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Letter from the Chair: Cesar Castillo 
 

This year it has been an honor to have been chosen among my fellow Youth Commissioners to serve as 

Chairman of the Miami-Dade County Youth Commission (MDCYC) for the 2013-2014 Commission Year. 

From the start of my term my goal has been to encourage the individual Youth Commissioners to “own” 

their districts. Through this sense of pride for their community the Youth Commissioners have worked 

hands-on in their district in order to make their district a better place for youth as well as empower 

other youth to do the same. I would like to thank every one of the individual Youth Commissioners for 

supporting me as well as our staff at the Juvenile Services Department for being the backbone of the 

MDCYC. 

During my tenure as Chair, we have expanded to work harder on community projects that meet the 

needs of the youth of the Miami-Dade County. These projects include our successful first annual 

Women’s Leadership conference #WLC  in the month of March where we hosted panels of women 

community leaders including our female County Commissioners; through this project we reached over 

six-hundred students throughout Miami-Dade County. In an effort to promote good health and recruit 

prospective youth commissioners, the MDCYC took part in the Miami-Dade County Employee Wellness 

Fair in May.  Participating youth commissioners sponsored a table where they distributed information 

on the youth commission.  Additionally, youth commissioners led a friendly competitive game of 'Hot 

Potato'. 

In addition, as Chair I have had the privilege of overseeing new projects and initiatives within the Youth 

Commission. During this term the Youth Commission has created an ad-hoc Youth Development 

Committee charged with the task of creating new projects for the development of youth in Miami-Dade 

County. Through this committee, the Youth Commission is part of a team led by Career Source South 

Florida to coordinate three employability fairs for high schools students in Miami-Dade County, starting 

with the first one taking place this summer. Moreover, the Youth Commission is also taking on the 

challenge of youth health through a countywide ”Block Party” for youth taking place towards the 

beginning of the 2014-2015 school year in collaboration with Miami-Dade County Parks and Recreation 

Department. Additionally, in the month of May, Youth Commissioners started visiting a Head start 

Center in their district in collaboration with the Juvenile Services Department and support of the 

Community Action Agency and Human Services Department. At each center, the MDCYC read to the 

students and give them books so that they may start their own home libraries. This will be an ongoing 

project for the MDCYC in the fall. 

Throughout my time as District 6 Youth Commissioner I have learned the importance of the Youth 

Commission, with my Commissioner Rebecca Sosa serving as an invaluable mentor and support to me.  

The Youth Commission provides an effective vehicle for youth to become involved in their community; 

learn about how their county government works; and become leaders of their communities. I believe in 

the continued success of the Youth Commission and its members who will go on to achieve amazing 

things for their county, state, and nation. 



Commission Cycle 2013-2014 Highlights 
 

This year, Miami-Dade County Youth Commissioners participated in a unique bonding opportunity that 

enabled them to perfect their leadership and problem solving skills.  The activities Youth Commissioners 

took part in at the Florida International University Biscayne Bay Campus (FIU-BBC) Ropes Challenge 

Course facilitated their working together to solve complex problems involving physical activities.  The 

main goal of the program is to get participants to work in unison in order to find solutions to the 

challenging situation that is presented.  During the process, natural leaders emerged to guide the other 

participants.  Youth Commissioners also took part in the high ropes challenge that tested their 

perseverance and tenacity. 

Several members of the MDCYC recently visited Washington, D.C. to learn about the federal 

government's lawmaking process.  The youth commissioners toured the Capital and met with lawmakers 

from Florida to include United States Congresswoman Frederica Wilson, United States Senator Bill 

Nelson, United States Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, and United States Senator Marco Rubio.  

Youth Commissioners also had an opportunity to meet with their counterparts in that city.-the 

Washington, D.C. Youth Advisory Council- in order to network and exchange ideas. 

Inspired by the stories of some of the Youth Commissioners, the Miami-Dade Juvenile Services 

Department (JSD) has created the Trends for Success Boutique to assist  JSD clients, Youth 

Commissioners, and others in obtaining appropriate professional attire for job and scholarship 

interviews, first day on the job, and other similar events.  Youth Commissioners form part of the JSD 

working committee that is developing this project.  The boutique will be stocked with donated 

professional clothes and 'manned' by JSD staff.  It is scheduled to open in the fall of 2014. 

Under the leadership of Career Source South Florida, Miami-Dade Youth Commissioners were invited to 

be part of a working committee that is coordinating three (3) employability fairs in Miami-Dade County 

for high school youth.  The first of these will take place in the summer of 2014, and will include 

workshops on resume writing, interviewing skills, and a leadership session facilitated by youth 

commissioners.  Other collaborators for this event include Miami-Dade Economic Advocacy Trust Teen 

Court Program, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department (JSD). 

What was by far the most exciting event for the MDCYC, was the first annual Women’s Leadership 

Conference that honored all five (5) female County Commissioners and various influential women from 

around Miami-Dade County. Over 658 Miami-Dade County Public School Students were able to 

participate in the program, as well as 50 women who served as guest panelists at 4 different sites. 

The members of the MDCYC launched a Book for Tots Program to engage Miami’s littlest citizens to 

learn read and appreciate the importance of getting a well-rounded education. MDCYC members will 

continue this initiative in the fall of 2014 in all county districts. 

 



District 1 Report 
 

District 1 Youth Commissioners Travon Pierre and Saniorah Eduard have been busy representing the 

youth in their district by attending events, networking, and serving as leaders in the Youth Commission.  

This year, Youth Commissioner Pierre was voted as MDCYC Secretary and Youth Commissioner Eduard 

was voted as the Parliamentarian.  Youth Commissioner Pierre has brought cultural resources to the 

youth commission to include a summer musical theatre improv internship that will open doors to the 

arts for high school youth.  Youth Commissioner Pierre also attended a Sister Cities event in which 

cultural relations are established between foreign cities and Miami to improve cultural awareness and 

acceptance.  Youth Commissioner Pierre hosted an event to promote Haitian heritage among youth, and 

he represented the Youth Commission at various cultural events throughout Dade County showcasing 

youth performance.  Both of District 1 Youth Commissioners took part in the leadership building 

Challenge course activity at the Florida International University Biscayne Bay Campus and they walked 

on behalf of district 1 at the annual Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  They also played key roles in the 

first annual Women's Leadership Conference where they served as Moderators for the panel discussions 

held at Law Enforcement Officers' Memorial High School and Alonzo and Tracy Mourning High School 

Biscayne Bay Campus respectively.  Additionally, Youth Commissioner Eduard was a moderator at the 

opening conference which took place in the Board of County Commission Chambers, and she was a part 

of the MDCYC trip to Washington, D.C. where she was part of a group that met with lawmakers from the 

U.S. Florida Delegation and presented pertinent youth issues to them.  Both Youth Commissioners 

participated in the soon to be released MDCYC commercial. 

District 2 Report 
 

The 2013-2014 commission cycle year has been an interesting and empowering one for District 2 Youth 

Commissioner Jasmine Rose who represents County Commissioner Jean Monestime.  Serving as Chair of 

the Youth Development Committee and liaison between District 2 and youth of the North Miami region 

has allowed Youth Commissioner Rose to actively represent the youth in her district and engage in a 

plethora of activities while learning new skills. Youth Commissioner Rose worked diligently and closely 

with County Commissioner Jean Monestine to promote civic engagement and wellness among the youth 

of the urban community. Youth Commissioner Rose and fellow District 2 Youth Commissioner 

Emmanuel Dorvil also perfected their leadership and teamwork skills by participating in a Leadership 

Challenge Course with the other youth commissioners at Florida International University Biscayne Bay 

Campus. Sitting on the board of several committees, Youth Commissioner Rose has assisted in the 

planning of several youth initiatives to promote healthy living. Youth Commissioner Rose has also 

dedicated her time to reading to elementary school pupils and passing out schools supplies, serving as a 

young role model for future leaders. 

 



District 3 Report 
 

Youth Commissioner Doris Rodriguez, District 3 was able to interact with motivated youth leaders from 

all over the county and attend events that provided information on youth issues in the community. 

Earlier this year, Youth Commissioner Rodriguez attended an Anti- Violence Summit in her district 

facilitated by community leaders and sponsored by United States Congresswoman Frederica Wilson.   

The forum was open to the public and focused on the dangers our youth are faced with everyday not 

only in their communities but in their schools. There were parents, students and politicians alike 

interacting with one another and interchanging ideas, trying to come up with solutions to problems. In 

addition to this, many inspirational speeches were given to the entire public on what each person can do 

to help his community. 

Youth Commissioner Rodriguez also participated in the MDCYC first annual Women’s Leadership 

Conference. She attended two of the events, and co-moderated the second one at the Law Enforcement 

Officers’ Memorial High School.  The first conference took place at government center and showcased 

all the female County Commissioners.  The second conference was held at Law Enforcement Officers 

Memorial High School and a Panel of six was introduced to the entire audience of high school students 

ranging in gender and age.  This panel took turns not only explaining their career fields but the obstacles 

they had to overcome in their life time. As a moderator, Youth Commissioner Rodriguez helped take 

questions from students in the audience for the panel to answer. 

One of the most exciting events of this year’s commission was the trip to Washington D.C. that Youth 

Commissioner Rodriguez took part in.  Not only did this serve as an enriching experience to learn about 

the functions of our nation’s government but also as a bonding activity within the youth commission. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



District 4 Report 
 

As an innovative member of the youth in Miami Dade County, Youth Commissioner Jacob Narson was 

involved in activities around the county.  Throughout his tenure, Youth Commissioner Narson has been 

able to hone his leadership and teamwork skills in various ways, and through various projects. 

When Youth Commissioner Narson went to plant trees with Commissioner Sally Heyman, his appointing 

commissioner, in honor of the Federation of Women in Support of Israel, it was symbolic of his growing 

ties to the community of Miami Dade County and his Jewish heritage. Youth Commissioner Narson 

helped the tree find its roots, and the tree helped him find his own roots. 

By assisting with the Miami Dade County Women’s Leadership Conference, Youth Commissioner Jacob 

Narson was able to take a learning seat while watching his female colleagues take hold of the reins. By 

doing this, Youth Commissioner Jacob Narson learned what followers look for in a leader, first hand, 

improving his ability to act as a leader in his community and as a role model for others. 

While treking through Washington D.C. with his fellow youth commissioners from Miami, Youth 

Commissioner Narson was able to soak in what it truly takes to run a project, event, commission, and 

even a country! Having the opportunity to meet with another Youth Advisory Board during their visit, 

Narson was again able to see things a different way.  Exchanging ideas, procedures, and practices 

enlightened Youth Commissioner Narson to the fact that there are more ways than his, and some of 

those are better and more efficient. 

Youth Commissioner Narson has also taken initiative in creating projects of his own, such as his 

involvement with Miami Lighthouse for the Blind. He currently has an event in the works with his school 

band playing in conjunction with the Lighthouse band in order to raise money and awareness for the 

Miami Lighthouse of the Blind. It is planned for Winter of 2014.  Fellow District 4 Youth Commissioner 

Jacob Stern has been busy presenting his ‘Listen Up’ Project to schools in Miami-Dade County.  The 

program teaches students the appropriate ways to react if stopped by a police officer and developing 

leadership skills through debate competitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

District 4 Report 
 

Under the guidance of County Commissioner Bruno Barreiro and support from the Miami-Dade Youth 

Commission, District Five has taken initiative in promoting the welfare of its residents through various 

events. This past year County Commissioner Barreiro took it upon himself to distribute over 800 boxes 

of non-perishable items to the seniors of South Florida alongside the Miami Marlins.. Commissioner 

Barreiro also interacted with residents in need by participating in a workshop alongside S.A.L.A.D 

(Spanish American League Against Discrimination) which provided free assistance to those who may be 

facing foreclosure. 

Following in the footsteps of Bruno Barreiro, District 5 Youth Commissioners Estrella Quiroz and Genesis 

Felizola have actively participated and held events within their community to benefit many people. As 

President of AWARE Club (an environmental club in Miami Senior High), Youth Commissioner Felizola 

held many services where high school students gathered together and replenished several parks such as 

Amelia Earhart and Olinda parks by planting trees and assisting with other landscape projects. Youth 

Commissioner Felizola also coordinated AWARE club to assist with the Baynanza Cleanup held in Key 

Biscayne. Youth Commissioner Quiroz was able to help promote the growth of those in her community 

through her involvement in Interact Club where members dedicate their time to providing service within 

the community. This past year Youth Commissioner Quiroz was Interact Governor for all Interact clubs in 

South Florida and was in charge of hosting the Annual District Conference. This year’s conference had a 

superhero theme and was located at Miami Senior High School with over 300 South Floridians in 

attendance. Through several team building activities, ‘Interactors’ were able to experience leadership 

and teambuilding roles. Apart from being Interact Governor, Youth Commissioner Quiroz was also 

President of the Miami Senior High School Interact club which holds over 250 members and has served 

over 7000 hours since July 2013. Youth Commissioner Felizola was also Vice-President of this club that 

strives to follow their motto “Service Above Self.” 

The Youth Commissioners of District Five have had a successful year and would like to thank their guide 

and mentor County Commissioner Bruno Barreiro. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

District 6 Report 
 

The 2013-2014 commission cycle has been a busy one for the office of the District 6 Youth 

Commissioners through the collaborative efforts of District 6 Youth Commissioners Cesar Castillo and 

Joshua Kluthe, as well as the election of Youth Commissioner Castillo as the Chair of the Miami Dade 

County Youth Commission. This past summer, District 6 Youth Commissioner Cesar Castillo attended the 

out of school “Youth Safety Roundtable Meetings” where he met with several community leaders and 

county law enforcement to discuss how the Youth Commission can play an important role in a safe 

environment for youth inside and out of school. In continuation of last year’s Homeless Youth Project, 

the offices of the District 6 Youth Commissioners have also conducted a toiletry drive at Miami Springs 

Senior High School for homeless youth in Miami-Dade County. In addition, a Brain Fair/Walk was held on 

Curtiss Parkway in District 6 to promote Brain safety to youth and community members in collaboration 

with the City of Miami Springs, The Pilot Club of Miami, and Miami Springs Senior High Anchor Club In 

the month of November. Furthermore, the “Creating Community Change” Youth Empowerment Summit 

was held at Miami Springs Senior High School where District 6 Youth Commissioners Cesar Castillo and 

Joshua Kluthe presented to parents, community members, and students about staying safe inside as 

well as outside of school. 

This commission cycle has also seen the birth of the Miami Springs Youth Advisory Council in District 6 

which Youth Commissioner Castillo has supported since the beginning of his tenure; whereas, both 

District 6 Youth Commissioners were chosen to be members of this advisory board as representatives 

from Miami Springs Senior High and liaison’s to the Miami-Dade County Youth Commission and the 

Miami Springs Youth Advisory Council. There is still much ground to be covered as the offices of the 

District 6 Youth Commissioners aim to promote Youth employment in Miami-Dade County through the 

proposition of youth employment initiatives in collaboration with Career Source South Florida. They also 

aim to further address the homeless youth of our county through working with community 

organizations, expansion of the homeless youth project, as well as future initiatives. 

Moreover, District 6 is working towards county youth health as well as other projects in the southern 

parts of the district in northern Coral Gables and West Miami. This commission cycle has brought growth 

and development to the Youth Commission and because of this District 6 is becoming more proactive 

towards activities and initiatives making district 6 a better place to live for its youth. 

 

 

 

 



District 7 Report 
 

Youth Commissioner Gia Castillo participated in various events coordinated by the Youth Commission as 

well as others outside of the organization that have been enriching experiences, and have helped 

improve her perspective in regards to our community. Youth Commissioner Castillo helped coordinate 

and participated in the Women’s Leadership Conference. This event aided in inspiring young female 

future leaders that were able to be in attendance at the time. Along with a fellow youth commissioner, 

Doris Rodriguez, she had the opportunity to be a panel moderator, and introduce speaker Susan 

Dechovitz, the current director of the State Attorney’s Office of Human Trafficking Task Force and Unit, 

which was fortunately able to leave the audience in awe with her astonishing experiences and vast 

knowledge on the matter of her career. 

In May, Youth Commissioner Castillo Castillo and fellow youth commissioner Pablo Ortiz, were able to 

enrich the youth in our community in regards to the importance of reading via the Books for Tots Project 

by reading to them at their location in District 7. 

Youth Commissioner Castillo Castillo also participated in voluntary services at Shake A Leg, a non-profit 

organization that helps disabled children in need, where volunteers were able to raise funds for the 

youth that participate in the program.  District 7 Youth Commissioner Pablo Ortiz has served as the 

Youth Commission Historian and has developed a video presentation of the Commission’s 

accomplishments for the year.  The video will be shown at the televised Youth Commission meeting.  

Commissioner Ortiz also participated in the Youth Commission trip to Washington, D.C. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

District 8 Report 
 

As a representative for District 8 for the second year in a row, Daniela Nunez has become more active 

within her community through her internship with Vice-Chair Bell’s District Office. Youth Commissioner 

Nunez worked in Community Outreach. She helped create closer bus stops to retirement homes, help 

create movie nights for the families in District 8, and help choose places for Vice-Chair Bell’s “Work 

Days” which allow her to help small businesses and organizations within District 8. Youth Commissioner 

Nunez’s time as an intern at Vice-Chair Bell’s Office gave her the opportunity to become closer to the 

youth in her community, and it helped her learn skills and gain experience that she will use throughout 

her life. 

Within the Miami-Dade County Youth Commission (MDCYC), Youth Commissioner Nunez became the 

Advocacy and Legislation Committee Chair. As Chair of the Advocacy and Legislation Committee, Youth 

Commissioner Nunez helped plan future community outreach events which would make the youth of 

Miami-Dade more aware of Florida laws such as the Stand Your Ground Law. Youth Commissioner 

Nunez also participated in The Women’s Leadership Conference that The MDCYC held this year as a 

panelist which interviewed powerful women in Miami-Dade for high school students that are part of the 

Women of Tomorrow program which empowered and taught them how to ignore gender norms and to 

pursue leadership roles in their community. Youth Commissioner Nunez and fellow District 8 Youth 

Commissioner Shakira Santos learned leadership and team building skills during the MDCYC Ropes 

Course that was held at Florida International University which allowed her to become a better 

representative for their district. 

Also, Youth Commissioners Nunez and Santos had the opportunity to travel to Washington D.C to meet 

with Florida Congressional members and Senators, and also meet with the Washington D.C Youth 

Advisory Council. This was an enlightening and memorable experience for both of them, and it was the 

last push that made Nunez decide to pursue a life within the public sector. Youth Commissioner Nunez 

also became involved with The Town of Cutler Bay by giving a personal speech on leadership and 

perseverance in life regardless of adversity where Nunez inspired the youth of The Town of Cutler Bay 

Youth Council to pursue their dreams regardless of any obstacles they may have in life.  Santos 

collaborated on an immigration reform forum in her community in conjunction with the Dominican 

American Empowerment Council. 

 

 

 



District 9 Report 
 

District 9 Youth Commissioner Dezmarie Ferraro has participated in various Youth Commission activities 

this year.  These include the Challenge Course at FIU that develops leadership, teambuilding, and 

problem-solving skills, various tapings of the soon to be released Youth Commission 'commercial' that 

will serve as a marketing tool for the youth commission, and the Miami-Dade County employee wellness 

fair where youth commissioners distributed brochures and talked about what they do.  Youth 

Commissioner Dezmarie hopes to learn more about her district and the workings of the District 9 

Commission offices by applying for an internship there.  In this way she can better serve the youth she 

represents. 

District 10 Report 
 

Youth Commissioners Jose Leoncio and Haley Zilberberg represent District 10 which is represented by 

County Commissioner Senator Javier D. Souto on the Board of County Commission. Youth Commissioner 

Jose Leoncio is a current sophomore at TERRA Environmental Research Institute. He is serving his first 

term as a Youth Commissioner. Youth Commissioner Haley Zillberberg is a senior at Miami Killian Senior 

where she is an early admission student at Miami Dade College – Kendall Campus. This year Youth 

Commissioner Jose Leoncio served as moderator for one of the panels of the Women’s Leadership 

Conference which was sponsored by the Miami-Dade County Youth Commission.  At his home school 

Terra, he had the opportunity to interview successful women leaders from the community and 

introduce them to his fellow students. 

Additionally, Youth Commissioner Leoncio attended the Anti-Violence forum held in District 3 and 

hosted by Congresswoman Frederica Wilson, where he received firsthand information on how violence 

has affected many Miami-Dade County citizens.  Youth Commissioner Leoncio also participated in the 

Youth Commission trip to Washington, D.C. where he had the opportunity to meet Senators and 

Representatives from the State of Florida.  Youth Commissioners Leoncio and Zilberberg have met with 

County Commissioner Senator Souto to discuss possible events/activities to do within their district.  

Events and activities include having a Teen Town Hall Meeting, visiting elderly people with the 

Commissioner, and the possibility of a beautification project at the postal office.  These activities and 

events will be accomplished for the next commission cycle. 

 

 

 



District 11 Report 
 

The 2013-2014 commission cycle has been a very active and productive cycle for the Office of District 11 

Youth Commissioner Stephanie Pardinas and Anthony Potestad. District 11 Youth Commissioner 

Stephanie Pardinas conducted the "Creating Community Change" Youth Empowerment Summit at G. 

Holmes Braddock Senior High where she presented to parents, community members, and Students the 

importance of bullying and suicide prevention. Moreover, Youth Commissioner Stephanie Pardinas and 

Anthony Potestad assisted at the monthly Family movie nights hosted by Commissioner Zapata as well 

as participated in the American Cancer Society Relay for Life and the Rebuilding Together. In addition to 

this, Youth Commissioner Pardinas and Potestad participated in the "Roots of my Tree" Planting and 

dedication which is a joined effort between Commissioner Zapata and a Million Trees Miami to plant 1 

million trees by 2020 in order to maintain a clean and healthy environment for our youth and the 

community. Last but not least, Youth Commissioner Anthony Potestad helped out at the Veterans Day 

event in which he had the opportunity to speak with many veterans about their war experience, and 

they they both attended the MDCYC Washington, D.C trip. It has been a great and exciting cycle for 

District 11. County Commissioner Zapata alongside his  Youth Commissioners are planning on continuing 

to become more proactive towards activities and initiatives to make it a better place for the youth and 

the members of the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



District 12 Report 
 

As Vice Chair of the Miami Dade Youth Commission, District 12 Youth Commissioner, Natalia Gonzalez 

headed the Youth Commissions involvement in the “Veterans Day Parade”, hosted by her mentor and 

County Commissioner, Jose “Pepe” Diaz. She led a team of youth commissioners who created a letter 

writing campaign to ensure that veterans in Miami-Dade County received a letter from the Youth 

Commission, thanking them for their service to this country. The Youth Commission also participated in 

the first ever Miami-Dade Veteran’s parade by holding a sign before each war veteran group. 

Youth Commissioner Gonzalez and fellow District 12 Youth Commissioner Sophia Sardinas participated 

in the MDCYC “Team Building” Challenge course. Additionally, Youth Commissioner Gonzalez was a co-

chair to the committee that developed the MDCYC first annual Women's Leadership Conference 

featuring the five female County Commissioners.  She moderated the event alongside the honorable 

Patricia Ireland, a past president of the National Organization for Women in Washington, DC.  The 

female County Commissioners were asked a series of pressing questions ranging from the Equal Pay Act 

to pop culture to the perception of women. This event reached out to over 600 middle and high school 

girls and was a huge success. 

Only a few weeks after this event, the Youth Commission expanded its realm as it headed towards the 

national level, Washington DC. As Vice Chair, Natalia voiced the Youth Commission’s concerns and 

aspirations to representatives in congress such as United States Senators Rubio and Nelson along with 

House of Representatives members United States Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen and Wilson. 

Afterwards, they met with the DC Youth Advisory Council Commission to exchange ideas and youth 

related issues. 

Youth Commissioner Gonzalez also established an important relationship between the MDCYC and the 

Miami Dade Teen Court- an organization that decreases juvenile delinquency by interrupting the 

beginning stages of criminal behavior. Through the Youth Commission’s “Leadership Summit” that is 

hosted in partnership with the Teen Court’s annual event. This summit and partnership will be a 

continuing project for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



District 13 Report 
 

The 2013-2014 has been a successful year for the District 13 Youth Commissioners.  Youth 

Commissioner Julissa Higgins served on the Public Relation, Marketing, and Communications Committee 

for the MDCYC.  One of Youth Commissioner Higgins’ roles has been develop with ways to expand the 

presence of the Miami Dade County Youth Commission. This included the creation of a commercial that 

would further expand the outreach of the Youth Commission. In addition, Youth Commissioner Higgins 

also attended a screening of a film created by Youth, for Youth, entitled “Keeping It On” in an effort to 

further inform youth about teen dating violence and teach them to deal with such situations in the case 

it would arise. 

Furthermore, through the Student Government Association at her school District 13 Youth 

Commissioner Julissa Higgins has helped to facilitate the process by which students unable to afford 

school supplies will have access to these materials and she has also advocated for increased funds for 

textbooks, transportation, and lab equipment for science classes in order to improve students’ learning 

environment and accessibility to education. Additionally, at the district level, through involvement with 

the District Student Government Association, Youth Commissioner Higgins has helped collect books to 

pass out to children and teens with a passion for reading. In the future, District 13 also hopes to 

continue to make a lasting impact and create projects that could be expanded upon to better fit the 

needs of Miami Dade County’s Youth, whether by way of helping homeless youth lead better lives, 

making business attire accessible to teens looking for job opportunities, or simply creating an 

environment where all of Miami Dade County’s Youth have the ability and opportunity to thrive. Youth 

Commissioner Edwin Perez was the Lieutenant Governor of Key in South Florida, coordinating service 

projects in the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Recommendations 
 

Continuing Recommendations 
 

The Miami-Dade County Youth Commission continues to recommend the following to the Mayor and 

Board of County Commissioners of Miami-Dade County, Florida: 

CREATE A HIGHER EDUCATION RELATIONS BOARD 
South Florida is home to a number of both public and private colleges and universities that are well 

respected throughout the United States and State of Florida. Boasting approximately 245,000+ college 

students, we must ensure that our educational institutions are equipping the next generation of county 

and community leaders the skills needed to face challenge and thrive in the 21st Century Miami-Dade 

County Government.  The creation of a Higher Education Relations Board is a great offshoot of the 

county’s AIM: Actively Investing in Miami-Dade initiative. This board would coordinate activities and 

explore mutual concerns with institutions of higher learning, share best practices, maximize resources 

and engage the county in the education of college students by creating a county student engagement 

plan for BCC approval and recommendation from the Mayor. The board would ideally recommend 

programs and projects to the Mayor and Board of County Commissioners that enhance the relations 

between the County and local institutions of higher learning. A Higher Education Relations board would 

mirror the functions of the Miami-Dade County Youth Commission and the Miami-Dade County 

Community Relations Board. Membership would be a mixture of professors, school officials, college 

students and the Miami-Dade County Public School System representatives. 

REVIEW OF THE JUVENILE CURFEW ORDINANCE 
The Juvenile Curfew Ordinance was created around 1994, and when enforcement began to increase in 

the early 2000s, it was met with resistance by teenagers and activists. When the Florida Supreme Court 

found similar laws in the cities of Tampa and Pinellas Park unconstitutional, Miami-Dade County then 

decided to take a proactive approach to reevaluate its enforcement. Sometime around 2010, it was 

decided that the law would be enforced in the summer months, from the end of the calendar school 

year until August 31st. While the ordinance allows some exceptions, MDCYC recommends that the 

Mayor and Board of County Commissioners begin creating a plan of action to enforce the law in a 

practical, non-restrictive and evidence-based manner for the summer months. A plan that would be 

shared with various law enforcement and governmental agencies to safeguard our county’s youth in a 

coordinated response. 

 

 



 

CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY ON SHELTERS FOR HOMELESS YOUTH 
The Miami-Dade County Youth Commission has been involved in a number of projects related to 

homelessness. Several members of the youth commission have lead projects, coordinated food drives 

and participate in the “iCount Miami” campaign.  The Miami-Dade County Youth Commission is 

requesting that a study be conducted to determine if Miami has sufficient housing for youth who are 

homeless for both girls and boys. MDCYC also recommends that safeguards be examine to see if youth 

in these facilities are safe and treated properly. 

YOUTH FUNDRAISING 
The sight of minors walking alongside dangerous intersections, streets and road trying to fundraiser for 

school or youth-oriented programs is a very common one in Miami-Dade County.  In most cases, these 

youth may not necessarily be affiliated with an organization or may be going against the rules or 

recommendation of the organizations regarding to fundraising. This creates a potential liability for the 

organization that possibly may be misrepresented and have their standing in the community diminished. 

We recommend that Mayor and Board of County Commissioners begin rulemaking procedures to 

explore the possibility of regulating minors fundraising along roads, intersections and streets and that a 

permit process be established to ensure that allow parties involved have the proper clearance and are 

authorized to fundraise. 


