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The latest unemployment report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
showed an increase in Miami-Dade’s unemployment rate, while the 
unemployment rates in the rest of the tri-county area declined. The 
latest estimates of unemployment rates, however, give an incomplete 
picture of the labor market in the tri-county region. Examining the 
growth or decline in both the components of unemployment and 
payroll employment reveals a better understanding of the underlying 
strength of each county’s labor market. 

Miami-Dade’s unemployment rate increased in April to 13.1% on a 
seasonally adjusted basis (13.2% without adjusting for usual seasonal 
variations), and the County’s unemployment rate is higher in 
comparison to the estimated rates in Broward, Palm Beach and the 
State. In addition, the unemployment rates in Broward, Palm Beach 
and Florida as a whole declined in April.  

The April increase in Miami-Dade’s unemployment rate is the result of 
faster growth in the labor force, even as more residents are finding 
employment. The number of unemployed residents changes 
according to the difference in the growth of the labor force and the 
growth of employed residents. The number of Miami-Dade residents 
holding jobs grew by nearly 10,000 between March and April, but the 
labor force increased by 24,500. In Broward, the labor force fell by 
761, while the number of employed residents grew by 3,200. The pace 
of employment growth in Miami-Dade between March and April was 
more than twice the rate of growth in Broward. In Palm Beach County, 
the labor force fell by nearly 6,500 and the number of residents 
holding jobs also fell by 3,100, and therefore the unemployment rate 
actually declined in Palm Beach despite fewer residents holding jobs.  

Notwithstanding the lower and declining unemployment rates in 
Broward, Palm Beach in the state as a whole, Miami-Dade’s labor 
market is in a relatively stronger position in light of its consistent gains 
in the number of residents holding jobs and in the number of persons 
working in Miami-Dade over the past 18 months. 

The estimates of payroll employment measure the number of 
(occupied) employment positions within the county, regardless of 
where the worker resides, and more directly reflect the economic 
activity occurring within a county than the unemployment reports.  
April estimates of payroll employment in Miami-Dade represent the 
fourth consecutive month of relatively strong job growth compared to 
very modest gains in the previous eight months. Job growth from 
January through April increased at an annualized rate of 2.9%, while 
the rate of job growth for all of 2010 was just 0.5%. The last four 
months have seen not only accelerating job gains, but also 
employment growth in industries that typically have higher-than-
average salaries. The strong gains seen in professional and business 
services jobs and (to a lesser degree) in education and healthcare are 
significant because they tend to have a greater direct impact on local 
consumer spending.  
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Comparative Unemployment Rates
(Not Seasonally Adjusted)

Miami Dade Broward

Palm Beach Florida

Data Source: Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation.
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Total Payroll Employment
% Change Year-over-Year

Florida Broward County

Miami-Dade County Palm Beach County

Data Source:  Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation.

(Through Apr 2011) Florida Broward Palm Bch

Miami-

Dade

1. Labor Force (23,221)    (1,225)       (2,368)       32,389      

2. Employment 26,875      6,937        4,068        14,484      

3. Unemployed 

    (1) - (2) (50,096)    (8,162)       (6,436)       17,905      

4. Unemployment

    Rate -1.9% -1.9% -2.4% -0.6%

12 Month Change: Components of the Unemployment Rate



Miami-Dade County Labor Market

Miami-Dade Labor Force & Unemployment Miami-Dade Nonfarm Payroll Employment ('000s)

% Chg from % Chg from % Chg from % Chg from

Mar-11 (r) Apr-10 Mar-11 (r) Apr-10

Labor Force 1,306,765    0.4% 3.4% Total Nonfarm 990.3            0.2% 1.2%

Employment 1,135,762    0.1% 2.2%   Private 841.1            0.4% 1.3%

Unemployment 171,003       2.2% 11.4%     Goods Prod. 65.9              0.3% -3.5%

Unempl. Claims 10,310          -0.9% -19.9%       Construction 31.2              0.9% -5.2%

Apr-11 (p) Mar-11 (r) Apr-10       Manufacturing 34.6              0.1% -2.3%

Unempl. Rate (%) 13.1% 12.9% 12.1%     Private Service 775.1            0.4% 1.7%

Data Source: FL Agency for Workforce Innovation.       Wholesale Trade 67.4              -0.1% -0.1%

National Indicators of  "Hidden" Unemployment       Retail Trade 123.9            0.5% 1.7%

% Chg from % Chg from       Transp.-Wrsg-Util. 58.5              -2.2% 0.7%

Numbers in Thous. Mar-11 (r) Apr-10       Information 17.1              -1.4% -2.7%

Involuntarily  P/T 8,475            2.5% -6.3%       Financial Activities 62.8              -3.3% -0.4%

Discouraged Workers* 6,482            3.7% 10.5%       Prof./Bus. Serv. 135.1            1.3% 3.1%

Apr-11 (p) Mar-11 (r) Apr-10       Educ./Health Serv. 159.3            0.9% 1.4%

      Leisure/Hosp. 110.6            1.5% 4.3%

      Other Serv. 40.5              3.1% 2.2%

  Total Govt 149.2            -0.8% 0.4%

Data Source: Agency for Workforce Innovation. (Seasonally Adjusted by OEDIT)

Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; * Not Seasonally Adjusted National Average Weekly Hours & Earnings

National Demographics of Unemployment Rate Apr-11 (p) Mar-11 (r) Apr-10

Apr-11 (p) Mar-11 (r) Apr-10 Avg Wkly Hrs - Private 34.3 34.3 34.1

Overall 9.0% 8.8% 9.8% Avg Wkly Erngs-Private $787.19 $786.16 $767.93

White 8.0% 7.9% 9.0% Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Black or African Amer. 16.1% 15.5% 16.5%

Hispanic or Latino 11.8% 11.3% 12.4% Note: Numbers are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise indicated.

Male 9.4% 9.3% 10.7% (p): preliminary  (r): revised

Female 8.4% 8.3% 8.7%

Teens (16-19) 24.9% 24.5% 25.4% For additional information visit our website at:

Less than HS Diploma 14.6% 13.7% 14.7% http://www.miamidade.gov/oedit/economic

HS, No College 9.7% 9.5% 10.5% Dr. Robert D. Cruz, Chief Economist             (305) 375-1879

Some College 7.5% 7.4% 8.3% Mr. Robert Hesler, Sr. Economic Analyst     (305) 375-4811

Bachelor's or Higher 4.5% 4.4% 4.8%

Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Released May 2011

12.8%12.4%12.4%
Unempl. Rate Incl. 

Discouraged Wrkrs*

Apr-11 (p)
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Unemployment Rate 

U.S. Florida Miami-Dade
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Payroll Employment 

Total Nonfarm Employment ('000s) 

Yr-over-Yr Employment Chg ('000s)
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