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Appreciation  The Honorable Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman, International Trade Consortium (ITC) Board of Directors and  members of the ITC Board of Directors, and the Ofϐice of Economic Development & International Trade (EDIT) of Miami-Dade County extend their appreciation and gratitude to mission participants, sponsors, vendors, service providers, interns, volunteers and our partners for their invaluable support and assistance towards the planning and execution of the 2016 Business Development Mission to People’s Republic of China, organized by EDIT.   Our ability to communicate in Mandarin was crucial to the success of this mission. Our business cards,  correspondence, on-site translations for meetings with Chinese ofϐicials, delegates proϐiles and other mission  materials were made possible by the following individuals: Angie Ki, Jeanie Gallegos, Joe & Mercedes Chi,  Jaibin Pan, Geneve Dubois, Chang Du, Chen Frank Peng, Zhijun Tan, Sussy Toyos, Leyi Zhang and Jingyin Huang  The successful outcomes from this mission could not have been achieved without the support, cooperation and collaboration of everyone involved in this mission directly and indirectly.       
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Executive Summary  The International Trade Consortium (ITC) Board of Directors approved an agency-led outbound business  development mission to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) at its February 11, 2015 board meeting. After  consulting and meeting with numerous stakeholders and staff conducting its own market research, the following three (3) cities were chosen:  
Shanghai (April 12 - 15, 2016); Hangzhou (April 15 - 17, 2016) and Guangzhou (April 17 - 20, 2016).  The purpose of the business development mission to the PRC was to foster bilateral trade, commerce, economic cooperation, tourism and cultural exchanges between Miami-Dade County and PRC.  The speciϐic goals for the mission were to:  
 Provide business, trade and networking opportunities for mission participants (B2B meetings). 
 Engage with Municipal government ofϐicials in the PRC to foster closer ties and relations (G2G meetings). 
 Discuss potential for Sister Cities engagements. 
 Promote and brand Miami-Dade County’s attributes and unique assets. 
 Meet with potential Chinese investors and investment agencies for in-bound investments. 
 Promote Miami-Dade County as a destination for tourism. 
 Promote Miami-Dade County as a global gateway, e-commerce and logistics hub. 
 Invite Chinese public and private ofϐicials to visit Miami-Dade County. (reserve missions).  EDIT staff conducted a pre-mission trip to the 3 cities, planned, organized and recruited participants for the  mission in collaboration with partners and stakeholders. Staff then prepared a comprehensive agenda for all  mission participants and organized a pre-mission brieϐing where mission participants were briefed and provided practical information about the mission.   During the mission, participants had ample opportunities to meet with high level U.S. government ofϐicials,  representatives of municipal governments, American Chamber of Commerce (AMCHAM), including investors,  investment agencies, trade and economic development agencies, in an ofϐicial setting guaranteeing the  effectiveness and seriousness of the meetings. In a matter of a couple of days participants met with individuals and businesses who, if they were to go on their own, would take weeks, and cost more, to accomplish.   Additionally, Miami-Dade contingent conducted branding workshops to promote the County’s attributes and unique assets, networked and engaged in one-to-one business matchmaking meetings. The delegation visited  factories, industrial and technology development zones, Alibaba’s e-commerce campus, attended the 119th  Canton Import & Export fair (Guangzhou), obtained customized economic brieϐings and presentations from in-dustry experts, and trade specialists.  No funds from Miami-Dade County government or tax-payers were used for the mission. Mission-related  expenses, including travel and lodging, for the mission leader and two (2) staff members from the Ofϐice of  Economic Development and International Trade were solicited and acquired through sponsorships from the  private sector and from the Trade Mission Center (TMC) not-for-proϐit account.   
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Business Development Mission  Shanghai, Hangzhou & Guangzhou, People’s Republic of China (PRC) April 12 - 20, 2016 
Mission Highlights By the Numbers   

 33 - Total number of registered participants.  
 25 - Private sector participants,  
 8 - Public sector participants and  
 25 - total number of Business-to-Business (B2B) matchmaking appointments for private sector participants 
 15 - total number of Government-to-Government (G2G) meetings. 
 The Invest Miami Magazine website containing information about Miami-Dade County in Mandarin language  recorded more than 437 visits after the branding presentation in Shanghai. The ofϐice of Economic Development and International Trade has received requests to host three (3) in-coming delegations from the PRC as a direct result of this mission. These in-bound missions create a positive and robust  economic impact for local Miami-Dade County businesses.   
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Meetings with Municipal Government Of icials in Shanghai and Hangzhou  Commissioner Diaz, and the Miami-Dade public sector participants, met with ofϐicials of Shanghai  Municipal Government and Hangzhou Municipal People’s Government during the mission.  The purpose of these meetings were to discuss ways to foster bilateral relations, economic cooperation, cultural exchanges, trade and tourism. They discussed issues ranging from trade, tourism, e-commerce and logistics. Commissioner Diaz  extended an invitation to the ofϐicials to visit Miami-Dade. In Shanghai, Commissioner Diaz delivered the letter from Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez, addressed to the Mayor of Shanghai, to Deputy Mayor Wen.       

Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz speaking through an interpreter with  
Hon. Zhao Wen, Vice Mayor, Shanghai Municipal Government. 

Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz met with Hon. Xie Shuangcheng,  
Deputy Mayor, Hangzhou Municipal People’s  Government. 

Mission parƟcipants pose with Hangzhou Municipal Government officials. 
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Meetings with Representatives of Chinese Airlines   Commissioner Diaz and Mr. Kenneth Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department (MDAD) made presentations about Miami International Airport to ofϐicials of the following three Chinese airlines: China Eastern 
Airlines, China Southern Airlines and Hainan Airlines during the mission. They were accompanied to these meetings by Manny Gonzalez, Eric Olafson, Mario Sacasa, Desmond Alufohai, Geneve Dubois, Chang Du,  Angie Ki and Jaibin Pan .  “The purpose of these high level meetings with the airlines were to discuss the feasibility of non-stop air service between mainland China and Miami International Airport. The talks were very positive and productive,” noted Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department (MDAD).   Mr. Ken Pyatt’s detailed reports, containing technical information about these meetings, are provide under “Appendix 1” of this report.          

Ken PyaƩ (standing) presenƟng MIA’s Global Hub  InternaƟonal Airport to officials China Southern at their  
Corporate Headquarters in Guangzhou.  

Miami-Dade County delegaƟon pose with officials of Hainan Airlines in Guangzhou. 
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Pictures of Meetings with Representatives of  Three (3) Chinese Airlines, Contd.       
L-R: Chang Du, Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz’ Ken PyaƩ and Ying Geneve 
Dubois at the Hainan Airlines briefing. 

Top right: Mr. Ken PyaƩ makes a key point during the briefing with the Chairman of  
China Eastern Airlines in Shanghai. 

Below: Miami-Dade County delegaƟon pose with officials of China Eastern Airlines. 

Group photo of Miami-Dade County mission delegaƟon pose with officials of China Southern Airlines. 
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Meeting with Representatives of Guangzhou Aerotropolis Development District  They also met with ofϐicials of the Guangzhou Aerotropolis Development District (GADD), operating agency of the Guangzhou Baiyun International Airhub to discuss air route development service between PRC and Miami  International Airport.     

   

 

Right picture: Guangzhou Aerotropolis Development 
District (GADD) officials led by its chairman - Mr. Sun 
Xiuqing (Center). 

 

 

Below: Miami-Dade County team at the meeƟng with 
GADD officials. 
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In-Country & Market Opportunity Brie ing in Shanghai   Mission participants learned ϐirst-hand, “How to do Business in PRC,” through customized brieϐings highlighting the political, economic and business opportunities available in the PRC. The brieϐing was held at AmCham  Shanghai’s conference room and conducted by Eric Wolff, Deputy Principal Commercial Ofϐicer, U.S. Department of Commerce and Scott Williams, Vice President of Programs & Services, AmCham Shanghai.      

Top LeŌ & Right: Eric Wolff, Deputy Principal Commercial Officer, U.S. Department of Commerce, Shanghai (leŌ) and ScoƩ D. Williams, Vice  
President of Programs & Services, AmCham Shanghai briefed mission delegaƟon about business opportuniƟes in China at the AmCham  
Conference Room in Shanghai. 

 

 

Below: Mission parƟcipants at the In-Country Briefing. 
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In-Country & Market Opportunities Brie ing in Guangzhou  In Guangzhou, mission participants also received a customized brieϐing about the business opportunities in South China. Harley Seyedin, president of AmCham South China and Lola Gulomova, Commercial Ofϐicer, U.S. Consulate General in Guangzhou gave PowerPoint presentations on the subject matter.      

Lola Gulomova, Commercial Officer 
U.S. Consulate General in Guangzhou Harley Seyedin 

President, AmCham South China, Guangzhou 

Mission delegates pose with  Mr. Seyedin and Ava Xing, Events & InternaƟonal Programs Director, AmCham South China 



End-of-Mission Report, China, April 2016 - Page 15 

 

Miami-Dade County Branding Presentation in Shanghai  One of the major purposes of conducting out-bound trade missions is to promote Miami-Dade’s  attributes and unique assets abroad. In Shanghai, the Miami-Dade panelists showcased and promoted the  County’s unique assets and its Global Gateway status to more than 60 invited Chinese guests. The Miami-Dade panelists included: Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Councilman Pete Cabrera (City of Doral), Manny Gonzalez (Ofϐice of Economic Development & International Trade), Ken Pyatt (Miami-Dade Aviation Department), Eric Olafson (PortMiami), Tina Yao (Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau, Shanghai Ofϐice) and Mario Sacasa (The Beacon Council). Jose Tovar, Angie Ki and Geneve Dubois, from the private sector, also gave personal  testimonials about Miami’s attributes as an international trade hub.         

Top leŌ: Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz welcomed guests to the Miami-Dade Branding Workshop 

Middle: Mario Sacasa gave a PowerPoint PresentaƟon about the Beacon Council  

Top right: Commissioner Diaz, Tina Rao and Ken PyaƩ respond to quesƟons from the Media aŌer the Branding PresentaƟons 

Top and Right photos: Cross-secƟon of mission  
parƟcipants and invited guests at the Branding  
Workshop. 
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Investment Forum and Business Luncheon in Shanghai  The Business Forum and luncheon with Chinese investors and investment agencies was the major highlight of the mission. The purpose of the forum was to provide a platform for mission participants to meet with Chinese  investors and investment agencies to discuss Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) opportunities and viable projects and programs available in Miami-Dade County. The meeting attracted more than 70 guests. The Miami-Dade team distributed the “Invest Miami” handbook published in Mandarin language and provided information about South Florida’s vibrant real estate market, projects and programs with the potential for public-private-partnerships (P3) , etc.  The luncheon was sponsored by AECOM Shanghai. AECOM is a global network of experts working with clients, communities and colleagues to develop and implement innovative solutions to the world’s most complex challenges. AECOM is in the business of delivering clean water and energy, building iconic skyscrapers, planning new cities, restoring damaged environments,  connecting people and economies with roads, bridges, tunnels and transit systems, designing parks where children play, helping governments maintain stability and security, etc.  
Clockwise:  
Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz, welcomes aƩendees to the Forum;  
 

Alton P. Chow, Vice President of Building + Places, Greater China, AECOM. 
 

Manny Gonzalez, Chief, EDIT presents the “Invest Miami iniƟaƟve” to the audience. 
 

Cross-secƟon of aƩendees at the forum. 
 

Miami-Dade Team (L-R): Angie Ki, Jose Tovar, Esq., Geneve Dubois, Esq., and Mario Sacasa. 
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Business Meeting & Luncheon with Representatives of Ronggui General Chamber of Commerce in Shunde  The visit to Shunde District was arranged by AmCham South China, providing the opportunity for mission  participants to meet and network with more businesses in South China. Shunde District, with a population of  approximately 1.7 million, is a district in the city of Foshan in the Pearl River Delta, Guangzhou Province. Shunde was once a traditional agricultural county. It has now become one of the most afϐluent counties in Guangzhou and mainland China. In Shunde, mission participants visited Vanward New Electric company factory, Hangji Metal Product Industries factory, Shunde Municipal Museum and a business luncheon organized by the Ronggui General Chamber of Commerce.        

Group photo of representaƟves of Ronggui General Chamber of Commerce with Commissioner 
Jose “Pepe” Diaz and Councilman Pete Cabrera.  

 

Below: Mission parƟcipants pose with their Chinese hosts. 
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Business Networking Reception hosted by the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau  The Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau (GMCVB) sponsored and hosted a cocktail reception in  Shanghai on behalf of the Miami-Dade mission participants in Shanghai. The reception provided additional  networking opportunity for mission participants to engage in business with their Chinese counterparts.      

Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz presented a “CerƟficate of AppreciaƟon” to Tina Yao, Director of Greater Miami ConvenƟon & 
Visitor Bureau. 
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Business-to-Business Matchmaking Meetings in Shanghai  One of the mission highlights for private sector participants was the opportunity to meet one-on-one with their  Chinese business counterparts. The business-to-business matchmaking meetings were organized on behalf of the Ofϐice of Economic Development & International Trade by AmCham Shanghai for businesses that subscribed for the service for a fee. Two participating businesses, Trans Express and Sunsol Hotels, took advantage of the ser-vices provided by AmCham Shanghai during the mission.    

   
Pictured from L-R: 
Jaime BasagoiƟa, VP of Trans Express, Hector Guzman, 
GM of Trans Express,  discussing with a potenƟal client 
during the B2B matchmaking session. 
 

Rafael Hernandez of Susol Hotels (leŌ) meets with his  
counterparts in Shanghai during the B2B matchmaking meeƟng. 
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119th Canton Import & Export Fair, Pazhou Complex, Guangzhou 
 China’s Import and Export Fair, also known as the Canton Fair, is held biannually in Guangzhou every spring (April)  and autumn (October) since 1957. The Canton Fair is the largest trade fair in China. It has the largest  assortment of products, the largest attendance, and the largest number of business deals made. Canton Fair  attracts more than 165,000 visitors, 24,000 of China's best foreign trade companies with good credibility and sound ϐinancial capabilities, and more than 500 overseas companies annually. Various types of business activities such as economic and technical cooperation and exchanges, commodity inspection, insurance, transportation,  advertising, consultation, etc, are also carried out during the Fair. The Fair also provides the opportunity for  business people from all over the world to gather in Guangzhou, to exchange business information and develop friendships.  Mr. Joe Chi, a member of the ITC Board of Directors, arranged with Fair organizers to provide access and a tour of the Fair Grounds to mission participants during the show.   

   
Pictures of mission parƟcipants at the Canton 
Fair ExhibiƟon. 

Manny Gonzalez presents a “CerƟficate of 
AppreciaƟon” to Sophia Jiang, InternaƟonal 
VIP Service ExecuƟve, China Foreign Trade 
Center. 
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Tour of Alibaba Group Campus, Hangzhou  Alibaba Group Holding, Limited, is a Chinese e-commerce company that provides consumer-to-consumer, business-to-consumer and business-to-business sales services via web portals. It also provides electronic  payment services, a shopping search engine and data-centric cloud computing services.  Alibaba's consumer-to-consumer portal, Taobao, similar to eBay.com, features nearly a billion products and is one of the 20 most-visited websites globally. The Group's websites account for over 60% of the parcels delivered in China by March 2013 and 80% of the nation's online sales. Alipay, an online payment escrowservice, accounts for roughly half of all online payment transactions within China. Alibaba reported sales of $14.32 billion on China's Singles' Day on November 11 2015, up 60% from 2014. In April 2016, Alibaba became the world's largest retailer.   

Stephen Chao, Business Development & MarkeƟng, BD Projects Manager, Alibaba 
Group received and briefed mission parƟcipants about Alibaba’s business operaƟons. 

Mission parƟcipants pose for a photo at the entrance of the Alibaba Campus 
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Tour of Vanward Manufacturing Company, Shunde District Mission participants visited the Vanward New Electric Co., Ltd, founded in 2003 and headquartered in Shunde High-Tech Industry Development Zone to see ϐirst-hand, a manufacturing facility in the PRC. Vanward is the  leading manufacturer of gas appliances in PRC and initiator and propellant of Chinese Gas Appliances  development and The Chinese Hardware Product Association Fuel gas Apparatus Branch.        
Pictures of the tour of the Vanward facility in 
Shunde. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Mission parƟcipants pose with  
Mr. Yuanzhang Ye, Chairman of Vanward. 
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Tour of Hangji Industries Group Co. Ltd,  Shunde District Mission participants also visited the Hangji Metal Product Industries Co., Ltd, established in 1989. After more than 20 years of unremitting efforts, it has grown into a modern enterprise. It manufactures HVAC ϐittings and  integrates R&D, design, manufacturing and sales as one. The main products are service valve, ball valve, charging valve, check valve, distributor, manifold, heat-exchanger, joints and various kinds of HVAC ϐittings, automobile parts, compressor jackets and insulation materials.        

Mr. Alex Suen, Vice President of Sales 
for the HJIC Group conducƟng a tour of 
the metal fabricaƟon plant. 
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Tour of Shunde Municipal Museum  Mission participants visited the Shunde Museum to learn about the 2000-year old city’s industrialization  process. Shunde District, with a population of approximately 1.7 million, is a district in the city of Foshan in the Pearl River Delta, Guangdong Province, China. Once a traditional agricultural county, it has become one of the most afϐluent counties in Guangdong and mainland China.         

Above: Visual History of the Shunde’s industrializaƟon. 

 

Below: Mission parƟcipants pose for a group photo at the entrance of the Museum. 
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Comments & Feedback  “The trip exceeded my expectations in many ways: boosted credibility for our company, helped to establish  important business relationships with Chinese buyers of real estate. It also opened a door for cooperation in  recycling business for high-rise buildings…Every dollar of this trip was well spent. Thank you!!!”  
-	Svetlana	Karpova,	Dragon	Estate,	LLC.,	(mission	participant).	 “I’m impressed about this trade mission, the organization and the efforts from the staff to make the best effort, not only to achieve our goals, but to make us feel so special on this trip…” 
-	Erika	Correa,	Westvest	Associates	(mission	participant).	
 “It was a pleasure traveling with the group...All the participants and events exceeded my expectations and I hope the results will be as expected. I’m looking forward to the next mission.” 
-	Rafael	Hernandez,	Sunsol	Hotels	(mission	participant).		 “This mission assisted me to make new contacts that I initially would not have thought of and I am pleased with the “vibes” of the people I met.” 
	-	Franklin	Aponte,	Miami	International	Exchange	(mission	participant).		 “Participating in this mission gave me the opportunity to attend the Canton Fair and establish new connections with vendors and manufacturers…” 
-	Harry	Aponte,	Miami	International	Exchange	(mission	participant).	 “Great trip...I learnt so much and have so much to learn.” 
-	Chinaedu	Okoro,	Chi-Ada	Supply	&	Distribution	Inc.’	(mission	participant).	 “This was an exploratory trip. Our objective was to get introduced to China, its beneϐits and challenges. I believe that our  expectations were met. Contacts were also made. Mu compliments to the mission leaders and coordinators. Great  experience!” 
-	Jaime	Basagoitia,	Trans	Express,	Inc.	(mission	participant).	
 “It helped by making the necessary appointments with businesses and people...the business trip was very  successful.”  
-	Hector	J.	Guzman,	Trans	Express	Inc.,	(mission	participants).	
 “This trade mission deϐinitely exceeded my expectations…” 
-	Angie	Ki	(mission	participant).	
 “After participating in numerous trade missions, I believe this is one of the most beneϐicial ever.” 
- Al Maloof, GJB Consulting LLC. (mission participant). 
 

“This has been the best trade mission organized in Miami-Dade County...this mission was extraordinarily successful.” 
- Jose Arias Tovar, Arias Tovar Associates (mission participant).  “”I have to say, it was a truly rewarding experience to be able to attend incredible events that were planned, such as the visit to the Alibaba Campus.” 
- David Fonseca, American Da Tang Group (mission participant).  “We are indeed working to bring a high-level Chinese government and business delegations to your beautiful city.”  - Harley Seyedin, President, AmCham South China, Guangzhou, PRC.   “We appreciated working with you to promote greater Miami in the Chinese market.” - Tina Yao, AVIAREPS Shanghai Representative Of ice, c/o Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau 
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Media/Press Clips 
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Media/Press Clips. Contd. 
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Mission Participants 
Public	Sector/Economic	Development	Agencies	        

Manny J. Gonzalez 
Econ Devt & Intl Trade 

Miami-Dade County Desmond Alufohai 
Econ Devt & Intl Trade 

Miami-Dade County 

Eric Olafson 
PortMiami 

Miami-Dade County 

Anabel Mendez 
Office of Commissioner  

Jose “Pepe” Diaz 
Miami-Dade County 

Hon. Jose “Pepe” Diaz 
Miami-Dade County 

Commissioner -  
District 12 

Hon. Pete Cabrera 
Councilman -  
City of Doral 

Kenneth Pya  
Miami-Dade AviaƟon 

Department 

Mario Sacasa 
The Beacon Council 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  

GOVERNMENT & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 



End-of-Mission Report, China, April 2016 - Page 29 

 

Mission Participants  
Private	Sector	          Chang Du 

Dumon Design 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNS 

Silvia Gutierrez  
TIC Logistics  

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
AVIATION 

Hector J. Guzman 
Trans Express 

Jaime Basagoitia 
Trans Express 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
E-COMMERCE 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
ENERGY (JANITORIAL & SANITATION SUPPLIES) 

Chinaedu Okoro 
Chi-Ada Supplies 

Al Maloof 
GJB Consulting 

Ying Liu “Geneve” Dubois 
Holland & Knight 

Robert Lee 
Rimon Law 

Ileana Arias Tovar 
Arias Tovar & Associates 

Jose G. Tovar 
Arias Tovar & Associates 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
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Mission Participants 
Private	Sector,	Contd.	            

Julia Yue Shen 
China Council Florida, Inc. 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
REAL ESTATE 

Franklin Aponte 
Miami InternaƟonal Exchange 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
NON-PROFIT 

Harry Aponte 
Dream Team Investments LLC. 

David S. Fonseca 
American Da Tang Group 

Erika Correa 
WestVest Associates Inc. 

Jeanie K. Gallegos 
American Da Tang Group 

Angie Ki 

Elliot Lee 
American Da Tang Group 

Svetlana “Lana” Karpova 
Dragon Estate 

Ariel Mar nez 
Dream Team Investments LLC. 

Chen Frank Peng 
Quantum Epoch,  LLC. 

INDUSTRY SECTOR  
TOURISM (HOSPITALITY & EB-5 PROGRAM) 

Rafael Hernandez 
Sunsol Hotels 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines, Contd. 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines, Contd. 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines, Contd. 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines, Contd. 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
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Appendix 1: Report of Meetings with Chinese Airlines, Contd. 

By Ken Pyatt, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Aviation Department 



End-of-Mission Report, China, April 2016 - Page 37 

            


