
 

 
 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) NO. 07-2013 
FOR 

BOUNDARY MODIFICATION OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY  
ENTERPRISE ZONE 1301 AND/OR 1301-A  

 
PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE TO BE HELD: 

 
July 23, 2013 at 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm (local time) 

111 NW 1st Street, 19th Floor, Conference Room, Miami, Florida 
 

July 24, 2013 at 3:00 pm – 4:30pm (local time)  
10710 S.W. 211th St., 1st Floor Conference Room, Miami, Florida   

 
ISSUED BY MIAMI-DADE COUNTY: 

 
Regulatory and Economic Resources’ Economic Analysis and Policy Unit 

 
COUNTY CONTACT FOR THIS SOLICITATION: 

 

Name and Title: Lori Weldon, Enterprise Zone Administrator 
Address: 111 NW 1st Street, 19th Floor, Miami, Florida 33128 

Telephone:  (305) 375-3623 
E-mail: loriw@miamidade.gov 

 
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AT THE CLERK OF THE BOARD NO LATER THAN: 

 

August 12, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. (local time) 
at 

CLERK OF THE BOARD 
Stephen P. Clark Center 

111 NW 1st Street, 17th Floor, Suite 202 
Miami, Florida 33128-1983 

 
 
The Clerk of the Board business hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Additionally, the Clerk of 
the Board is closed on holidays observed by the County. 
 
All applications received and time stamped by the Clerk of the Board prior to the application submittal deadline shall 
be accepted as timely submitted.  Applications submitted after the application submittal deadline are deemed late and 
non-responsive.  The responsibility for submitting an application on or before the stated time and date is solely and 
strictly the responsibility of the Applicant.  The County will in no way be responsible for delays caused by mail delivery 
or caused by any other occurrence.  All expenses involved with the preparation and submission of applications to the 
County, or any work performed in connection therewith, is the responsibility of the Applicant(s).  
 
No changes or additions to the application will be accepted once the application has been submitted. 
 
Requests for additional information or inquiries must be made in writing and received by the County’s contact person 
for this Solicitation.  The County will issue responses to inquiries and any changes to this Solicitation it deems 
necessary in written addenda issued prior to the application due date.  Applicants who obtain copies of this 
Solicitation from sources other than the offices of Regulatory and Economic Resources Business Affairs Division 
(RER) or RER’s website at http://www.miamidade.gov/oedit/business_incentives.asp risk the possibility of not 
receiving addenda and are solely responsible for those risks.  
 
The County in its sole and absolute discretion has the right to refuse any and/or all applications submitted 
under this solicitation.  
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY ENTERPRISE ZONE BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
 

  (1)  Introduction 
 

Miami-Dade County (the County), through the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, Economic 
Analysis and Policy Unit (RER), as the local Enterprise Zone Coordinating Agency for the State of Florida (the 
State), as authorized by the Florida Enterprise Zone Act, is soliciting applications for the modification of 
Enterprise Zone boundaries (EZ) #1301 and/or 1301-A. 
 

Under the provisions of the Florida Enterprise Zone Act, the County can apply once every three years for a 
modification of its EZ boundaries.  This change cannot increase the current size of the EZ.  Any modification 
requires an exchange of areas.  Proposed modifications must meet the eligibility criteria of Florida Statutes 
290.0055, 290.0058 and 290.0065.  Responses to this RFA will be considered as important community input 
as the County prepares its application to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Division of 
Community Development, for boundary modifications to the County’s designated Enterprise Zone. The State 
may accept or deny the County’s application for an EZ Boundary Modification. Upon acceptance of the 
application by the State, no further administrative boundary modifications may be considered for at least three 
(3) years after this modification. 
 

The current composition of the County’s EZ area includes parts of several municipalities (i.e., Hialeah, Miami, 
Opa-Locka, City of Florida City, City of Miami Beach, as well as others). Applicants seeking modifications of EZ 
boundaries in areas within municipal boundaries are strongly encouraged to secure the affected municipality’s 
support prior to submitting their application to the County. 
 

(2) General Information about the RFA 
 

 All applicants must submit an Application Cover Letter as the first page of the application.  The cover 
letter must include the following: legal name of the developer/business; federal employer identification 
number (EIN); organization type (for-profit, not-for-profit, governmental institution); business address; the 
name of the contact person, title, telephone number(s) and e-mail address. The cover letter must also 
include a project title; the general boundaries of the proposed area to be included in the EZ; a brief 
description of the proposed development and/or redevelopment of the area and the projected socio-
economic benefits to the residents of the EZ. 

 

 All applicants must submit one (1) original and seven (7) copies of the application in a three (3) ring binder.  
All originals and copies of the application(s) must include all required documents.  Do not exclude any 
documents from any copy. All pages in the application should be identified with consecutive page 
numbers. 

 

 A separate application must be submitted for each non-contiguous/separate area proposed for inclusion in 
the EZ. Do not submit more than one application per binder. 

 

 Applications not submitted in a three (3) ring binder will not be accepted.  No pages are to be stapled or 
clipped. 

 

 A non-refundable application fee is required to cover the cost of analyzing each proposal.  The fee 
for businesses seeking ten (10) acres or less is $500 for each application.  The fee for businesses 
seeking more than 10 acres is $500 plus $25 for each acre, or partial acre exceeding 10 acres for 
each application. Please make checks payable to: Board of County Commissioners. 

 

 Applications submitted after the deadline will not be accepted. 
 

 Applications submitted via fax or email will not be accepted. 
 

 Proposals must comply with requirements of this RFA and with the Florida Statute 290.0055, Florida 
Statue 290.0058 subsections 1, 2 (a), (b), (c), and (d), 3, 4, and 5; and Florida Statue 290.0065.  
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 Proposals that are incomplete, lack required documents, required fee, or have deficiencies and errors will 
be rejected. No changes or additions to the proposals will be accepted once the application has been 
submitted. 

 
 (3)  FS 290.0058 Determination of Pervasive Poverty, Unemployment, and General Distress 
 
The proposed Boundary Modification must prove and adhere to each of the following state statue 
      provisions:  
 

Census Data 
 

 In determining whether an area suffers from pervasive poverty, unemployment, and general distress,  
as stated in FS. 290.0055 and 290.0065, the governing body and the department shall use data from 
the most current decennial census, and from information published by the Bureau of the Census and 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The data shall be comparable in point or period of time and methodology 
employed.  

 
Determination of Poverty (as sited in FS 290.0058) 
 

 Pervasive poverty shall be evidenced by a showing that poverty is widespread throughout the 
nominated area. The poverty rate of the nominated area shall be established using the following 
criteria:  

 
a. In each census geographic block group that contains the nominated area, the poverty rate shall 

be not less than 20 percent. If parts of the nominated area fall in separate block groups, then 
the poverty rate, total population, and population living in households at or below the poverty 
level must be provided for each of those block groups. 

 
b. In at least 50 percent of the census geographic block groups within the nominated area, the 

poverty rate shall not be less than 30 percent.  
 

c. Census geographic block groups with no population shall be treated as having a poverty rate 
which meets the standards of paragraph (a) (less than 20%), but shall be treated as having a 
zero poverty rate for purposes of applying paragraph (b).  

 
d. A nominated area may not contain a noncontiguous parcel unless such parcel separately meets 

the criteria set forth under paragraphs (a) and (b).  
 
            Unemployment (as sited in FS 290.0058) 
 
 Unemployment shall be evidenced by data indicating that the average rate of unemployment for the 

nominated area is not less than the state's average of unemployment, or by evidence of especially 
severe economic conditions which have brought about significant job dislocation within the nominated 
area.  

 
Distressed Conditions (as sited in FS 290.0058) 
 

 General distress shall be evidenced by describing adverse conditions within the nominated area other 
than those of pervasive poverty and unemployment. A high incidence of crime, abandoned structures, 
and deteriorated infrastructure or substantial population decline are examples of appropriate indicators 
of general distress.  

 
 In making the calculations required by this section, the local government and the department shall 

round all fractional percentages of one-half percent or more up to the next highest whole percentage 
figure.  
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  (4)   Schedule 
 

 Applications will be available July 15, 2013 - August 11, 2013 and will be posted on the RER website at 
http://www.miamidade.gov/oedit/business_incentives.asp. 
 

 Pre application submittal workshops will be held on:  
 
July 23, 2013, 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm at RER located at the Stephen P. Clark Government Center, 111 NW 
1st St. 19th Floor Conference Room 

and 
 

July 24, 2013, 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm at the South Dade Government Center, 10710 S.W. 211th St, 1st 
Floor Conference Room. 
 

 Questions on this application must be submitted in writing to RER no later than August 1, 2013,   
attention: 

Lori Weldon, Enterprise Zone Administrator 
Regulatory and Economic Resources 

Business Affairs Division 
111 NW 1st Street, 19th Floor 

Miami, FL  33128 
 

Responses will be posted on the web site http://www.miamidade.gov/oedit/business_incentives.asp 
 

 The application submission deadline is Monday, August 12, 2013- 2:00 pm Applications must be 
delivered to the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners on the 17th floor, Stephen P. Clark 
Center, 111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida.  

 
  (5)   Required Information and Format: 

 
Application must contain each of the following and must follow the order contained herein: 

  
1) Area Description for the requested Boundary Modification, including census block groups.  

(Tab #1) 
 Exact location/address and/or folio numbers of parcel(s) 
 Size of parcel(s) 
 Census block group(s) encompassed   

 
 2) Analysis of Requested Area (Tab #2)   

 Analysis of 2007-2011 American Community Survey, or the latest available Census Bureau 
data of the area/census block group(s) to be added to the Enterprise Zone (EZ) proving 
compliance with FS 290.0058.  

 Analysis should include the poverty rate(s) for the census block group(s).  
 Number of persons and persons in poverty in the census block group(s).  
 The unemployment rate(s) of the census block group(s).  
 Number of unemployed individuals in the census block group(s). 
 The population and indicators of general distress (pervasive poverty and unemployment. A 

high incidence of crime, abandoned structures, vacant homes and deteriorated 
infrastructure and substantial population decline in recent years are examples of appropriate 
indicators of general distress) for the census geographic block group(s) to be added.  

 Commission District of parcel(s)/area/census block group(s) 
 Existing land use and zoning of parcel(s) 
 Proposed land use and zoning parcel(s) if applicable 
 Municipality of parcel(s)/area/census block group(s) 
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3) Details of the Boundary Modification / Capital Improvement to Area (Tab #3)  

 

FS 290.0055 requires administrative boundary modifications must state with particularity the 
reasons for the proposed modification. Detail the justification of the purposed boundary modification 
requested. Commercial, industrial, office, mixed use, and residential projects planned or in the 
development phase benefiting from EZ incentives after the modification is approved must be 
detailed and disclosed in the application. Description should include but is not limited to:  
 
 Project Classification (commercial, retail, industrial, mixed use, manufacturing, office) 
 Square footage of development 
 Amount of investment and projected tax revenue to all local jurisdictions 
 Projected new jobs created as a result of the project. 

 
4)  Project Feasibility (Tab #4) 

   

Project feasibility and financial solvency is paramount. Detailed information about the Proposer and 
its development team members should include but not limited to the criteria listed below.  The County 
reserves the right to request additional substantiating information that is deemed necessary to prove 
the project(s) can be completed as proposed. Provide the following: 
 
 Proof of site control (title, long term lease (50 year minimum), option) 
 Conceptual plans and/or renderings 
 Sources of Capital including but not limited to: 

o Cash flow pro forma analysis integrating revenues.  
o Operating expenses. 
o Proof financing is in place 
o A statement by a bank, financial institution or Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 

certifying that the Proposer(s) has a private net worth or access to private equity in 
excess of the amount necessary to develop. 

o Project budget 
o Financial statements 

 

 Qualifications of Development Team - Submit a Table of Organization and evidence of the 
development team members’ discipline qualifications to successfully undertake and complete 
the proposed project.  The Proposer and/or its development team members shall, at minimum 
demonstrate professional expertise in the following disciplines: 

o Architectural:  The Development team should have at least one (1) architect licensed 
and registered in the State of Florida with a minimum of five (5) years’ experience  

o General Contracting and/or Construction Management:  The Development team 
should have at a minimum one (1) General Contractor licensed in the State of Florida 
or authorities having jurisdiction with at least five (5) years’ experience 

o Track record of business/developer. 
o Municipal and business support is strongly recommended for a boundary modification 

affecting EZ areas within a city.  Letters of support from elected officials, local chamber 
of commerce, etc., are to be submitted the application.  

 

5) Job Creation/Economic Development Value (Tab #5) 
 

The goal of the EZ boundary modification is economic development and job creation.  “New direct 
jobs” are employment positions available at the project site after the proposed development 
/redevelopment that was not on the site prior to the submission of the boundary modification 
request.  Please provide: 

 

 Timeline for completion and new direct job creation  
 Number of jobs that will be created (minimum of 5 new jobs is required) 
 Types of jobs to be created 
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 Job descriptions and pay range 
 Number of jobs requiring only High School diploma or GED 
 Average wages of positions 
 Job retention (minimum of 1 year for each position is required) 
 Feasibility analysis 
 Leasing information 

 
6) Certification (Tab #6) 

 

 An authorized representative from the business/developer must sign as to the accuracy and 
completeness of the proposal. 

 
     (6)      Ranking Criteria 
 
All proposals must describe the proposed development in detail and describe how the project will benefit the 
EZ program and its residents and how the incentives offered will benefit the project.   Applications will be 
evaluated by an Evaluation/Selection Committee which will evaluate and rank applications on criteria listed 
below. The Evaluation/Selection Committee will be comprised of appropriate County personnel and members 
of the community, as deemed necessary and determined by the County in its sole and absolute discretion, with 
the appropriate experience and/or knowledge, striving to ensure that the Evaluation/Selection Committee is 
balanced with regard to both ethnicity and gender.  The criteria are itemized with their respective weights for a 
maximum total of one hundred (100) points per Evaluation/Selection Committee member. 
 

 Proposed value of capital investment to the area  25 Points 
 Project Feasibility       30 Points 
 Projected economic development value    20 Points 
 New Jobs to be created      25 Points 

 
     (7)   Submission 

 
Applications will not be accepted anywhere else other than as noted below. 

 
Mr. Harvey Ruvin 

Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
Stephen P. Clark Government Center 

111 N.W. 1st Street, 17th Floor 
Miami, Florida 33128 

 
Attention:   Jack Osterholt, Deputy Mayor 

Regulatory and Economic Resources 
Re:  Enterprise Zone Boundary Modification Application 

 
Applications will only be accepted at the Clerk’s Office and no later   August 12, 2013- 2:00 pm  
 

 Applications received after the deadline will be deemed late and non-responsive 
 

 The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) reserves the right to waive any informality in, or to reject, any 
and all such applications. 

 
 The County will not consider or approve, and will reject any application filed by an entity where the entity, 

or any of its principals, have outstanding disallowed costs, defaulted loans, debarment actions, or which 
have any unpaid monies owed to the County.  The County also will not consider or approve, and will reject 
any application filed by an entity, where the County has filed, or has a basis to file, legal action against the 
entity, or any of its principals.  Applications submitted by these entities will be rejected regardless of the 
merits of the submitted proposal. 
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 Questions on this application must be submitted in writing to RER no later than August 1, 2013,   attention 
to: Lori Weldon at loriw@miamidade.gov. 

 
1) Review of Applications for Responsiveness 

 
Each application will be reviewed to determine if the application is responsive to the submission 
requirements outlined in this RFA.  A responsive application is one which follows the requirements of this 
RFA, includes all documentation, is submitted in the format outlined in this Solicitation, is of timely 
submission, and has the appropriate signatures as required on each document.  Failure to comply with 
these requirements may result in the application being deemed non-responsive. 

 
a. Public Entity Crimes 

 
Pursuant to Paragraph 2(a) of Section 287.133, Florida Statutes, a person or affiliate who has been 
placed on the convicted vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a 
application for a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity; may not submit a 
application on a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public 
work; may not submit applications on leases of real property to a public entity; may not be awarded or 
perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant under a contract with any public 
entity; and, may not transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount provided 
in Section 287.017 for Category Two ($10,000) for a period of thirty-six (36) months from the date of 
being placed on the convicted vendor list. 

 
b. Lobbyist Contingency Fees 

 
A) In accordance with Section 2-11.1(s) of the Code of Miami-Dade County, after May, 16, 2003, no 
person may, in whole or in part, pay, give or agree to pay or give a contingency fee to another person. 
No person may, in whole or in part, receive or agree to receive a contingency fee. 

 
 B) A contingency fee is a fee, bonus, commission or non-monetary benefit as compensation which is 

dependent on or in any way contingent upon the passage, defeat, or modification of: 1) any ordinance, 
resolution, action or decision of the County Commission;  2) any action, decision or recommendation of 
the County Manager or any County board or committee; or 3) any action, decision or recommendation 
of any County personnel during the time period of the entire decision-making process regarding such 
action, decision or recommendation which foreseeably will be heard or reviewed by the County 
Commission or a County board or committee. 

 
c. Collusion 

 
Where two (2) or more related parties, as defined herein, each submit an application for any contract, 
such applications shall be presumed to be collusive.  The foregoing presumption may be rebutted by 
the presentation of evidence as to the extent of ownership, control and management of such related 
parties in preparation and submittal of such applications.  Related parties shall mean Applicant or the 
principals thereof which have a direct or indirect ownership interest in another Applicant for the same 
contract or in which a parent company or the principals thereof of one Applicant have a direct or indirect 
ownership interest in another Applicant for the same contract. Furthermore, any prior understanding, 
agreement, or connection between two or more corporations, firms, or persons submitting a application 
for the same services shall also be presumed to be collusive.  Applications found to be collusive shall 
be rejected.  Applicants who have been found to have engaged in collusion may be considered non-
responsible, and may be suspended or debarred, and any contract resulting from collusive bidding may 
be terminated for default.  

 
 


