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1351 NW 12 Street  
Miami, Florida 33125 
EBS Engineering Project No. 820-2502646.02 

Dear Mr. Salisbury: 

EBS Engineering, Inc. (EBS) has completed the pre-renovation survey, invasive sampling 
and analysis of suspect asbestos-containing materials (ACMs) in the exterior soffit of the 
Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building located at 1351 NW 12 Street in Miami, Florida. The 
field sampling was performed on October 29, 2025, by Mr. Francisco Gomez of EBS. 
Authorization for our services was provided by Ms. Aundria Blatch on October 17, 2025. 
This report presents the project information, bulk sampling procedures, the analytical 
results with recommendations for the removal of ACMs identified, if any.  

EBS appreciates the opportunity to be of service to you and looks forward to our continued 
association.  If you should have any questions concerning this report, please contact us 
at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

EBS ENGINEERING, INC. 
Business License # ZA -0000069 

Francisco Gomez 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

EBS\820-2502646.02\REPORTS 
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I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

EBS Engineering, Inc. was contacted by Mr. Phillip Salisbury concerning pre-renovation 
survey, invasive sampling and analysis of suspect asbestos-containing materials in the 
exterior soffit of the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building located at 1351 NW 12 Street in 
Miami, Florida. It is our understanding that this sampling is necessary prior to the planned 
lighting replacement and for permitting purposes.  

The purpose of the invasive sampling was to locate and identify asbestos-containing 
building materials on the exterior soffit of the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building prior to 
any renovation or demolition activities which may disturb them.  The sampling of the roof, 
other interior or exterior areas of the building was not included in the scope of this survey.   

II. FACILITY DESCRIPTION

The designated renovation area is the exterior soffit of the Richard E. Gerstein Justice 
Building located at 1351 NW 12 Street in Miami, Florida encompassing approximately 
2,000 square feet. The building materials on the exterior soffit include; concrete panels.  

III. SURVEY PROCEDURES
General 

The invasive survey was performed by observing accessible building materials on the 
exterior soffit of the building.  The primary purpose of the survey was to locate, identify 
and assess building materials which were suspected to contain asbestiform minerals.  
Friable and non-friable asbestos-containing materials (ACMs) encountered during the 
survey are addressed in this report.  Friable materials, when dry, will crumble and release 
fibers under normal hand pressure, whereas non-friable materials will not. The sampling 
protocol used in this asbestos survey is in general accordance with Title 40, Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 763.86 and State of Florida Statutes.  

Bulk Sampling Procedures 

The bulk sampling procedures used for the collection of suspect materials first required 
the establishment of homogenous sampling areas, which are defined as areas of 
materials of the same type and applied during the same general time period. The 
homogenous sampling areas were then examined and representative samples of suspect 
materials were obtained from these areas. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has published guidelines and recommendations for obtaining samples of asbestos-
containing materials. These guidelines were followed during our survey, where 
appropriate. Additionally, samples of these materials were obtained at the discretion of 
our personnel based on past experience. 

Bulk samples collected during the site survey were analyzed by Polarized Light 
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Microscopy (PLM) coupled with dispersion staining.  PLM is an analytical method for 
asbestos identification which depends on the unique optical properties of mineral forms 
in the samples and specifically identifies the various asbestos types.  The optical 
properties are a result of the mineral's chemical composition, physical atomic structure, 
and visual morphology.  This is the recommended method of analysis by EPA for 
asbestos identification in bulk samples.  EMSL Analytical, Inc., the laboratory that 
analyzed the samples, has attained National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) accreditation through participation in the National Voluntary Laboratory 
Accreditation Program (NVLAP).  Percentages of the identified types of asbestos are 
determined by visual estimation.  Any material containing more than one percent (1%) of 
asbestos is considered by EPA and Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) to be ACM. 

The following suspect materials were sampled on the exterior soffit of the Richard E. 
Gerstein Justice Building during our survey: 

1. Gray Concrete Panel

IV. RESULTS OF LABORATORY ANALYSIS

Laboratory results of the invasive sampling revealed that no asbestos was detected in 
the three material samples obtained from the exterior soffit during our survey.  
Asbestos concentrations expressed within the laboratory results are based on visual 
estimation.  The point counting method of quantification is recommended for asbestos 
concentration below ten percent. The results of the three samples are summarized in 
Table 1.  The PLM results of each sample obtained during the survey is included in 
Appendix A.  
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TABLE 1 - SUMMARY OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS 
Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building 

Exterior Lighting Replacement  
1351 NW 12 Street 

Miami, Florida 33125 

SEQUENCE 
NUMBER 

SAMPLE 
NUMBER 

HOMOGENOUS 
AREA 

 
SAMPLE 

DESCRIPTION 

 
SAMPLE LOCATION RESULTS OF PLM 

ANALYSIS 

01 01 HA-1 Gray Cement Panels Soffit, Southwest No Asbestos Detected 

02 02 HA-1 Gray Cement Panels Soffit, Southeast No Asbestos Detected 

03 03 HA-1 Gray Cement Panels Soffit, North No Asbestos Detected 
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V. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of the invasive sampling revealed that no asbestos was detected in the 
three building materials samples obtained from the exterior soffit of the Richard E. 
Gerstein Justice Building during our survey.  The PLM results of each sample 
obtained during the survey is included in Appendix A.   

VI. QUALIFICATIONS

EBS observed the existing conditions on the exterior soffit of the Richard E. Gerstein 
Justice Building located at 1351 NW 12 Street in Miami, Florida using generally accepted 
procedures. However, there is always the possibility that some areas containing asbestos 
were not observed, inaccessible, or different from those at specific sample locations. 
Therefore, conditions at every location may not be as anticipated and as summarized in 
this report. In addition, renovation or demolition may uncover altered or differing 
conditions. We recommend that you notify EBS if any changed conditions are 
encountered so that we can assess the situation and its impact on this report.  
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EMSL Analytical, Inc.
19501 NE 10th Ave. Bay A N. Miami Beach, FL  33179

Tel/Fax: (305) 650-0577 / (305) 650-0578

http://www.EMSL.com / miamilab@emsl.com

172506281EMSL Order:

Customer ID: EBSE50

Customer PO:

Project ID:

Attention: Phone:Francisco Gomez (305) 625-5252

Fax:EBS Engineering, Inc. (305) 625-7110

Received Date:4715 NW 157th St. Ste 202 10/29/2025 11:09 AM

Analysis Date:Miami, FL  33014 10/29/2025

Collected Date: 10/29/2025

Project: Gerstein - Exterior

Test Report: Asbestos Analysis of Bulk Materials via AHERA Method 40CFR 763 Subpart E 

Appendix E supplemented with EPA 600/R-93/116 using Polarized Light Microscopy

Sample Description Appearance % Fibrous % Non-Fibrous

Non-Asbestos Asbestos

% Type

01

172506281-0001

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray

Non-Fibrous

Heterogeneous

Concrete

02

172506281-0002

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray

Non-Fibrous

Heterogeneous

Concrete

03

172506281-0003

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray

Non-Fibrous

Heterogeneous

Concrete

Analyst(s)

Natalie Guerra (3) Kimberly Wallace, Laboratory Manager

or Other Approved Signatory

EMSL maintains liability limited to cost of analysis. Interpretation and use of test results are the responsibility of the client. This report relates only to the samples reported above, and may not be 

reproduced, except in full, without written approval by EMSL. EMSL bears no responsibility for sample collection activities or analytical method limitations. The report reflects the samples as received. 

Results are generated from the field sampling data (sampling volumes and areas, locations, etc.) provided by the client on the Chain of Custody. Samples are within quality control criteria and met 

method specifications unless otherwise noted. The above analyses were performed in general compliance with Appendix E to Subpart E of 40 CFR (previously EPA 600/M4-82-020 “Interim Method”) 

but augmented with procedures outlined in the 1993 (”final”) version of the method.  This report must not be used by the client to claim product certification, approval, or endorsement by NVLAP, NIST 

or any agency of the federal government. Non-friable organically bound materials present a problem matrix and therefore EMSL recommends gravimetric reduction prior to analysis. Unless requested 

by the client, building materials manufactured with multiple layers (i.e. linoleum, wallboard, etc.) are reported as a single sample. Estimation of uncertainty is available on request.

Samples analyzed by EMSL Analytical, Inc. N. Miami Beach, FL NVLAP Lab Code 200204-0

Initial report from: 10/30/2025 12:18:12

Page 1 of 1ASB_PLM_0008_0002 - 2.31 Printed: 10/30/2025 12:18 PM
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CERTIFICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Julie I. Brown, SecretaryRon DeSantis, Governor

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

ASBESTOS LICENSING UNIT
THE ASBESTOS BUSINESS ORGANIZATION HEREIN IS LICENSED UNDER THE

PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 469, FLORIDA STATUTES

EBS ENGINEERING INC

Do not alter this document in any form.

BENJAMIN S. ESSIEN

LICENSE NUMBER: ZA0000069

This is your license. It is unlawful for anyone other than the licensee to use this document.

4715 NW 157 ST STE 202
MIAMI                FL 33014

EXPIRATION DATE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2025 
Always verify licenses online at MyFloridaLicense.com

https://www.myfloridalicense.com/LicenseDetail.asp?SID=&id=170d5bc75b708ae66e1c52bc2e423148
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