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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANTS (NTPC) 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT (WASD)
GEOTECHNICAL SERVICES, STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT, MATERIALS TESTING, AND OTHER QUALITY ASSURANCE SERVICES FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
STRATEGIC PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT (SPD) PROJECT NO. E26WS02










NTPC AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION:	
XXXXX, 2026
	
PRE-SUBMITTAL PROJECT BRIEFING TO BE HELD:
(While attendance is not mandatory, interested parties are encouraged to attend. The person responsible for submitting a proposal in INFORMS is strongly encouraged to attend.)
 _______, 2026 at __:00 AM (Local Time)
WASD DOUGLAS BUILDING
3071 SW 38th Ave
First Floor, Conference Room No. 156A
Miami, FL 33146

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF QUESTIONS:	
XXXXX, 2026 AT 2:00 P.M. (Local Time)

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY CONTACT FOR THIS SOLICITATION:
Ana M. DaSilva, A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator
Strategic Procurement Department (SPD)
111 NW 1st Street, Suite 1920, Miami, Florida 33128
Telephone: (305) 375-2037
E-mail: ana.dasilva@miamidade.gov   

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF PROPOSALS: 
XXXXX, 2026 AT 2:00 P.M. (Local Time)

[bookmark: _Hlk218775923][bookmark: E26WS03_Future_Sol_2026-7-10_Final.pdf]The County Mayor, Miami-Dade County (County), pursuant to Section 287.055, Florida Statutes, Sections 2-8.1 and 2-10.4 of the County Code, Implementing Order 3-34 and  3-39, and the Consent Decree and Capital Improvement Programs Acceleration Ordinance Section  2-8.2.12 of the County Code, announces that Miami Dade County Water and Sewer Department (WASD) is seeking two (2) A/E consultants to provide geotechnical services, structural assessment, materials testing, and other quality assurance services for water and wastewater infrastructure projects.

For the purpose of preparing and submitting a Proposal, the following shall be the order of precedence:

1. Addenda to the Notice to Professional Consultants (NTPC)
2. Notice to Professional Consultants (NTPC)
3. Draft Professional Services Agreement (PSA)
4. Referenced Codes and Standards 

It is the policy of Miami-Dade County that all elected and appointed County officials and County employees shall adhere to the Public Service Honor Code (Honor Code). The Honor Code consists of minimum standards regarding the responsibilities of all public servants in the County. Violation of any of the mandatory standards may result in enforcement action. See, Implementing Order (“ I.O. “7-7).

Pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 287.05701, Proposers are hereby notified that the County will not request documentation of, or consider, the social, ideological or political interests of a Proposer when determining if a Proposer is a responsible vendor nor will the County give preference to a Proposer based on the Proposer’s social, ideological or political interests. Therefore, nothing in this NTPC shall in any way be utilized to request documentation relating to or authorizing consideration of a Proposer's social, political, or ideological interests when determining if the Proposer is a responsible vendor or to give a preference to a Proposer based on the Proposer's social, political, or ideological interests.

The following project specific documents may be requested from the A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator denoted above as they become available: Selection Committee Appointment Memoranda, Pre-Submittal Project Briefing Attendance List, List of Respondents, Schedule of Presentations as applicable, and Evaluation Meeting Tabulation Sheets showing final rankings.


[bookmark: _Hlk227933516][bookmark: _Hlk173505826]PURSUANT TO REVISIONS TO MIAMI-DADE COUNTY IMPLEMENTING ORDER 3-39, TIE BREAKING PROCEDURES, AND SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS AMONGST OTHERS HAVE CHANGED.
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DIVISION 1.0   PROCEDURES AND SCOPE OF SERVICES

1.1	DEFINITIONS
The following definitions, as well as additional terms necessary for understanding the provisions of this solicitation, are defined in Implementing Order (“I.O.”) 3-39.  Subject legislation may be obtained via the internet at www.miamidade.gov, or from the Clerk of the Board (COB); refer to Division 2.2 for COB location.

a) A/E: Architectural and engineering.
b) A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator: The person designated by the County as the primary contact for this solicitation, whose name appears on the cover of this NTPC.  Synonymous with the term “Contracting Officer”.
c) BCC: Board of County Commissioners.
d) BMWS: Business Management & Workforce System: Shall refer to the County’s web-based system used to report all Miami-Dade County A/E, Design-Build and Construction contracts awarded and payments to Prime(s) and Subconsultants/Subcontractors. 
e)    COB: Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.
f) County: shall refer to Miami-Dade County, Florida.
g) CSC: Competitive Selection Committee.  As defined in Section 2-10.4 (5) of the Code, the committee appointed by the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to evaluate qualifications and performance of the firms requesting consideration for the specific project, and select the most qualified firm (s) to perform the services.
h) Consultant: Respondent that receives an award of a contract, from the County, as a result of this solicitation.  Consultant is also synonymous with the term “prime consultant”.
i) Contract: Synonymous with the term “agreement.”  An agreement refers to the Professional Services Agreement (PSA).
j) Experience and Qualifications: An aptitude and knowledge/familiarity factor which shall be considered by the appointed CSC during the evaluation process.
k) INFORMS: Integrated Financial Resources Management System: shall refer to the technology utilized to track budget, procurement (including soliciting and receiving bids through the Strategic Sourcing module), as well as human resources, and financial operations for the County. 
l) LOQ: Letter of Qualifications.  A two-page document identified in this NTPC, which will be utilized by Miami-Dade County to obtain information from A/E firms about their qualifications. Subject LOQ is required to be submitted on or before the deadline for receipt of proposals.
m) Non-Responsive: Term utilized to identify a proposer, who in the County’s sole discretion, has not complied with all the material requirements outlined in the solicitation, as applicable.  Those proposers who are found non-responsive may not be considered for contract award.
n) NTPC: Notice to Professional Consultants.  A document soliciting professional A/E services. Subject document contains scope description, technical certification requirements, applicable contract measures, data sheets (forms to be completed and submitted as part of the proposal), and submission dates.
o) Strategic Procurement Department (“SPD”) which serves as the centralized department for the purchase of goods, services, including professional architectural /engineering services under the Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act(“CCNA”), Sec. 287.055, Fla. Stat.   and capital projects by the County, its agencies and instrumentalities. 
p) Preference: Term utilized to identify positive evaluation consideration granted, by the appointed CSC, to consultants demonstrating favored experience, as denoted in Section 1.3, Scope of Services.
q) Pre-Qualification Certification: An annual certification process required of all firms providing A/E, landscape architectural, land surveying and mapping professional services pursuant to Miami-Dade County professional services agreements.  
r) Project: Shall mean that fixed capital outlay study or planning activity as defined in Section 2-10.4(1) (e) (1) and (2), of the Code. 
s) Proposer: The person, firm, business entity, or organization submitting a response to this solicitation. Term is synonymous with the words “submitter” and/or “respondent.”
t) PSA: Professional Services Agreement. Synonymous with the term “contract.” 
u) Qualifier: A full-time professional employee of the firm whose project references comply with the specific Technical Category requirements and are listed on the Technical Certification Form 2 on file with Miami-Dade County. 
v) Responsive: Term utilized to identify a proposer who, in the County’s sole discretion, has complied with all the material requirements outlined in the solicitation, as applicable.
w) SBE-AE: Small Business Enterprise Architecture and Engineering Firm: Shall mean a firm certified to provide architectural, landscape architectural, engineering or surveying and mapping professional services. 
x) SBE-G: Small Business Enterprise Goods Firm: Shall mean a firm certified to provide any tangible product, material or supply.
y) SBE-S: Small Business Enterprise Services Firm: Shall mean a firm certified to provide services for public or private consumption that does not consist of goods, construction or A/E services.
z) Technical Certification: Comprehensive review by the County Technical Certification Committee affirming a firm’s eligibility to provide professional services to the County in various technical categories.
aa) UP: Utilization Plan: Means the plan whereby Proposer submits via the County’s BMWS its commitment that if awarded the agreement, it will enter into written subconsultant/subcontractor agreement(s) with the identified SBE-A/E or SBE-G/S for the scope of work and at the percentages set forth in the Utilization Plan within the time frame specified by SPD’s Training & Business Outreach Team.

[bookmark: _Hlk157603726]1.2       NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC BIDDING
[bookmark: _Hlk176797510][bookmark: _Hlk126247503]This NTPC is being solicited electronically through the INFORMS. Electronic bids are to be submitted through a secure mailbox at INFORMS (https://supplier.miamidade.gov) until the date and time indicated in this Solicitation document. It is the sole responsibility of the Proposer to ensure their proposal reaches INFORMS before the Solicitation closing date and time. There is no cost to the Proposer to submit a proposal in response to a Miami-Dade County solicitation via INFORMS. Electronic proposal submissions require the uploading of electronic attachments and Proposers must CONFIRM their proposal (acknowledge) in order for the proposal to be received by the County through INFORMS. The submission of attachments containing embedded documents or proprietary file extensions is prohibited. All proposals received and time stamped through the County’s INFORMS system, prior to the proposal submittal deadline shall be accepted as timely submitted. If you submit your Proposal and subsequently an Addendum is issued, failure to resubmit the Proposal by clicking on the “Submit Bid” button, after acknowledging Addenda or making any edits to your Proposal in INFORMS, will result in your Proposal not being received by the County.  The circumstances surrounding all proposals received and time stamped after the proposal submittal deadline will be evaluated by the procuring department in consultation with the County Attorney’s Office to determine whether the proposal will be accepted as timely. Proposals will be opened promptly at the time and date specified. The responsibility for submitting a proposal on or before the stated time and date is solely and strictly the responsibility of the Proposer. The County will in no way be responsible for delays caused by technical difficulty or caused by any other occurrence. All expenses involved with the preparation and submission of proposals to the County, or any work performed in connection therewith, shall be borne by the Proposer(s). For information concerning technical specifications please utilize the question/answer feature provided by INFORMS at https://supplier.miamidade.gov within the solicitation. If there are any questions regarding INFORMS, please contact INFORMS Support at 305-375-5773 or email: ISD-VSS@miamidade.gov.

Proposers are encouraged to access the link below to assist with submission of responses to the Solicitation:
https://www.miamidade.gov/technology/library/informs/job-aid/submit-a-bid.pdf

No part of your proposal can be submitted via HARDCOPY, EMAIL, OR FAX, unless otherwise expressly directed by the solicitation documents.  

1.3	SCOPE OF SERVICES AND TERMS
The scope of work encompasses soils, foundations, geotechnical engineering, materials testing, structural assessments, and other quality assurance services related to the improvement, upgrades and expansions of water and wastewater treatments plants, pump stations, collection, distribution and transmission piping, and all related facilities as necessary to ensure critical infrastructure improvements are planned, designed, and constructed in a safe, code-compliant, technically sound, and cost-effective manner.

The County intends to retain two (2) qualified consultant/team of firms for two (2) Non-Exclusive Professional Services Agreements (PSAs), each with an effective term of six (6) years and each with an estimated contract amount of $1,500,000, exclusive of any contingencies and dedicated allowances.

The following rotational methodology will be used by WASD Department when assigning work to the awarded A/E firms for this project.  These factors will be evaluated by the staff and presented to the Director or Director’s designee for their approval.

•	Workload
•	Capabilities of the team
· Location of the project.
•	Schedule(s)
•	Familiarity with the location and infrastructure
•    Conflicts of Interest mitigation

No minimum amount of work or compensation is promised to the retained consultants.  The County reserves the right to re-use the work products of the retained consultant(s) and to retain other consultants to provide the same or similar services at its sole discretion.

Preferred Experience and Qualifications:
The Prime Consultant should be a full-service geotechnical, materials testing engineering firm, experienced in similar facilities. Qualified firms should have proven successful experience with quality assurance/quality control, soils, foundations, and geotechnical engineering, material testing, condition evaluation and structural assessment, and with proven history of performance. The successful experience of the above items shall be demonstrated prior to the date of this solicitation.

The Prime Consultant should provide a list of members of the proposed team, identifying the project/contract manager, and the team leaders for key specialties. The Prime Consultant should describe the firm's Quality Control and Assurance procedures pertaining to field sample collection, laboratory testing, transmission and storage of data, and document management. The Prime Consultant should also describe any specific software/application that is used to collect, store, manage, and report on data from the work conducted in the field under this contract, method of communications, and reporting of such data to all project stakeholders for any project.

The Prime Consultant should provide descriptions of two (2) successfully completed projects where similar services of each listed technical categories were provided prior to the date of this solicitation. The description shall include the client (i.e., municipality or agency), key project staff, the project name, a summary of the work performed, the contract amount, the project schedule (to include start and completion dates), the specific role of the prime firm, the achievements (e.g., projects delivered on schedule, dollars saved, new technologies utilized), and a client reference and contact information.

The Prime Consultant should also have a Construction Materials Engineering Council Certification for a laboratory that is located in Miami-Dade County.

The Subconsultants should provide a description of two (2) projects that are relevant to the scope of work that they will be performing under this Professional Services Agreement. The descriptions shall include the client (i.e., municipality or agency), key project staff, a summary of the work performed, the contract amount, the project schedule (to include start and completion dates), the specific role of the subconsultant firm, the project's achievements, and client reference and contact information.

The expertise must be met by a qualified individual(s) of the prime and/or sub-consultant firm(s), as applicable. The experience must be demonstrated by direct or substantial involvement of the individual(s) in a supervisory capacity at the Project Manager level or above. The determination of the individual’s qualifications and compliance with the experience and qualifications and preference stipulations shall be at the sole discretion of the County. The Competitive Selection Committee (CSC) may negatively evaluate proposals from firms they determine have failed to meet the above referenced experience and qualification(s). Information regarding the experience and qualification(s) and preference stipulations, for the Prime consultant, A/E sub consultants, and non A/E sub-consultants, must be included in the A/E Experience & Qualification/Preference/Reference Form, this form may be submitted more than once per individual Team member firm as applicable.

1.4	A/E TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
  9.01	Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Drilling, Subsurface 
           Investigations and Seismographic Services (PRIME)
  9.02	Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Geotechnical and Materials Engineering Services (PRIME)
  9.03	Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Concrete and Asphalt Testing Services 
  9.04	Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Non-Destructive Testing and    
           Inspections Services
10.02	Environmental Engineering – Geology Services
 10.05	Environmental Engineering – Contamination Assessment and Monitoring
 10.06	Environmental Engineering – Remedial Action Plan Design
 10.07	Environmental Engineering – Remedial Action Plan Implementation / Operation /                      
           Maintenance	

To satisfy the technical certification requirements for the requested services, valid technical certification in all of the above-specified area(s) of work must be held by a firm responding as a sole respondent, or a team of firms.  Teams of firms must designate one of its members as the “prime consultant”.  The Prime Consultant will be held responsible for the coordination of all work and must hold technical certification in categories 9.01 - Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Drilling, Subsurface Investigations and Seismographic Services and 9.02 - Soils, Foundations and Materials Testing – Geotechnical and Materials Engineering Services. Joint ventures are not allowed. Firms that list other areas of work as supplements to the required technical certifications must also be certified for those supplemental areas. See Section 1.7 for more information regarding the Pre-Qualification and Technical Certification process.

1.5	CONTRACT MEASURE(S)
The Miami-Dade County Small Business Enterprise (SBE) measure is:
	Two (2) Agreements each with 

SBE-A/E Tier 4 – 100% Set Aside

NOTE: All participating A/E sub-consultants must be SBE Certified as a Tier 3, Tier 2, or Tier 1 firm.

(Refer to – Small  Business Enterprise (SBE-A/E) Program for the Purchase of Professional Architectural, Landscape Architectural, Engineering, or Surveying and Mapping Services Implementing Order (“I. O”) 3-32 

Proposers shall include all firms meeting SBE contract measures in the Letter of Qualifications (LOQ) Form. Otherwise, the County may find the Team noncompliant with the SBE Contract Measures applicable to this solicitation.  

Proposed participating A/E SBE firms must have a valid Miami-Dade County SBE Miami Dade County Technical Certification by the response deadline of this solicitation. Please note that Miami Dade County Technical Certification (TC) and SBE Technical Certification Categories (TCC) are two separate certification programs.  Certification in one program does not automatically grant participation in the other. To comply with this solicitation, firms must possess both TC and SBE TCC.
  
Failure to complete the required Utilization Plan online via the County’s Business Management Workforce System shall render the proposal non-compliant.  

A/E SBE Goals or Measures may only be met by firms identified in the Letter of Qualifications for those Technical Certifications listed in Section 1.4	A/E TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.

1.6	TEAMING RESTRICTIONS
Respondents must select between submitting as a prime consultant or sub-consultant when responding to a specific solicitation.  All affected proposals, wherein the respondent is in violation of this condition, shall not be considered.

Consultants electing to submit as a prime consultant may only respond once to a solicitation, and are limited to participation in a single team.  If submitting as a prime consultant, the prime consultant may not participate as a sub-consultant on the same solicitation. 

If a prime consultant or sub-consultant fails to adhere to the restrictions stated above and participates in more than the outlined maximums, then all affected proposals shall be found non-responsive. 

1.7	PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TECHNICAL CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
In accordance with Chapter 2, Section 2-10.4, of the County Code, and I.O. 3-39 of Miami-Dade County, all firms and/or individual consultants properly licensed to provide architectural / engineering (“A/E”), landscape architectural, land surveying and mapping services, must be Pre-Qualified and Technically Certified. For more information, please visit the following link: Pre-Qualification Certification Process and refer to I.O. 3-39.  Furthermore, if an individual is providing services that require technical certification by Miami-Dade County, then said individual is required to have the relevant certification(s).  Individuals who are not technically certified will not be allowed to perform work for those scopes of work requiring technical certification. Any change (e.g. termination, resignation, etc.) in a qualifying agent (Qualifier), must be immediately reported in writing to the Technical Certification Committee, through SPD. Failure to notify the Committee will result in the termination of your current certification and a possible denial of any future certification requests. 

Proposers (prime and/or sub-consultants) failure to be technically certified at the time of proposal submittal, as applicable, shall cause the proposal to be deemed non-compliant.

For non-project specific questions regarding Miami-Dade County's A/E Technical Certification and Certification Committee meeting dates, please contact Nubia Gonzalez, SPD, at (305) 375-5637.  Technical Certification application submission deadline dates and Technical Certification meeting dates may be accessed via the web at http://www.miamidade.gov/procurement/pre-qualification-and-technical-certification-process.asp

PLEASE VERIFY EACH TEAM MEMBER PROVIDING A/E SERVICES HAS AN APPROVED PRE-QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATION PRIOR TO THE RESPONSE DEADLINE. 

1.8	REPORTING OF SUBCONSULTANTS PAYMENTS VIA THE COUNTY’S WEB-BASED SYSTEM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT WORKFORCE SYSTEM (BMWS)
The Prime A/E firms are responsible for reporting via the BMWS all payments made to each subconsultant participating in a County project and verification of payments received must be confirmed by the subconsultant via BMWS.    

1.9	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/ADDENDA
Requests for additional information or clarifications must be made in writing and submitted using the question/answer feature provided by INFORMS at https://supplier.miamidade.gov. Subject requests must be submitted no later than the deadline for receipt of questions shown on the cover page of this NTPC.  

The County will issue responses to inquiries and any other supplements, corrections or amendments it deems necessary in the form of written addenda; subject addenda will be issued prior to the deadline for receipt of proposals.  Proposers should not rely on any representations, statements, or explanations other than those made in this NTPC or in any written addenda to this NTPC. Where there appears to be conflict between the NTPC and any addenda, the last addendum issued shall prevail. It is the proposer’s responsibility to assure receipt of all addenda.   

Interested firms who obtain copies of this NTPC from sources other than through INFORMS risk the potential of not receiving project addenda.  Such firms are solely responsible for those risks.  

1.10 	NTPC AVAILABILITY
[bookmark: _Hlk176798069]A solicitation notification will be forwarded electronically to all parties who have registered with INFORMS with category code “99999” for A/E in their profile. The NTPC and accompanying documents may be obtained electronically through INFORMS. Register on INFORMS at https://supplier.miamidade.gov to respond to solicitations.

1.11	APPLICABLE LEGISLATION 
The selected consultant will be required to abide by all applicable federal, state, and local laws, as amended.  The following are among the applicable laws:

Florida Statute(s)
· Section 119.07: Inspection and Copying of Records; Photographing Public Records; Fees; Exemptions.
· Section 119.0701: Contracts; Public Records
· [bookmark: _Hlk218760850]Chapter 125, County Government 
· Chapter 163:  Intergovernmental Programs
· Chapter 186: State and Regional Planning
· Section 215.473: Divestiture by the State Board of Administration; Sudan; Iran
· Section 215.4725: Prohibited investments by the State Board of Administration; companies that boycott Israel.
· Section 286.011: Public Meetings and Records 
· Section 286.0113—General Exemptions form Public Meetings 
· Section 287.001: Procurement of Personal Property and Services
· Section 287.055: Consultants Competitive Negotiation Act
· Section 287.133: Public Entity Crimes
· Section 287.135: Prohibition against contracting with scrutinized companies
· Section 287.138: Contracting with entities of foreign counties prohibited
· Section 295.187: Florida Veteran Business Enterprise Opportunity Act
· Chapter 337: Contracting; Acquisition, Disposal, and Use of Property
· Chapter 339: Transportation Finance and Planning
· Section 377.816  Prohibiting the adoption of implementation of net zero policies by governmental entities
· Section 448.095: Employment eligibility


Miami-Dade County Code
· Section 2-1076: Office of the Inspector General 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218760873]Section 2-8.1: Contracts and purchases generally
· Section 2-8.4: Protest procedures
· Section 2-8.1.1.1.1: Small Business Enterprise Program
· Section 2-8.5: Local Preference
· Section 2-8.5.1: Local Certified  Veteran Business Enterprise
· Section 2-8.5.2: Contracting Preferences
· Section 2-8.6: Funding of, or County contracts with individuals or entities convicted of a felony during past ten years
· Section 2-8.8: Fair Subcontracting Practices
· Section 2-10.4: Acquisition of Professional Architectural, Engineering, Landscape Architectural or Land Surveying and Mapping Services.
· Section 2.11.1: Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
· Section 2-11.15 - Works of art in public places
· Section 9-71 through 9-75: Sustainable Building Program
· Section 10-34: Listing of Subcontractors Required

Ordinance(s) 
· 03-107: Ordinance Amending Section 2-11.1 (s) of the Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
· 07-65: Sustainable Building Program codified as Sections 9-71, 9-72, County Code)
· 22-107: Sustainable Buildings Program codified as Section 2-1, County Code, BCC Rule 5.10 
· 97-215: Office of the Inspector General, codified as Sec. 2-1076, County Code.
· 01-105: Amending Section 2-10.4 of the Miami-Dade County Code for the acquisition of professional architectural, engineering, landscape architecture or land surveying and mapping services
· 08-14: Water Use Efficiency Standards
· 09-41: Ordinance amending Section 10-33.02 of the Code pertaining to the Community Small Business Enterprise (CSBE) Program
· 98-30: County Contractors- Employment/Procurement Practices, codified as Section 11A-38, County Code. 
· 11-22: Community Small Business Enterprise
· 11-24: Community Business Enterprise 
· 14-79:  Sea-Level Rise Ordinance, codified as Sec. 2-1, County Code, BCC Rule 5.09
· 77-13: Financial Disclosures Requirements
· 18-33: Small Business Enterprise Programs
· 19-17: Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Requirements

Implementing Order(s)
· 3-21: Bid Protest Procedures
· 3-34: Formation and Performance of Selection Committees
· 3-32: Small Business Enterprise Architecture and Engineering
· 3-39: Standard Process for Construction of Capital Improvements, Acquisition of Professional Services, Construction Contracting, Change Orders and Reporting
· 3-41: Small Business Enterprise
· 3-68: Use of Locally Headquartered Businesses for the Performance of Professional Architectural, Landscape Architectural, Engineering, or Surveying and Mapping Services.
· 7-7: Policies and Procedures Establishing a Public Service Honor Code for Elected and Appointed County Officials and County Employees 
· 8-8 Sustainable Buildings Program

Administrative Order(s)
· 3-11 - Art in Public Places Program Implementation and Fund
· 3-20: Independent Private Sector Inspector General Services
· 3-26: Ordinance Amending Section 2-10.4 Requiring Certain Agreements for Professional Architectural and Engineering Services to Include Value Analysis as a Part of the Base Scope of Services.
· 03-27: Cone of Silence
· 10-10: Duties and Responsibilities of County Departments for Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
· 11-3: Life Cycle Costing Procedure

Resolution(s)
· R-208-25: Oral Presentations Required for Contracts with Estimated Fiscal Impact Exceeding $25,000,000.00 Annually.
· R-385-95: Policy Prohibiting Contracts with Firms Violating the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Other Laws Prohibiting Discrimination on the Basis of Disability ADA Requirements, are a Condition of Award, as Amended by Resolution R-182-00
· R-894-05:  Independent Private Sector Inspector General Services
· R-744-00:  Requiring the Continued Engagement of Critical Personnel in Contracts for Professional Services for the Duration of the Project
· R-185-00:  Domestic Violence Leave Requirements are a condition of Award
· R-273-05: Public Involvement Planning 
· R-1431-08: Participation in “Cool Counties” Goals and Objectives
· R-228-09: Government Electric Energy Consumption
· R-1053-09: Green Procurement Preference
· R-390-10:  Resolution Rescinding Administrative Order 3-34, Formation and Performance of Selection Committees, and Approving Implementing Order 3-34 to Provide Direction to The County Mayor or His Designee Regarding the Formation and Performance of Selection Committees.
· R-1103-10: Requirement for Energy-Efficient Reflective Roofs or Green Roofs
· R-918-12 and Resolution R-795-12: Benchmarking Energy and Water Use and use of Energy Star Certified products 
· R-451-14: Infrastructure Projects to Consider Sea Level Rise
· R-614-15: Pledge to Cut Greenhouse Gas Emissions
· R-1011-15: Requiring Vendors to Provide Addresses of Local Offices
· R-1164-15: Reducing Greenhouse Gases and the Effects of Climate Change
· R-303-17: Solar Energy Feasibility Study
· R-617-17: Envision Sustainable Infrastructure
· R-54-18: Requiring “Cool Roofs” on all New, Roofing Maintenance and Re-Roofing Work
· R-828-19: Disclosure of Lawsuits Alleging Discrimination
·  R-321-23: Resolution Amending Implementing Order 3-34, Formation and Performance of Selection Committees, to Require Certain Reports and Findings of the Miami-Dade County Office of the Inspector General and Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust to be Provided to Selection Committees
· R784-23: Florida Friendly Landscaping
· R-208-25: Oral Presentations Required for Contracts with Estimated Fiscal Impact Exceeding $25,000,000.00 Annually.

Copies of the aforementioned legislation may be obtained at the COB.  

1.12	  CONE OF SILENCE
Pursuant to Section 2-11.1(t) of the Miami-Dade County Code, as amended, a “Cone of Silence” is imposed upon advertisement of each Request for Proposal (RFP) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ), and terminates at the time a written recommendation is issued to the County Mayor (Mayor) or Board of County Commissioners (BCC), as applicable.  The Cone of Silence is hereby defined to mean a prohibition on the following, among possible others:

a) [bookmark: hit13][bookmark: hit14][bookmark: hit15]Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between a potential vendor, service provider, bidder, lobbyist, or consultant and the County's professional staff including, but not limited to, the Mayor and his or her staff; 
b) Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between the Mayor, County Commissioners or their respective staffs and any member of the County's professional staff including, but not limited to, the Mayor and his or her staff, other than any professional staff member who is designated by the Mayor to engage in such communications; 
c) Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between a potential vendor, service provider, bidder, lobbyist, or consultant and any member of the selection committee therefore; 
d) Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between the Mayor, County Commissioners or their respective staffs and any member of the selection committee therefore; 
e) Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between a potential vendor, service provider, bidder, lobbyist, or consultant and the Mayor, County Commissioners and their respective staffs; and 
f) Any communication regarding a particular RFP, RFQ, or bid between any member of the County's professional staff and any member of the selection committee therefore. 

[bookmark: hit16][bookmark: hit17][bookmark: hit18]The Mayor and the Chairperson of the selection committee may communicate about a particular selection recommendation, but only after the committee has submitted an award recommendation to the Mayor and provided that should any change occur in the committee recommendation, the content of the communication and of the corresponding change as well as the reasons for such change shall be described in writing and filed by the Mayor with the Clerk of the Board and be included in any recommendation submitted by the Mayor to the BCC. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Cone of Silence shall not apply to: 

a) Competitive processes for the award of Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME), State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) and Surtax Funds administered by the Miami-Dade County, Office of Community and Economic Development and the Community-Based Organization (CBO) competitive grant processes administered by the Park and Recreation, Library, Water and Sewer, and Solid Waste Departments, Cultural Affairs and Tourist Development Councils and the Department of Environmental Resources Management; 
b) Communications with the County Attorney and his or her staff;
c) [bookmark: _Hlk224915749]Communications between a potential vendor, service provider, bidder, consultant or lobbyist and employees of the Training & Business Outreach Team (formerly the Management and Technical Assistance Unit) regarding Small Business Enterprise (SBE) programs including Small Business Enterprise – Architectural and Engineering Program, (formerly the Community Business Enterprise (CBE) Program); and Equitable Distribution Program (EDP);
d) Communications between a potential vendor, service provider, bidder, consultant or lobbyist and employees responsible for administering disadvantaged business enterprise programs in County departments receiving federal funds, provided the communications are limited strictly to matters of programmatic process or procedure; 
e) Duly noticed site visits to determine the competency of bidders regarding a particular bid during the time period between the opening of bids and the time the Mayor makes his or her written recommendation; 
f) Any emergency procurement of goods or services pursuant to Administrative Order 3-2;
g) Communications regarding a particular RFP, RFQ or bid between any person and the Vendor Information Center staff, the procurement agent or contracting officer responsible for administering the procurement process for such RFP, RFQ or bid, provided the communication is limited strictly to matters of process or procedure already contained in the corresponding solicitation document; 
h) Communications between a potential vendor, service provider or bidder and employees of SPD or other department identified in the solicitation document as the issuing department; and 
i) Consultations by employees of SPD with professional procurement colleagues in determining an appropriate approach or option involving a solicitation in progress. 
[bookmark: hit19][bookmark: hit20][bookmark: hit21][bookmark: hit22][bookmark: hit23][bookmark: hit24][bookmark: hit25][bookmark: hit26][bookmark: hit27][bookmark: hit28][bookmark: hit29][bookmark: hit30][bookmark: hit31][bookmark: hit32][bookmark: hit33][bookmark: hit34][bookmark: hit35][bookmark: hit36][bookmark: hit37][bookmark: hit38][bookmark: hit39][bookmark: hit40][bookmark: hit41][bookmark: hit42]

Exceptions
a) The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply to oral communications at pre-bid conferences, oral presentations before selection committees, contract negotiations and negotiation strategy sessions, any portion of a meeting discussing an unsolicited proposal in accordance with State law, public presentations made to the BCC during any duly noticed public meeting or communications in writing at any time with any county employee, official or member of the BCC unless specifically prohibited by the applicable RFP, RFQ or bid documents. Communications in writing are specifically prohibited except as described in Section 1.13 of this bid document. The bidder or proposer shall file a copy of any written communication with the COB and the COB shall make copies available to any person upon request. 
b) The provisions of this ordinance shall also not apply to oral communications at briefings held by county commissioners and the County Mayor or designee, after the selection committee or other evaluating group makes its recommendation to the Mayor, provided that the briefings are not intended to influence the outcome of the selection committee or other evaluating group's recommendation to the Mayor; provided, however, that this exception shall not apply to outside groups such as lobbyists or representatives of the responding or bidding companies or entities. 
[bookmark: hit43][bookmark: hit44][bookmark: hit45][bookmark: hit46][bookmark: hit47][bookmark: hit48][bookmark: hit49][bookmark: hit50][bookmark: hit51][bookmark: hit52][bookmark: hit53][bookmark: hit54][bookmark: hit55][bookmark: hit56][bookmark: hit57][bookmark: hit58][bookmark: hit59][bookmark: hit60]
Penalties
a) In addition to the penalties provided in Subsections (s) and (v) hereof, violation of this Subsection (t) by a particular bidder or proposer shall render any RFP award, RFQ award or bid award to said bidder or proposer voidable.  Any person who violates a provision of this ordinance shall be prohibited from serving on a Miami-Dade County CSC.  In addition to any other penalty provided by law, violation of any provision of this ordinance by a Miami-Dade County employee shall subject said employee to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.  Additionally, any person who has personal knowledge of a violation of this ordinance shall report such violation to the State Attorney and/or may file a complaint with the Ethics Commission.

[bookmark: hit61][bookmark: hit62][bookmark: hit_last]Within 30 days of a recommendation from a selection committee, the County Mayor or designee shall either select a negotiation team or take other affirmative action with respect to the solicitation, including but not limited to rejection of proposals or recommendation for award. In the event that negotiations have not commenced within 30 days, or if such other affirmative action has not been taken within 30 days, the County Mayor or designee shall report such event, and the reasons therefore, to the BCC. Additionally, the County Mayor or designee shall present the COB with a recommendation for award, or a recommendation to reject proposals, within 90 days from the date a selection committee makes a recommendation. In the event that the County Mayor or designee has not provided such recommendation to the COB within 90 days, the County Mayor or designee shall provide a report on the status of the solicitation to the BCC, including the reasons for any delay. 

Written communications may be in the form of an e-mail, to the A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator denoted on the cover page of this NTPC, with a copy to the COB at clerk.board@miamidade.gov.  

This language denoted above is only a summary of the key provisions of the Cone of Silence.  Please review Section 2-11.1(t) of the Miami-Dade County for a complete and thorough description of the Cone of Silence.

1.13	COMMUNICATIONS AND SUBMITTAL OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Upon request by the A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator on behalf of the CSC, additional submittals and/or supplemental information after the submission deadline, as noted on the cover page of this NTPC, shall be submitted only upon request by the County. Proposers are hereby advised that effective with the advertisement of this solicitation, proposers and their lobbyists and consultants are prohibited from any communication with the CSC outside of publicly noticed Selection Committee meetings.  All project specific questions and/or requests for public documents shall be addressed, in writing, to the A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator, with a copy to the COB.

1.14	LOCAL PREFERENCE AND LOCALLY HEADQUARTERED BUSINESS PREFERENCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk167046943]The evaluation and ranking of proposals is subject to Sections 2-8.5 and 2-10.4 of the Miami-Dade County Code, which, except where Federal and State law mandates to the contrary, provides that a preference be given to local businesses.   

1. A local business, for the purposes of this section, shall be defined as a proposer which meets the following four (4) stipulations:

a) A business that has a valid Miami-Dade County Local Business Tax Receipt issued at least one year prior to bid or proposal submission; and 
b) A business that has a physical Miami-Dade County business address, from which the vendor operates or performs business (Post Office boxes are not verifiable and shall not be used for the purpose of establishing a physical address); and
c) A business that has a physical Miami-Dade County business address and has served as the place of employment for at least three (3) full-time employees for a continuous period of one year prior to bid or proposal submission, or
		A business that has a physical Miami-Dade County business address and is a certified Small Business Enterprise that has served as the place of employment for at least one (1) full-time employee for a continuous period of one year prior to bid or proposal submission; and
d) A business that contributes to the economic development and well-being of Miami-Dade County in a verifiable and measurable way. To satisfy this requirement, the proposer shall affirm in writing its compliance with either of the following objective criterion as of the proposal submission date stated in the solicitation:

1. Retention or expansion of employment opportunities in Miami-Dade County; or

2. Vendor contributes to the County’s tax base by paying either real property taxes or tangible personal property taxes to Miami-Dade County; or  
3. Some other verifiable and measurable contribution to the economic development and well-being of Miami-Dade County.

2. A Locally Headquartered Business, for the purposes of this section, shall be defined as a proposer which meets the following two (2) stipulations:
a) A business defined as a “local business” pursuant to Section 2-8.5 of the Code of Miami-Dade County; and
b) A business which has a “Principal Place of Business” as defined in Code 2-8.5
Local Preference and Locally Headquartered Business Preference shall be applied to A/E professional services solicitations in accordance with the process outlined in I.O. 3-39.

The County may use, amongst other sources, online copies of the paid Local Business Tax receipts showing the physical address and number of employees, written attestations on affidavits, forms, and online responses included in the proposals to verify the eligibility of firms to meet definitions of a Local Business and/or a Locally Headquartered Business.

1.15	CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
The proposer shall not submit any information in response to this solicitation which the proposer considers to be a trade secret or confidential.  The submission of any information to the County in connection with this solicitation shall be deemed conclusively to be a waiver of any trade secret or other protection, which would otherwise be available to the proposer. In the event that the Proposal contains a claim that all or a portion of the Proposal submitted contains confidential, proprietary or trade secret information, the Proposer, by submission of an electronic proposal, knowingly and expressly waives all claims made that the Proposal, or any part thereof no matter how indicated, is confidential, proprietary or a trade secret and authorizes the County to release such information to the public for any reason. 

1.16   ORGANIZATIONAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST (OCI)
Questions regarding potential organizational conflicts of interest (OCI) by any bidder, proposer, contractor, or subcontractor, pertaining to the Project shall be submitted to the assigned Contracting Officer identified in the advertising document prior to the submittal date and will be addressed in accordance with the Commission on Ethics and Public Trust (COE) Amended Letter of Instruction and the County Policy on Organizational Conflict of Interest. Per these  documents, the Client Department shall identify, disclose to the COE, analyze, and submit a specific methodology to address any potential existing or future OCI by the bidder, proposer, contractor, or subcontractor. Provided that an OCI is identified by the Client Department, the Executive Director of the Ethics Commission or his/her designee, will approve or disapprove the measures implemented by the County to resolve the OCI. Disapproval of such measures by the COE Executive Director or his/her designee may be appealed to the COE Board by the Client Department.

1.17    DRAFT PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (PSA)
[bookmark: _Hlk176798419]See Exhibit “A”

1.18	SUSTAINABLE BUILDING / INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (AS APPLICABLE) 
All activity as a result of this contract shall comply with Chapter 2, Article I, Sec. 2-1, BCC Rule 5.10, and Chapter 9, Article III, Sec. 9-71 through 9-75, of the Code of Miami-Dade County along with Implementing Order 8-8, which established a County policy to incorporate, wherever practical, Green Building Practices into the planning, budgeting, design, construction, operations, management, renovation, maintenance and decommissioning of Public Projects. These sections of the code, together with the I.O. 8-8, are referred to as the “Sustainable Buildings Program” (SBP).

The primary mechanisms for determining compliance with the Sustainable Buildings Program, shall be determined by completing a formal certification process with the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Rating System (for buildings), the U.S. Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI), ENVISION Rating System (for infrastructure), and the Section VII Prescriptive Path elements in I.O. 8-8., except as noted elsewhere in I.O. 8-8, or as otherwise directed by the County’s SBP Manager. Where formal certification shall be required, the project must achieve a “Silver” rating or higher in the version most recently adopted by USGBC/ISI.

The participation of an experienced LEED Accredited Professional (LEED AP) or Envision Sustainability Professional (ENV SP), as applicable, is required to assist the County in various aspects of the LEED or ENVISION registration, application, and certification process. Their responsibilities include coordinating with all disciplines, collaborating with the project Architect (or other lead design professionals), and providing guidance to the Consultant in designing the application projects to attain the necessary LEED or ENVISION certification points. Additionally, they are responsible for monitoring the Consultant's documentation to ensure compliance with the Consultant's obligations in achieving the targeted certification level.

The Consultant shall ensure that compliance for all infrastructure and public building projects is coordinated with the Sustainable Buildings Program Manager, in the Office of Real Estate and Development. This includes the submission of the 'Initial Project Questionnaire for Buildings and Infrastructure' during the planning phase, prior to issuing any work orders, service orders, procurement solicitations, or contracts related to this contract. The Consultant and Department shall submit with sufficient details for review and approval. The SBP Manager will provide specific input regarding compliance with the SBP through the feedback process. Additionally, the Department shall collaborate with the SBP Manager to incorporate the necessary specific project requirements and contract language for the project, ensuring alignment with the SBP policy. The finalized specifications and language shall be incorporated into the service order prior to issuance.  For Energy Performance Contracts, the Initial Project Questionnaire form shall be submitted after the Comprehensive Grade Audit for Energy Services but before the Performance Savings Contract is finalized to ensure compliance requirements are incorporated.   

(Select either Building or Infrastructure below).

Standard for a Building that is a Public Project
a. For all New Construction Public Projects, the minimum rating shall be LEED Silver in the version most recently adopted by USGBC for all project phases, and the Section VII Prescriptive Path elements shall be required. Except as provided in IO 8-8 Section VI(A)(3).
b. For Public Projects that are not New Construction but meet LEED certification requirements, the minimum rating shall be LEED Silver in the version most recently adopted by USGBC for all project phases, and the Section VII Prescriptive Path elements shall be required. Except as provided in IO 8-8 Section VI(A)(3).
c. For Public Projects that are not New Construction and do not meet LEED certification requirements as determined by the SBP Manager, the Public Project shall adhere to Maximum Measures, and the IO 8-8 Section VII Prescriptive Path elements shall be required. Except as provided in IO 8-8 Section VI(A)(3).
 
OR

Standard for Infrastructure that is a Public Project > $2M
For Infrastructure Public Projects that are subject to this IO with project costs greater than two million dollars ($2,000,000), the minimum rating shall be Envision Silver, per the version most recently adopted by the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure, and the required Section VII Prescriptive Path elements in I.O. 8-8.

Standard for Infrastructure that is a Public Project < $2M
For Infrastructure Public Projects with project costs less than two million dollars
($2,000,000), the following requirements shall be met per I.O. 8-8:
i. Maximum Measures
ii. Section VII Prescriptive Path elements

Additional County Requirements and Best Practices
[bookmark: _Hlk167033411]The completed Sustainability Rating certification checklist (i.e., LEED Credit checklist, ENVISION scorecard) is due upon completion of the project's planning stage or before the 30% design phase is completed, at the latest, and shall be submitted to the SBP Manager. Successive submittals shall show the progress level of each step, incorporate the SBP Manager’s feedback, and shall also directly correspond to the design decisions of each Phase.  

All Public Project elements must meet ASHRAE 90.1 (2022) standard for energy efficiency.

[bookmark: _Hlk167033482]The consultant team shall be responsible for providing regular updates to the SBP Manager throughout the duration of the project, during the design and/or construction phases, with a minimum frequency of at least once a year, and shall continue to actively engage with the SBP Manager.

Compliance Requirements
Please note that lack of funding, lack of knowledge about following IO 8-8, tight deadlines,
being unaware of Sustainable Buildings Program requirements, forgetting to put the requirements in bid documents, being unable to go back and change bid documents without incurring significant change order costs, contractors being unaware of the requirements, belief that the policies do not apply due to the wording of the policies, or any other similar justifications are not accepted in lieu of compliance with Sustainable Buildings Program. The unique characteristics of a project shall not, in any way, exempt it from applying sustainable Green Building Practices to the maximum extent possible. Please submit any questions to SBPresilience@miamidade.gov.

Nothing in this NTPC is intended to support, implement or advance a net zero policy, require any Proposer, contractor or person to support a net zero policy, or provide a procurement or purchasing preference for a product or vendor on the basis that the procurement or purchase of such product or from such vendor will advance or support a net zero policy as “net zero policy” is defined in section 377.816, F.S., as may be amended from time to time, or in any way violate any applicable provision of section 377.816, F.S.. 

1.19	VENDOR REGISTRATION
[bookmark: _Hlk176799348]Pursuant to NTPC Section 1.7 all proposers need to be registered and pre-qualified by the County prior to the proposal submittal deadline. Interested proposers shall complete the Business Entity Registration Application via the Strategic Procurement Department’s Online Vendor Registration Portal at: http://www.miamidade.gov/procurement/vendor-registration.asp. For additional information about online vendor registration, please contact the SPD  Vendor Outreach and Support Services Section at (305) 375-5773. In the event that during negotiations, the recommended vendor’s online registration profile does not meet the Vendor Registration requirements, and it is not expeditiously addressed, the County may at its sole discretion, negotiate and award to the next highest ranked responsive, responsible proposer.

1.20   	PUBLIC ENTITY CRIMES 
Pursuant to Paragraph 2(a) of Section 287.133, Florida Statutes, a person or affiliate who has been placed on the Convicted Vendor List following a conviction for a public entity crime is prohibited from the following:
· Submitting a proposal for a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity; 
· Submitting a proposal on a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public work;
· Submitting a proposal on leases of real property to a public entity; 
· Being awarded or performing work as a contractor, supplier, sub-contractor, or consultant under a contract with any public entity;
· Transacting business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount provided in Section 287.017 for Category Two ($ 35,000), for a period of 36 months from the date of being placed on the Convicted Vendor List.

1.21   	LOBBYIST CONTINGENCY FEES 
In accordance with Section 2-11.1(s) of the Code of Miami-Dade County, no person may, in whole or in part, pay, give or agree to pay or give a contingency fee to another person. No person may, in whole or in part, receive or agree to receive a contingency fee.

A contingency fee is a fee, bonus, commission or non-monetary benefit as compensation that is dependent on, or in any way contingent upon, the passage, defeat, or modification of: 1) any ordinance, resolution, action or decision of the BCC;  2) any action, decision or recommendation of the Mayor or any County board or committee; or 3) any action, decision or recommendation of any County personnel during the time period of the entire decision-making process regarding such action, decision or recommendation that foreseeably will be heard or reviewed by the BCC or a County board or committee.

1.22   	LOCAL CERTIFIED VETERAN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PREFERENCE 
In accordance with Section 2-8.5.1 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, this solicitation includes a preference for Miami-Dade County Local Certified Veteran Business Enterprises (LCVBE), except where Federal and State law mandates to the contrary.  “Local Certified Veteran Business Enterprise” is a firm that is (a) a local business pursuant to Section 2-8.5 of the Code of Miami-Dade County and (b) prior to proposal or bid submittal is certified by the State of Florida Department of Management Services as a veteran business enterprise pursuant to Section 295.187 of the Florida Statutes. A proposer who qualifies as an LCVBE is entitled to receive an additional five points of the final qualitative points at First and Second Tier, as applicable.  At the time of proposal submission, the firm must affirm in writing its compliance with the certification requirements of Section 295.187 of the Florida Statutes and submit this affirmation. 
1.23   	ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDING PROPERTY DEDUCTION (IF APPLICABLE) 
The Energy Policy Act (EP Act) of 2005 (Section 1331), as established by Section 179D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, allows taxpayers to accelerate depreciation of qualified energy efficient commercial building property placed-in-service after December 31, 2005 which was made permanent as a part of the 2021 Omnibus Appropriations Bill and most recently increased and expanded by the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.

Should the provisions of Section 179D be in place during the course of this solicitation or at any point in the future during the prosecution of the work by the selected Consultant, respondents agree to the following terms and conditions if awarded the contract for the work described herein:

The Consultant is designated as the Designer (“the Designer”) for the energy efficient improvements incorporated in the Energy Consumption Reduction Project (“the Project”) for:

a)    	The purposes of allocating accelerated depreciation benefits pursuant to Section 179D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”).
b)   	If Miami-Dade County and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) determine that the Consultant is eligible to receive accelerated depreciation benefits as a “Designer” for the purposes of Section 179D of the Code or that the Consultant shall otherwise benefit financially from the monetization of the accelerated depreciation benefit, the Consultant hereby agrees to discount its contract price or provide a cash rebate to Miami-Dade County (the determination of rebate versus discount to be determined by Miami-Dade County in its sole discretion) in an amount equal to the total financial benefit realized by the Consultant; at the time the financial benefit to the Consultant becomes ascertainable.
c)    	Miami-Dade County reserves the right to retain a third party consultant (the “Third Party Consultant”) to manage and administer the process of obtaining and monetizing the accelerated depreciation benefit derived from the Project and to designate the Third Party Consultant as the “Designer” of the energy efficient improvements for the purposes of Section 179D of the Code.
d)    	Miami-Dade County agrees to cooperate in all reasonable respects with the Consultant’s efforts

1.24	SCRUTINIZED COMPANIES
This Section shall apply except where prohibited by federal law, in accordance with Section 287.134, F.S.
By executing this proposal through a duly authorized representative, the proposer certifies that the Proposer is not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan List, the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, or the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List, as those terms are used and defined in sections 287.135, 215.473 and 215.4725 of the Florida Statutes.   In the event that the Proposer is unable to provide such certification but still seeks to be considered for award of this solicitation, the Proposer shall, on a separate piece of paper, clearly state that it is on one or both of the Scrutinized Companies lists identified above and shall furnish together with its proposal, a duly executed written explanation of the facts supporting any exception to the requirement for certification that it claims under Section 287.135 and/or 215.4725 of the Florida Statutes. The Proposer agrees to cooperate fully with the County in any investigation undertaken by the County to determine whether the claimed exception would be applicable.   The County shall have the right to terminate any contract resulting from this solicitation for default if the Proposer is found to have submitted a false certification or to have been placed on the Scrutinized Companies for Activities in Sudan List, the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, or the Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel List.

1.25	LISTING OF SUBCONTRACTORS REQUIRED
Pursuant to Sections 2-8.1 and 10.34 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, the Prime Consultant must report to the County information for its first tier subcontractors/sub-consultants via the Business Management Workforce System (BMWS) at http://mdcsbd.gob2g.com.  The information must be submitted via BMWS as soon as reasonably available and, in any event, prior to final payment under the contract.  The Prime Consultant shall not change or substitute first tier subcontractors/sub-consultants or direct suppliers or the portions of the contract work to be performed or materials to be supplied from those identified except upon written approval of the County.  Additionally, in accordance with Section 2-8.8 of the Code, as a condition of final payment under a contract, the Prime Consultant shall identify subcontractors/sub-consultants used in the work, the amount of each subcontract, and the amount paid and to be paid to each subcontractor/sub-consultant via BMWS.  The Prime Consultant shall be responsible for reporting all payments to sub-consultants, and sub-consultants must confirm the reported payments, via BMWS, within the specified time frame. In the event that the Prime Consultant intends to pay less than the subcontract amount, the Prime Consultant shall deliver to the County a statement explaining the discrepancy or any disputed amount.

1.26	ACCESS STATEMENT FOR NOTICES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AND DEPARTMENTAL PUBLICATIONS
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) obligates State and local governments to provide effective communications for individuals with disabilities. This includes written and oral communications. To request materials in accessible format, sign language interpreters, and/or any accommodation to participate in a County-sponsored program or meeting regarding this solicitation, please contact the Contracting Officer listed herein five days in advance to initiate your request. TTY users may also call 711 (Florida Relay Service).

[bookmark: _Toc18490861]1.27	SEA LEVEL RISE
[bookmark: _Hlk176799683]Pursuant to Resolution R-451-14 and Section 2-1 of the Code (Board of County Commissioners Rule 5.09), all County infrastructure projects, including but not limited to County building elevation projects, County installation of mechanical and electrical systems, County infrastructure modifications, and County infrastructure renovations shall consider sea level rise projections and potential impacts as best estimated at the time of the project. These projects shall consider regionally consistent unified sea level rise projections during all phases, including but not limited to planning, design, and construction, in order to ensure that infrastructure projects will function properly for fifty (50) years or the design life of the project, whichever is greater.



1.28	PUBLIC RECORDS AND CONTRACTS FOR SERVICES PERFORMED ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
The Contractor shall comply with the Public Records Laws of the State of Florida, including but not limited to: (1) keeping and maintaining all public records that ordinarily and necessarily would be required by Miami-Dade County (County) in order to perform the service; (2) providing the public with access to public records on the same terms and conditions that the County would provide the records and at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119, F.S., or as otherwise provided by law; (3) ensuring that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law; and (4) meeting all requirements for retaining public records and transferring, at no cost, to the County all public records in possession of the Contractor upon termination of the contract and destroying any duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements upon such transfer.  In addition, all records stored electronically must be provided to the County in a format that is compatible with the information technology systems of the County.  Failure to meet any of these provisions or to comply with Florida’s Public Records Laws as applicable shall be a material breach of the agreement and shall be enforced in accordance with the terms of the agreement. 

IF THE CONSULTANT HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE CONSULTANT’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT (305) 375-5773; ISD-VSS@MIAMIDADE.GOV; 111 NW 1 STREET, SUITE 1300, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33128.

1.29 	TEAM COMPOSITION 
[bookmark: _Hlk176800079]Any requested changes to the proposed Team composition after the response deadline, including replacement of firm(s) or assigned personnel listed in the proposal, will only be considered (1) before the completion of Negotiations; and (2) solely in the case of unforeseen circumstances (e.g., a change in employment status outside the employer’s control or a change in the organizational structure of any Team member).

Any such change to the proposed team submitted by the Proposer, is subject to County
approval, in its sole discretion, which may include a review by the Client Department and
SPD as to all matters concerning the requested change, including the time elapsed between the qualifying event and the submittal of the request, comparability of experience
and qualifications and possession of required technical certifications (as applicable), and
consultation with the County Attorney’s Office.

All such requests shall be sent to the A/E Consultant Selection Coordinator denoted on the cover page of this NTPC, with a copy to the COB at clerk.board@miamidade.gov.  

1.30 	RIGHTS OF PROTEST (IF APPLICABLE)
In accordance with Implementing Order No. 3-21, Section V, Architectural/Engineering Consultant Selections funded in whole or in part by federal funds or where it has been determined by the DTPW Director that federal funding requirements apply, any proposer may submit a written protest to the County Mayor, 111 N.W. 1st Street, 29th Floor, Miami, Florida 33128, with a copy to the Clerk of the Board, within five working days of the County Mayor’s filing of an authorization to negotiate. The decision of the County Mayor shall be final and conclusive on these matters.

1.31 LISTING OF SUBCONSULTANTS VIA THE COUNTY’S WEB-BASED SYSTEM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT WORKFORCE SYSTEM (BMWS)
The Prime A/E firms are responsible for reporting via the BMWS all sub-consultants agreements entered into, including listing award amounts or percentage for each Miami-Dade County project. For additional information regarding online BMWS registration, managing County contracts, and to track compliance with SBE program measures, please call (305) 375-3111 or email at SBDmail@miamidade.gov. 

1.32	INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEWS
Independent Private Sector Inspector General Reviews: Pursuant to Miami-Dade County Administrative Order 3-20, the County has the right to retain the services of an Independent Private Sector Inspector General (hereinafter "IPSIG"), whenever the County deems it appropriate to do so.  Upon written notice from the County, the selected proposer(s) shall make available to the IPSIG retained by the County, all requested records and documentation pertaining to any Agreement entered into as a result of this NTPC for inspection and reproduction.  The County shall be responsible for the payment of these IPSIG services, and under no circumstance shall the selected proposer's prices and any changes thereto approved by the County, be inclusive of any charges relating to these IPSIG services.  

Miami-Dade County Inspector General Review: According to Section 2-1076 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Miami-Dade County has established the Office of the Inspector General which may, on a random basis, perform audits on all County contracts, throughout the duration of said contracts.  The cost of the audit pertaining to any Agreement entered as a result of this NTPC shall be one quarter (1/4) of one (1) percent of the total contract amount which cost shall be included in the total contract amount.  The audit cost will be deducted from progress payments made to the County.  The audit cost shall also be included in all change orders and all contract renewals and extensions. 

Exceptions:  The above application of one quarter (1/4) of one percent fee assessment shall not apply to the following contracts:  (a) IPSIG contracts; (b) contracts for legal services; (c) contracts for financial advisory services; (d) auditing contracts; (e) facility rentals and lease agreements; (f) concessions and other rental agreements; (g) insurance contracts; (h) revenue-generating contracts; (I) contracts where an IPSIG is assigned at the time the contract is approved by the Commission; (j) professional service agreements under $1,000; (k) management agreements; (l) small purchase orders as defined in Miami-Dade County  Implementing Order 3-38; (m) federal, state and local government-funded grants; and (n) interlocal agreements.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners may authorize the inclusion of the fee assessment of one quarter (1/4) of one percent in any exempted contract at the time of award.


1.33	E-VERIFY REQUIREMENTS
This solicitation is subject to Florida Statute 448.95 requiring all contracts to include terms and specifications with language substantially similar to:
“E-VERIFY - By entering the Contract, the Consultant becomes obligated to comply with the provisions of Section 448.095, Florida Statute, titled "Verification of Employment Eligibility." This includes but is not limited to utilization of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s E-Verify System to verify the employment eligibility of all newly hired employees by the Consultant effective, January 1, 2021, and requiring all Subconsultants and Subcontractors to provide an affidavit attesting that the Subconsultant and Subcontractor does not employ, contract with, or subcontract with, an unauthorized alien. Failure to comply may lead to termination of this Consultant, or if a Subconsultant or Subcontractor knowingly violates the statute, the subcontract must be terminated immediately. Any challenge to termination under this provision must be filed in the Circuit Court no later than twenty (20) calendar days after the date of termination. If this Contract is terminated for a violation of the statute by the Consultant, the Consultant may not be awarded a public contract for a period of one year after the date of termination, and the Consultant may be liable for any additional costs incurred by Miami-Dade County resulting from the termination of the Contract. Public and private employers must enroll in the E-Verify System (http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify) and retain the I-9 Forms for inspection.”


























DIVISION 2.0   PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS

2.1   	FORMAT AND CONTENTS 
Interested Proposers must submit their proposal electronically through INFORMS in .pdf format.   

Proposers should carefully follow the format and instructions outlined herein.  The Proposal Submittal Form must include the electronic signature of the firm’s authorized representative.  Please refer to Section 2.2, Submittal Requirements for Initial Submission and Second Tier Additional Information, when applicable. 

Every firm or team of firms, whether a sole respondent, a prime consultant firm, or a sub-consultant firm, must be responsive to all applicable items contained in this NTPC. Proposers shall not modify any of the forms provided and must submit the completed forms listed below in their proposal. Failure to provide all of the requested information may deem a respondent’s proposal non-responsive.  

Each proposal shall consist of the following documents in the recommended order noted below.

a) RFP-AE Proposal Submittal Form
	The execution of the Proposal Submittal Form constitutes the unequivocal offer of the proposer to be bound by the terms of its proposal.  This is a Web-based form in INFORMS.  It does not need to be included in the PDF proposal.  (Only required of the Prime consultant)

b) Contracting with Entities of Foreign Countries of Concern Prohibited Affidavit. This is a Web-based form in INFORMS.  It does not need to be included in the PDF proposal.  (Only required of the Prime Consultant)

c) Kidnapping, Custody Offenses, Human Trafficking and Related Offenses Affidavit. This is a Web-based form in INFORMS.  It does not need to be included in the PDF proposal.   (Only required of the Prime Consultant)

d) Letter of Introduction (optional). Preferred maximum of two (2) pages.

e) Letter of Qualifications (LOQ) Form
[bookmark: _Hlk219392202][bookmark: _Hlk176800518][bookmark: _Hlk179012725]Proposer shall indicate on the LOQ Form any Locally Headquartered Business (LHB) Firm. Proposer shall indicate on the LOQ Form the minimum estimated % of work based on the assigned technical certification to be completed by each A/E Subconsultant in Section III, to the extent known.
 
Proposers are advised that changes to the proposed team composition, such as adding, deleting or replacing a firm(s), or individual sub-consultant(s), after the response deadline specified herein, will only be allowed at the discretion of Miami-Dade County.  Under no circumstance shall a change be allowed that results in a proposer gaining a competitive advantage over other proposers.

f) Table of Organization, to include the following:
1. All team member firms as denoted on the LOQ, with proper Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN). For purposes of satisfying the applicable requirements of this solicitation, Miami-Dade County considers every company having a different FEIN, a separate legal entity.
 		
2. All assigned personnel and services assigned including Miami-Dade County’s technical certification categories in connection with this project. 

g) Resumes
Resumes for assigned personnel listed in the Table of Organization. Subject document must be paginated and include personnel’s name at the top of each page with a preferred maximum of two (2) pages per team member.   
		
h) Narratives addressing Evaluation Criteria
i) Narratives detailing response to Criterion 1A, 2A, 3A, and 4A and as described in Section 3.3. Preferred maximum of five (5) pages each, or twenty (20) pages total.

j) A/E Experience & Qualification / Preference / Reference Form
	
	Shall be submitted by each team member (Prime, A/E Sub-consultant, and/or non-A/E sub-consultant), as applicable. Applicable firm must list previous similar type project in which it has performed work. The reference provided should be for one project and must comply with the requirements listed in Section 1.3. Firms must denote whether the reference project is to meet a preferred experience and qualification requirement, and/or a general project reference. The A/E Experience & Qualification / Preference / Reference Form may be submitted more than once per individual team member firm as applicable.

Please be advised that each one of your references may be contacted by SPD   staff, or designee, to verify the information provided in the A/E Experience &  Qualification / Preference / Reference Form

k) [bookmark: _Hlk176801405][bookmark: _Hlk167039074]SPD Form - Locally Headquartered Business Affidavit (Required of the Prime if the Prime is self-performing work and requesting LHB preference points. This form is also required for all subconsultants performing work towards LHB preference points).

l) [bookmark: _Hlk167039138]SPD Form - Locally Headquartered Business – Letter of Commitment (LOC) (Required for all subconsultants performing work towards LHB preference points)
[bookmark: _Hlk179023493]For consideration of LHB preference points, the assigned percentage of work commitment shall be only for Technical Categories listed in Section 1.4 of the NTPC. If there is a discrepancy between the percentage of assigned work shown on the LOC and the LOQ, the percentage on the LOC takes precedence. 

Failure to provide the information required by Miami-Dade County may result in the negative evaluation of the team, or disqualification of the team, at Miami-Dade County’s sole discretion.  

Pursuant to Section 2-11.1(p) of the Miami-Dade County Code, County employees may not provide letters of recommendation. 

The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee may impose the loss of eligibility to participate in County contracts, for a specified period of time not to exceed five years, upon an applicant, its individual officers, its shareholders with significant interests, and its affiliated businesses for violations of, or non-compliance with I.O. 3-39.  Subject violations and/or non-compliance may include the falsification of information provided in a proposal and/or consultant selection documents.

2.2   	SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INITIAL SUBMISSION AND SECOND TIER ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, WHEN APPLICABLE
Interested firms must submit their proposal electronically through INFORMS, prior to the Deadline for Receipt of Proposals, as denoted on the cover page of this NTPC. Please refer to Section 1.2, Notice of Electronic Bidding, for more information on how to register/use INFORMS.  

A Proposer may submit a modified proposal to replace all or any portion of a previously submitted proposal up until the proposal due date. The County will only consider the latest version of the proposal.  If applicable, Second Tier Additional Information will be requested from the Short-Listed firms. 

Pursuant to Florida Statute 119.071(2), all proposals received will become public record 30 days after the response deadline.  

The responsibility for submitting a proposal to the County, on or before the stated time and date, is solely and strictly the responsibility of the Proposer.  Miami-Dade County is not responsible for delays caused by technical difficulty, nor caused by any other occurrence. Proposals shall not contain any external links, animations and/or videos.  If there are any questions regarding INFORMS, please contact INFORMS Support at 305-375-5773 or email: ISD-VSS@miamidade.gov. 
  
2.3   	POSTPONEMENT/CANCELLATION
[bookmark: _Hlk176802181]The County may, at its sole and absolute discretion, reject any and all, or parts of any and all proposals; re-advertise this solicitation; postpone or cancel, at any time, this solicitation process; or waive any irregularities in this solicitation or in the proposals received as a result of this solicitation.

2.4   	COSTS INCURRED BY PROPOSERS
All expenses involved with the preparation and submission of proposals to the County, or any work performed in connection therewith, shall be the sole responsibility of the proposer(s). No payment will be made for any responses received, nor for any other effort required of, or made by the proposer(s) prior to commencement of work as defined by a contract approved by the BCC.
[bookmark: _Toc18490862]
DIVISION 3.0 EVALUATION/SELECTION PROCESS

3.1	INTRODUCTION
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee will appoint a CSC with the appropriate experience and/or knowledge necessary to evaluate the scope of services.  The CSC will be comprised of appropriate County personnel from multiple departments and members of the community as deemed necessary.  

3.2	SELECTION PROCESS
[bookmark: _Hlk176802923][bookmark: _Hlk167039800]Proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the guidelines established in I.O. 3-34 and I.O. 3-39. In the event that the County receives fewer than three proposals, the County may, in consideration of the nature of the project (specialized scope of services, technical certifications required, preclusion language, potential for organizational conflict of interest, project priority, etc.), elect to proceed with the proposal(s) received which are determined to be responsive and responsible. 

Pursuant to County Resolution No. R-321-23, the Competitive Selection Committee shall be provided with reports with adverse findings or substantiated allegations within the past seven (7) years of the proposal submittal date (collectively “Reports”) of the Miami-Dade Office of the Inspector General (“OIG”) and/or the Miami-Dade County Commission on Ethics and Public Trust (“COE”) regarding any Proposer and their proposed subcontractor(s) under deliberation by the Competitive Selection Committee to be considered in accordance with the evaluation of each applicable criteria identified in the Solicitation. In the event the OIG and/or COE issues Reports after the Competitive Selection Committee has scored and ranked the Proposers, the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee may re-empanel the Competitive Selection Committee to consider if such Reports would change the rankings. If the Competitive Selection Committee determines that Reports would change the rankings of the Proposer(s) identified in the Reports, then the Competitive Selection Committee shall re-score the Proposer(s) identified in the Report solely based on the impact the information identified in the Report would have on the scoring of the Proposer(s) in accordance with the applicable criteria identified in the Solicitation, re-rank the Proposers, and submit a written justification for the revised rankings to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee. Upon review of such re-ranking and the justification, the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee may accept or reject the revised rankings. The County Mayor shall, in any recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners, either attach all Reports issued by the OIG and/or the COE or provide a description of such Reports and a link to where such Reports may be viewed.

3.3	PROPOSAL EVALUATION
[bookmark: _Hlk173506009][bookmark: _Hlk176803206][bookmark: _Hlk184048850][bookmark: _Hlk167039912]The CSC will evaluate responsive proposals. This Architectural and Engineering Professional Services solicitation will be evaluated based on the specified criteria, in an effort to make a responsible recommendation to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee as to which of the respondents should be granted the right to negotiate a contract for the solicited services. The CSC will evaluate responsive proposals, based on First Tier criteria in accordance with I.O. 3-39.  



[bookmark: _Hlk176803429][bookmark: _Hlk167040040]The First Tier is the Evaluation of Experience and Qualifications. First Tier evaluation will be performed based on the criteria listed below. The CSC shall assign points on the Evaluation Forms based on the selection criteria set forth in 1A, 2A, 3A, and 4A, per CSC member in his or her discretion, depending on the merit of the proposal in accordance with the evaluation criteria. Each CSC member shall assign Qualitative Points on each respondent’s evaluation report in accordance with the established evaluation criteria. In accordance with I.O. 3-39, SPD staff shall assign additional points per CSC member based on the selection criteria set forth in 5A, 6A, 7A, and 8A:

FIRST TIER  SELECTION: (Maximum 110 points)
Criterion 1A: Qualifications of the Team Members Assigned to the Project
(1 point min. / 40 point max.) 
Evaluation of the qualifications of the individuals and experience level of the professional and management staff to be assigned to the project, quality and availability of the project manager and staff of the Firm to be assigned, if any, including, any preferred qualifications as specified in the NTPC. The qualifications shall also include, but not be limited to, familiarity with County regulations and sustainability design principles as set forth in the solicitation documents.
[bookmark: _Hlk217483979][bookmark: _Hlk217483837](Refer to Section 1.3 of the NTPC for applicable preferred Experience and Qualifications) Scoring of this criterion will be based on Narrative included in proposal and Resumes of Team Members.

Criterion 2A: Past Experience of Similar Projects
(1 point min. / 30 point max.)
Evaluation of the Firm’s past experience, professional role, and knowledge of similar projects, including any preferred experience as specified in the NTPC, Firm’s  understanding of the scope of work, which may include but not be limited to studies performed that may affect the specific project being evaluated, key design elements,  approach to the project, understanding and awareness of the regulatory, permitting, and compliance requirements involved with the project, health and safety programs, and number of LEED accredited completed projects, as applicable. 
(Refer to Section 1.3 of the NTPC for applicable preferred Experience and Qualifications) Scoring of this criterion will be based on Narrative included in proposal, and the A/E Experience and Qualifications / Preference / Reference Forms.  

Criterion 3A: Past Performance for the Firms
(1 point min. / 15 point max.)
Evaluation of the firm’s past performance, overall interrelationship with proposed Team members, responsiveness, experience in scheduling projects, and timely submittal of deliverables on past projects will be considered, including performance on any non-County projects. CSC members are required to review the available Past Performance Evaluation reports in the County’s database as of the submittal due date.
Scoring of this criterion will be based on Narrative, Past Performance Evaluations in the County system, and relevant information in the A/E Experience and Qualifications/ Preference / Reference Forms.

Criterion 4A: Firm’s Project Staffing Availability, and Ability to Meet Time and Budget
(1 point min. / 5 point max.)
Evaluation of the Firm’s staffing levels assigned to the project, including the Firm's ability to replace key personnel if needed, their experience in scheduling projects, systems utilized to keep track of the project schedule, cost controls, familiarity with County guidelines and regulations, as well as tools and methods employed to avoid cost overruns, change orders, and project delays.
Scoring of this criterion will be based on Narrative included in proposal.

Criterion 5A: Amount of Work Awarded and Paid by The County
(1 point min. / 5 point max)
SPD will use this criterion to distribute work equitably and consider amounts awarded and paid by the County for Professional Services. The formula used to determine a Team’s awarded and paid amounts (Average Dollar Value or “ADV”) is the sum of 50% of the dollars awarded for Professional Services to the prime Firm and all Sub-consultants by the County when they served as a Prime Consultant in previous engagements, during the three-year period immediately preceding the submittal date; plus 50% of the dollars paid for Professional Services to the prime Firm and all Sub-consultants by the County when they served as a Prime Consultant in previous engagements, during the three-year period immediately preceding the submittal date. The highest amount awarded and paid by the County to any Firm responding to the NTPC shall be the Maximum ADV. The point total awarded for Criterion 5A is determined as a percentage ratio of each Team’s ADV to the Team whose ADV is the highest (“Maximum ADV”.) 

The Team with the Maximum ADV shall receive one (1) point. The other Team shall receive points as follows:
100% to >80% of Maximum ADV		1 point
80% to >60% of Maximum ADV		2 points 
60% to >40% of Maximum ADV		3 points 
40% to >20% of Maximum ADV		4 points 
20% to >0% of Maximum ADV		5 points

ADV calculations shall be based on the current information available within the County’s database(s) and shall be performed by County staff in advance of the First Tier meeting, but not communicated to the CSC until scoring is completed and submitted by the CSC to SPD staff for processing.

Criterion 6A: Use of Locally Headquartered Businesses
(0 point min. / 5 point max) 
SPD staff shall assign points to all eligible Teams based on the percentage of Contract work assigned to Locally Headquartered Businesses (LHB) as specified in this Section in furtherance of Sections 2-8.5 and 2-10.4, County Code. Points will only be awarded to A&E firms assigned work associated with TC category(ies) required by the NTPC.
 
If the Prime is not an LHB, then the following points will be assigned based on the percentage of work sub-contracted to the LHB Sub-consultants as set forth below: 


 
Percentage (%) of work assigned		Points
  for LHB Sub-consultants
	< 5%					   0
5% to <15% 					   1
15% to <25%	 				   2
25% to <35%	 				   3
35% to <45%	 				   4
45% and over 				   5 

In the event a Locally Headquartered Business is the prime, and such Firm commits to perform a minimum of 50% of the value of the work of the Contract with its own forces, the Firm shall be entitled to three (3) points on account of the Firm’s own status as an LHB. Such Firm shall be entitled to an additional two (2) points based on subcontracting, as provided for all firms in the schedule below:
 

Percentage (%) of work		        Points
assigned for LHB Sub-consultants
< 5% 						 0
5% to <15% 					 1
15% and over				 2 

The LHB preference shall be implemented and enforced in accordance with the enforcement provisions set forth in Implementing Order 3-68.

Criterion 7A: Local Preference
(5 points) 
SPD staff shall assign five (5) points to all Teams eligible for Local Preference, per Sections 2-8.5 and 2-10.4 of the Code. The County will assign the points upon review of the submitted qualifying information meeting this requirement as specified in the NTPC.

Criterion 8A: Local Certified Veteran Business Enterprise Preference
(5 points) 
SPD staff shall assign five (5) points to all Teams eligible for Local Certified Veteran Business Enterprise preference, per County Code Section 2-8.5. The County will assign the points upon review of the submitted qualifying information meeting this requirement as specified in the NTPC.

[bookmark: _Hlk173506190][bookmark: _Hlk176803557][bookmark: _Hlk167044150]The CSC Chairperson records the qualitative points awarded by each CSC member.  Disparities will be identified in accordance with I.O. 3-39. 

The qualitative scores are then converted to ordinal scores for each firm. 

The lowest qualitative score for each Proposer shall be discarded if any of the lowest scores deviate by twenty-five percent (25%) or more from the average score by all CSC members. The qualitative scores will be totaled to yield the Adjusted Qualitative Points for each respondent. 

The ordinal scores will be adjusted by discarding the highest ordinal score for each firm and tabulating the remaining ordinal scores. The firms shall be ranked based on the adjusted ordinal score and such rank shall become the final rankings for recommendation by the CSC (CSC Rank).

Should a tie exist in the total adjusted ordinal score, the first tie-breaker is the highest total adjusted qualitative points, if applicable, followed by the highest total qualitative points for criterion 1A, 2A, 3A, and 4A in that order, until the tie is broken. The ordinal ranking is then determined.

Upon conclusion of the First-Tier evaluation process, the CSC shall recommend to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee that a contract be negotiated with the highest ranked responsive and responsible proposer(s) based solely on the evaluation results of First Tier.
[bookmark: _Hlk179023740][bookmark: _Hlk176803616]
The CSC recommendation shall be reflective of the ranking.  Upon the County Mayor or County Mayor designee's approval, the County shall enter into negotiations with the recommended proposer(s). 


3.4	NEGOTIATIONS
The County reserves the right to enter into contract negotiations with the selected proposer(s).  If the County and the proposer(s) do not agree to the terms of the PSA, then the County may elect to terminate negotiations and begin negotiating with the second highest ranked proposer and so forth.  This process will continue until a contract has been executed, or all submittals have been rejected.  No proposer shall have any claims and/or rights against the County arising from such negotiation and/or the qualification process.
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