another
glevated system further dividing the community, Most citizena dld, howsver, support the project, bul

Eagl-West Multimodal Corridor 6 09/26/98
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ware split on thelr suppori for Alternatives 8c(1), 8c(S), and 8¢(10), Afler much debale, the MPO
selecled the multimodal Alternative 66(10) »the tunnel alterativa” which causad the least community
and environmental harm. Thus, Alterpalive 8(c)10 became both the LPA and the Envirenmentally
Prafarrad Alternative. In addition, the MPO selected tha MOS of this siternative, which includes a
translt line from the Palmofto Expressway (SR 826) to the Port with @ bored turinal under downtown
Miaml, twa HOV fanas to the MIC, all recommended highway Improvements to SR 838, and bleycla

and padestrian Improvements.

Basla for Declsion

For many reasons, Alternative 6c(10) offers clear advantages whun compared to the ather
allarnatives, albell st 2 higher cost, The advantages Include:

»  Causas the least demage lo the blologlcal and physical enviranment, By boring a tunnal under
the Mleml River and Biscayne Bay, Impacts are minimizad to these waler rescurces thal are
classiflod ag Aguatic Preserves and Qutslanding Florida Watara (OFW).

+  Avolds Impact lo seagrasses In Biscayne Bay, a valuable submergad community,

+ Avolds adverse impacts o Overtown, an historle black community affacled by pravious
transportation projects such as Metrorell, 1-95, and -396. This action complies with the
requirameni to avold negative Impacte on minority and low-Income communilles according to U.8.
Depariment of Transportallon (USDOT) Executive Order (EQ) 12098, Environmental Justice.
Overtown I8 also ona of the City of Miaml’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

nalghborhood target arens,

»  Avolds the visual and physleal impacts of en alevated struclura In the downtown area. Minimizes
lmpacts lo traffic and businesses during canstruction.

¢+ Avolds eny visual impact to Fraedom Tower, an higtoric siruclure,

« Reduces adverse Impacts ta the communily of Litle Havana, Significantly raduces the numbar
of regldantlal and business relocalions,

s Avolds Impacts {o tha communities of Grapeland Helghts and Spring Gardan, s
» Provides the best access lo the core of the downlown Mieml business distrlet including
Gavernment Center.

+  Wih a stallon at Governmant Center, It becomas part of a kay transportation hub, facilitating
conveniant lransfers 1o both the Inside and oulslde loops of tha Metromover (downtown
paoplemover), the Norh-South Metrorall line, and numerous bus lines,

+  Atlracts the highest net trunsit ridership. f provides premium rail translt service lo the moat
axtensive new geographical market area and transit-dependent population,

v Results In the lowest operating snd malntenance costs,

Durlng the Tier 3 evaluation, tha selected LPA was examined In greater detall, the allgnment was
further refined, and measuras to minimize harm lo the environment ware invesligated,

East-Wast Multimodal Corridor 7 00/28/g8
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Tha FEIS conlalns an udequate delalled slatement of the following: project description and purpese;
shart-term Impacis and long-tarm benefits; Irraversible and Irretrlevable commitment of resources;
measuras to minimize environmental harm; capital cosls, and oparalicns and maintanance costs,
In addition, the study adequately addrasses the projects potenlial efiacts on transporiation servicas,
Iraffic, frangit riderahip, accassibillly, neighborhoods, economic growth, natural rasources, parklands,
hisloric sltes, alr quallly, and nolse poliution, The propusal conforms to the Statos alr qualily
Implementalion plan and the Nalional Amblent Alr Quality Standards.

The statement has been coordinated with and sndorsed by apprapriate local, State, and Federal
: agancles and also made avallable for public comment and at public hearings. The commonls
recelved have been adaqualsly addressod in tha final staternent,

Measyras to Minimize Harm

All preclicable meaaures consldered to minimize environmenlal harm have been Incorporated into
the declsion regarding the preliminary design of the LPA. The foliowing measures may not only avold
or minimlza adverss sffecis, but may enhance exlsling soclal, economic, or environmental coandltions.
The mitigation measures/commitmants Incorporaled Into the project are descrlbed in detall In the
FEIS. The mora coslly or elaborate of lhese measures/commitments, which Factored in the declslon,
are summarized below, )

Measuras to Avold or Minimize Gommunily Impacs;

« The allgnment and station lecation at NW 27th Avenue were proposed by the ratall community to
be located at the rear of the commaercial bulidinga rather than in front of the bulldings and adjacent
{o NW 27th Avenue. The LPA avolds these bulldings by moving the allpnment lo ihe rgar agcass
(alley),

+ To avold spliiting tha Huntington neigliborhood In Wast Litlie Havana, the cltizens requasted the
alignment which uses the median of SR 838 wiih a crossover at the canal (Lawrence Waterway),

exiling al NW 17th Avenue,

.« Relocallon; In order lo minimize the unavoldable effacle of right-of-way (ROW) acguisition and
displacement of people, FOOT will implsment a ROW and relocation program In accordance wilh
Florlda Stalute (FS) 338.08 and tha Uniforr Relocation Asslstance and Real Property Acquisition
Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17). A case worker will be
nesigned to every rafacation site In the corrldor,

+ Conatruction will displace the La Petita Child Care Cenler. The Cenler, howaver, wil ba Integrated
Into tha stallon area development as a raquirement of the Davelopmont af Reglunal Impacls (DRI)
for the Watsrford office complex,

» AStatlon Area Aesthelics Daslgn Development (SAADD) pracess has baen establishad as part
of the East-West Multimedal Corridor and Is expected to continue throughout the Iinplementation

Fast-West Mulimodel Gortldor B 09/26/08
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of the selected {ransit Improvements, The SAADD program s directed at Idenifying, facllitating,
and enhancing development paliems along the transit line that compliments the transit
Improvemenls, The SAADD program seoks to develop programs for aesihallc treatment of the
new stallon facliilles consistent wilh the character of the surrounding community.

Moagures to Minimize Environmgntal Impacls:

+ Visual Exisling vegetation will be preserved for areas whera possible, to maintaln a visual buffer,
Pelalled landscaplng plans will be developed for areas whera adverse visual Impacls are
antlcipaled: the northarn tip of the Robert King High Park campground, where the construolion
of the guidewny will remova the existing visual screen; the mainienance faclllly separated from the
Flagaml nelghborhood by Lake Mahar; the Blue Lagoon station (NW 7th Street) where (he exlsting
vegetation currently shields the houses across the Tamiaml Canal; Miaml River Replds Minl Park;
the residential nalghborhood west of NW 17th Avenue at NW 7ih Sireet whors the reil line
traverses the east seclion; and the tunnel portal area In the vicinity of NW 13th Avenue.

+ Nolsg: Nolse walls will be constructed, where reasonable, feaslble, and deslred by the public, as
part of the SR 838 highway Improvemants and along the elavaled transit guldewey, In the locations
Indlcated In the Nolse and Vibration Study Report.

+ Conslruction Nolse: Anincrease In project area nolse lavels would oceur during the construclion
of the proposed projact. Generally, construction activity will oecur during normal working hours
on weekdays. Therefore, nalse impec! experienced by local residenls as a result of canatruction
aetivilles should not oceur during sleeping hours. Specific times when no conetruction activity is
pormitted will be spacified In the constriction gentract documents, Al provislons of the most
current edlilon of FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction will be
followed. Coordlnatlon with the local communlly end isw enforcament agencles wil be undertaken -

a prlor to commencing any construction aclivities to ensurs that construstion-relalad Impacts are

minimized or adequataly mitigated when work during non-daylight hours I8 required,

+ Vibration: A more dalalied vibration analysls wil be conducted during final doslgn and specific
mitigation will be recommendad at sites V8 and V7 by obtaining more Informatlon on soll
conditlons In tha areas of these structures. Durlng tunnal construction, vibratlon and settlement

E will b ménilorad to ensurs thal damage to existing struclures Is minimized, Special irack support
syatoms will Incorporatae reslilent rall fasteners, cubber pads, and othar technlques to reduce

vibratlon.

+ Wellands: Construction impacts to wellands and water quallty will ba avoided by eroslon conlrot,
turbldity control, end compllance monlloring. Loss of wetiand areas will ba replaced through
contributlons o reglonal mitigation projects. The offslie wetlands banking opllong offer restoration
or enhencamant mitigation beyond the urban area In a natursl environment, The recommended
conesplual miligation plan Is the use of the Hole-In-the-Donut Miligatlon Bank, located within
Everglades Nailonal Park, Miaml-Dade Counly, Florlda, providing at a maximum 4:1 welland
restorallon ratio lo ameliorate Impacls lo 0.91 ha (2.26 Ac) of emergent welland vegetation
assoclated with the construction of the East-Weat project, Of the 0.81 ha (2,25 Ac), 0.081 ha (0.2
Ac) Is actually part of an established 0.53 ha (1.3 An) conssrvation easement araa at Lake Mahar,
An additional 0.44 ha (1.1 Ac) will be required mitigation as requested by FDEP in a lplter dated
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July 24, 1998, for @ tolal 1.36 ha (3.38 Ac) of Impacted wellands. This bank optlon offers the bast
overall coat and replacemant ratlo relative lo the other banks,

+ Slormwater. As the project approaches final deslgn phases, further study lo confllrm the orlginal
stormwater analysis will be carrled out using analylical rather than numerlcal methods, Typical
slormwater faciiities posllioned above or immediataly adjacent to the tunne! route will be evaluated
to slimulate water lovel responses lo glven storm svents with and without the tunnal,

+ Contamination: Gontingency plans for contaminatedmazardous materlals will be part of tha final
dusign and conslruction phase of this project. Detalled conslruction management plans will ba
daveloped during the design of this project. These conatruction management plang will require
monitoring of besl management practices (BMPs), plans for meeting federal and state
requirements, and hazerdous materlals' reaponsa. A Level 2 contamination assessment will be
conducled during final design of the LPA, Where contaminalion wiil impact the project, a Level 3
ramedial action plan will be perdommed which Wil Insure that the project activilies will not
aexacerbate the conlamination. Close coordination with the appropriate regulatory agency will be
condugled throughout this process. The necasslty for a Level 2 and/or 3 tnvestigation will ba
determined after tha review of Mlaml-Dade County Depariment of Envirenmental Resources
Menagement (DERM) regulatory and compllance records during design and ptlor to conslruction,

+ Archagologicat Sites: Coordination wilh the Stale Historlc Pressrvation Officer (8HPO) to avold,
minimiza and miligate Impacts to potentlal archasologleal andlor historle altes will necur during al g
phases of design.

+ Parks: During the design phase of this project, FDOT will coordinate with the Metro-Dade County
Offlce of Community and Economic Devalopment, Historle Praservation Divislon, and the Cly of
Miami Parks and Recreation Dapartment to eddress the following Issues;

+ Pracautiona wilt ba taken lo preserve specimen live oaks at Miaml River Rapids Min! Park, some.
of which are more fhan 100 years old.

+ Provide a latler to the County Historlc Preservalion Divislon and the Cily of Miami Parks
Department et least 10 days prior lo any ground dislurbing activitles In the area of archasologlesl ;?
sensitivity at Mlam! River Raplde Min! Park.

v A pre-construction fence should ba placed on the south side of the rall easement prior lo any
exaavalions or clearing activities at Miaml River Rapids Park,

+ The existing visual screening vill be replaced after construction at the Robert King High
Park/Carlos Arboleya Campground.

« No storage of squipment, supplles, or fill will be permitted within the park during cansiruction
unless specifically necessary for the safe construclion of that segment within the exisiing park

boundarloa,

+ Al clearing for demolliion, removal of struclures, removel of potential hazardous wasle malerlals,
ramoval of trees, lree relocatlon, and tree planting should be subject to menltering by an
archaeologlal and reports filed with the FDOT, the County Historic Preservalion Divislon, Clty of
Miaml Parks Department, and City of Mlami Planning Department,
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¢+ Other COnstrucU_on Impacis: Maintenance of consiruction equipment will be closely observed by
the Construction Management inspectors to prevant the illegai disposal or mectdantal leakage of
any oll, chemicals, luel, elc. Consiruclion Impac!t controls, Including raquirementa for revagetation,
dust suppresslan, and nolse and. vibration control, will be intégrated Into the projecis contract
speclflaations, phasing and traffic coniral plans so that they can be enforcad by the contracting
officer end resident englnoers. The FDOT Envirenmentat Compllance Offlcer will review
construction staging and equipment stockplle plans, DERM and Florlda Departmant of
Environmental Protection (FDEP) wlil review confrac! dacuments for appropriate storm waler
management plana and sedimentalion and erosion centro} plans through the use of BMPs prior

to lesuance of perimiis.

Moasures to Avold or Minimize Specles Impacls:

Since the cormidor I In a highly urbanlzed area, there are few vegetatad wellanda and no intact
nalural communities thet will be disturbed by the project. Most inalances of wiidiife are transitory In
nalure excopt for the manatea.

+ Manatees: Construction In dasignated manatee areas will require strict conformance fo standard -
specifications for endangered spscies and the Slandard Manates Protegtion Conslruction h
Condltions, In addition, 8 manatee obsarver will be required and nighiime work will require
sufficlent lighting to ohserva manatees, Besides following U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (UBFWS)
and FDEP guidelines, the contractor will keap a log detalling =il sightings, Injurles, or killng of
manatess that occur durlng the contract perfod. '

+ Snakes: To minimize Impacts to Individual eastern Indigo and Miami black-headed snakes
encounlered during construction, a Technlcal Spoclal Provislon (TSP) will ba Included In the
construction contract o advise the conractor of the potential presence of these spaclas and thel

protecled stalus, :

+ Trees: During the final design phase, an Inventory of trass to be Impacted will be performad and
coordinated with the City of Mlarmi and DERM,

Enhancemants for the Community:

Greenspace; Land cleared for consiruction of the guldeway or tunnel will generally bs convertad or
reslored back lo pedestrian faciitlas, blkeways, parks, or greenspaces. Addlllonal opportunities to
enhance the projeot corrldor by crealing greenspaces will ba considared during final design,

Padeslrlans/Bleycles: As another enhancement measure of the linear landscaplng acheme, ground
level blcycle/pedostrian paths will ba constructed within the transit right-of-way under perlions of the
aerlal guideway, Bicycle paths (in the transit ROW) or Janes (along tha roadway) will be constructed
within the following segments: Palmetla sfation to NW 57th Avenua, MIC slalion to NW 27ih Avenua

slation, and NW 22nd Avenue lo Orange Bowi stalion.
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Qlher Commllments:

Survey Monumenis: If any of the plannad activities will disturb or destroy monuments, Nalional
Gooadatlc Survey (NGS) requlres 80 days notlfication. The final detelled cost eslimete will Include the
cost of relocaling any monuments,

Alrport: The final deslgn will consider *Any penetratlon of & runwey approach surface Including-the
helght of vehicles on the roadway may Impact the operation at Mlaml-Internalional Alrport (MIA),»
The final engineering drawings, when complated, must be coordinatad with the Federal Aviation
Adminisiration (FAA) via an FAA 7460-1 form prior to construction of the project to perform an
goronaullea! evaluation, '

HOV Lanas: The HOV lanes Included In the SR 836 hlgﬁway Improvements are planned as 3+ lanes
and wiil operate on & 24-hour basls, saven days a weok, ’

Menitering of Enforvement Program

FDOT haa developed extensive operating procedures to ensure compliance with the verlous
envirenmental commilmants, The FDOT's Enviranmental Commilment Compllance Program is
oytlined In the January 16, 1982, mamorandum from Mr. Paul N, Pappas, Sacratary, FOOT, In
addition, appropriate personnel from the FHWA Division Office participate In the development of
indlvidual projects to ensure that snvironmental commilmentu ara Incorporalad Into the project design
and construction plans. FHWA Transportation and Supsrvisory Tranapertatlon Engineers also review
the plans, specifications, end estimates for all Inlerstate Federal-Akl highway projeols to ensura that
ali snvironmsntal commitments have been implemented, ’

Determinations and Findings

Historlcal and Cullural Resources: The Florlda Siate Historlcst Preservation Officer has datermined

" that vihe proposed project will have no effect on hislerlc propertles listed, or sligible for listing In the
Natlonal Reglster, of olherwise of historical or architattural valus.” In addition, thera are no known
Natlonal Reglster-listed or eliglble arohaeological sites within the projects area of potentlal effacts;
therefors, the LPA would have no effact on archaeologlcal rasaurces.

Conformity with Alr Quallty Plans (40 GFR Part 03): The propoeed projact la located In an attalnment
area under malntenance status for ozone under the criterla pravided In the Clean Alr Act Amendments
of 1990, This project Is In conformance with the area’s Transporialion Improvement Program (TIP)
as appraved by FHWA, and Is In conformance with and Is conslstent with the current Federally-
approved State Implementation Plan (SIF) and the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficlency Act

of 1881 (ISTEA).

Floodplain Impact (EO 11088): Floodplaln encroachment {s negliglole; thers Is no regulalory flostdway
Involvernent on the proposed project and the project will not support fivodplaln development that ls

Incompatible with exlsting floodplaln management programs.

Waetlands Impact (DOT Order 5660.1 and Clean Waler Act Sectlon 401 end 404): Tha most significant
freshwater fealures In the area of the LPA ere man-induced wetlands assoclated with the numarous
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borrow plis and canels thal crisscrous tha area and provide a mechanism for floed control and acuifer
stablilzation. Amelioration of projact sffects to these areas would Involve mostly water quantity and
qualily Issues, Compensatory mitigation Is proposed only for the 0.81 ha (2.28 Ac) vegetated
emergenl walland habltais Jocatad at Leke Mahar and the SR 838/NW 67ih Avenue Interchangs. Of
the 0.84 ha (2.28 Ac), 0.08 ha (0.2 Ac) Is actually parl of an established 0.63 ha (1.3 Ac)
conservation easement aren al Laka Mahar, An additlonal 0.45 ha (1.1 Ac) will be required mitigation
as requested by FDEP In & letter daled July 24, 1998, for a total 1,38 ha (3.36 Ag) of impacted
wellands. The racommendsd conceptual mitigation plan is the usa of the Hole-in-the-Donut Mitigation
Bank, providing al a maximum 4:1 welland restoralion ratlo to ameliorate impacts assoclatad with the
construction of the East-Wes! project. Basad upon the bove consideration, FHWA and FDOT, In
conaultation with the eppropriate Fadoral, Sfate and local resource agencles, have datarmined that
there Is no praclicabls alternative to the proposed new constructien in weliends and the proposed
aolion Includes all practicable measures to minimize harm lo watiands which may resuit from such
use. The exact miligation acreage and ratio will be determined during the permitiing process.

Endangered Spacles Impact: FDOT, In consultation with the USFWS, found thet the project Is located
within the range of lhe West Indian manatee and the burrowing owl, None of the above spacles were
observed during fleld Investigations of the proposed project. Through Informal coordination with the
USFWS, It was determined that the propused aclion Is nol likely 1o adversely affect the manatee or
adverssly modify or deslroy hs designated criilosl hablat. If negessary pracautions are {aken for the
West Indlan Manatoo and the burrowing owl, then the project should not have any long-term Impacts
tu the threatensd and/or endangarad species polentially occunring within the project area. The most
current slandard menalea conditions would be applied durlng construction te snsura that thare are
no manatees In the srea during any work such as blasiing activitles or dredging and filling In

waterways,

Sectlon 4(f) Finding: (1) FHWA determined that even though Robart King High Park has besn
Identiflod as a Ssction 4(f) land, Section 4(f) has been found not applicable to the park due to the
proposad undertaking In the vicinily of the park. (2) the Miami River Raplds Mini Perk serves as a
passive park for the aron; howsvar, FHWA, In consuitation with the agency having Jurlsdiction over
the Park, has dalermined that the Park Is not significant for the communlty’s recreational needs.
Therefore, Sectlon A(f) was determined not to be applicable to this park. Althaugh this wag the
determination mads, the intanllon of FDOT and FHWA is to assure the presarvation of this park to

the extent posalble.

Economic, Soclal, and Environmentat Interests (49 U.S.C. Section 5324(b)): The anvironmental
record for the proposed profect consisls of the East-Wesi Multimodal Corrldor Study, Dralt
Environmental Imprct Statement, Major Investment Sludy, Oclober 1995 {the MIS/DEIS) producad
by FHWA with FTA as a cooparaling agency, and the Eosi-West Mullimodal Corridor Study, Final
Environmental impacl Statement, August 1998 (the FEIS) produced by FHWA and edopted by FTA.
Cumulatively, thess doecuments represent tha delsiled statement required by both NEPA and Federal
Transit Laws (940 U.8.C. Sectlon 5324(b)) on the environmantal Impact of the proposal, adverse
environmental effects that cannot be avolded, alternatives to the proposal, and Irreversible and
Irratrlavabla Impacts on tha environment. In addition, two public hearings on the MIS/DEIS conducted
by Fiorlda DOT In Decermber 19885, another publlc mesting on the locally preferred alternative held
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by the Dade Caunty metropolitan Planning organtzailon Board In March 1698, and the 45-day perlad
for wrltten public comments on tha MIS/DEIS, solleited through notlcas In the Miami Herald, offerad
adsquate opportunlty to prasent views lo &l parlles with u significant economic, sociel, or

environmental interest in the profect.

Aher reviewing ths svaluation of Impacts and elternatives prasented In the FEIS, and the written and
oral commenta offered by the public and other Intarested agencles, presented In Chapler 8 and
Appendices A, B, C, and G of the FEIS, FHWA and FTA have determined, In accordance with 49 i
U.8,C, 5324(b), that: An adequate opportunlly was afforded for the presentalion of views by all partles
with a significant economic, soclal, or environmental Interest |n the project; The preservation and
enhancement of the environmant, and the (nterest of the communlty In which the project Is located
were consldersd; and All reasonable steps have been taken ta minimize the adverse environment
effects of the projact, and whera an adverse environmental sffect remains, no faasibie and prudent

allarnative to the effect exists.

rhe Notlca of Avallability for the FEIS was publlehed In the Federal Roglster and the publlc comment
perlod ended Seplember 28, 1998, No comments were recelved.The approved FEIS Is in
conformance with the applicable proviskons of 23 GFR 771, and ) satisfactorily covers tha anticipated
environmental Impacts, including physlographic and cultural effects. Upon approval of the ROD,
coples of the FEIS will be disiributed as set forth in 23 CFR 771,126, S!'-{

ALsgal Sufficiency Finding has been oblalned from the FHWA's Reglonal CounN for tho FEIS and

this %f the Washinglon Olice is not required for this projact,
éou
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James E. St, John Susan E. Schruth
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